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DK READERS

Erik is going to his first soccer
practice. Join him as he finds
out how to play for the team!

READERS

DK READERS
Stunning photographs combine
with lively illustrations and engaging,
age-appropriate stories in DK READERS, a multilevel
reading program guaranteed to capture children’s interest
while developing their reading skills and general knowledge.

Beginning
to read

LET’S PLAY SOCCER

Learning
to read

• High-frequency words
• Picture word strips, picture glossary, and simple index
• Labels to introduce and reinforce vocabulary
• High level of adult participation helpful
• Simple sentences and limited vocabulary
• Picture glossary and simple index
• Adult participation helpful

• Longer sentences and increased vocabulary
Beginning
• Information boxes full of extra fun facts
to read alone • Simple index
• Occasional adult participation helpful
• More complex sentence structure
Reading
• Information boxes and alphabetical glossary
alone
• Comprehensive index
• Rich vocabulary and challenging sentence structure
• Additional information and alphabetical glossary
• Comprehensive index

MURPHY

Proficient
readers

With DK READERS, children
will learn to read—then read to learn!
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Level 1
A Day at Greenhill Farm
Truck Trouble
Tale of a Tadpole
Surprise Puppy!
Duckling Days
A Day at Seagull Beach
Whatever the Weather
Busy Buzzy Bee
Big Machines
Wild Baby Animals
A Bed for the Winter
Born to be a Butterfly
Dinosaur’s Day
Feeding Time
Diving Dolphin
Rockets and Spaceships
My Cat’s Secret
First Day at Gymnastics
A Trip to the Zoo
I Can Swim!
A Trip to the Library

A Trip to the Doctor
A Trip to the Dentist
I Want To Be A Ballerina
Animal Hide and Seek
Submarines and Submersibles
Animals at Home
Let’s Play Soccer
LEGO: Trouble at the Bridge
LEGO: Secret at Dolphin Bay
Star Wars: What is a Wookiee?
Star Wars: Ready, Set, Podrace!
A Day in the Life of a Builder
A Day in the Life of a Dancer
A Day in the Life of a Firefighter
A Day in the Life of a Teacher
A Day in the Life of a Musician
A Day in the Life of a Doctor
A Day in the Life of a Police Officer
A Day in the Life of a TV Reporter
Gigantes de Hierro en español
Crías del mundo animal en español

Level 2
Dinosaur Dinners
Fire Fighter!
Bugs! Bugs! Bugs!
Slinky, Scaly Snakes!
Animal Hospital
The Little Ballerina
Munching, Crunching, Sniffing,
and Snooping
The Secret Life of Trees
Winking, Blinking, Wiggling,
and Waggling
Astronaut: Living in Space
Twisters!
Holiday! Celebration Days
around the World
The Story of Pocahontas
Horse Show
Survivors: The Night the Titanic Sank
Eruption! The Story of Volcanoes
The Story of Columbus
Journey of a Humpback Whale
Amazing Buildings
Feathers, Flippers, and Feet

Outback Adventure: Australian
Vacation
Sniffles, Sneezes, Hiccups, and Coughs
Ice Skating Stars
Let’s Go Riding
I Want to Be a Gymnast
Starry Sky
Earth Smart: How to Take Care
of the Environment
Water Everywhere
Telling Time
A Trip to the Theater
LEGO: Castle Under Attack
LEGO: Rocket Rescue
Star Wars: Journey Through Space
Star Wars: A Queen’s Diary
MLB: A Batboy’s Day
MLB: Let’s Go to the Ballpark!
Spider-Man: Worst Enemies
Meet the X-Men
¡Insectos! en español
¡Bomberos! en español
La Historia de Pocahontas en español

A Note to Parents
DK READERS is a compelling program for beginning
readers, designed in conjunction with leading literacy
experts, including Dr. Linda Gambrell, Distinguished
Professor of Education at Clemson University. Dr. Gambrell
has served as President of the National Reading Conference
and the College Reading Association, and as President of
the International Reading Association.
Beautiful illustrations and superb full-color
photographs combine with engaging, easy-to-read stories
to offer a fresh approach to each subject in the series.
Each DK READER is guaranteed to capture a child’s
interest while developing his or her reading skills,
general knowledge, and love of reading.
The five levels of DK READERS are aimed at different
reading abilities, enabling you to choose the books that
are exactly right for your child:
Pre-level 1: Learning to read
Level 1: Beginning to read
Level 2: Beginning to read alone
Level 3: Reading alone
Level 4: Proficient readers
The “normal” age at which a child begins
to read can be anywhere from three to eight
years old. Adult participation through the
lower levels is very helpful for providing
encouragement, discussing storylines,
and sounding out unfamiliar words.
No matter which level you select, you can
be sure that you are helping your child
learn to read, then read to learn!
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Let’s Play
Soccer
Written by Patricia J. Murphy

DK Publishing

Today was Erik’s first day
at soccer practice.
Erik put on his soccer shoes.
He strapped his shin guards
to his lower legs.
He pulled his socks over
his shin guards.



shin guards

Erik was ready for
soccer practice
to begin!



“Welcome,” said Coach Smith
to the players.
“Together, you’ll learn how
to play soccer.”
He told them three rules.
“Play your best, play fair, and
play without using your hands or
arms—unless you are the goalie!”



goalie



“First, we have to warm up,”
said Coach Smith.
“This will get our muscles ready!”
Everyone did jumping jacks.
Erik jumped with his legs and
arms apart, and then together.


Afterward, they all
jogged in place.

muscle



Next, Coach Smith led the team
in stretches.
“Stretching will help keep us
from getting hurt!” he said.
“Hold each stretch for
ten seconds.”

10

“My muscles feel ready,”
said Erik.
“Good!” said Coach Smith.
“Then it’s time to learn some
soccer skills.”

11

12

“Passing means kicking the ball
to another player on your team,”
said Coach Smith.
“It’s the best way to move the ball
to the goal.
You have to kick with the inside
or the outside of your foot.”

13

Erik, Beth, and Henry passed
the ball to one another.
“Good passes, everyone!”
said Coach Smith.

14

“In a game, you should only pass
to a player who is free to take
the ball.”

15

“Let’s try running with the ball,”
said Coach Smith.
“This is called dribbling.”
Coach Smith dribbled
around some cones.

16

“To dribble, you have to move
the ball with the tops of
your feet,” said Coach Smith.
“Now, you try!”

17

Erik started dribbling around
the cones.
“Keep your head up,” said
Coach Smith, “so you can see
both the ball and the field.”
Erik tried looking up
and dribbling.
“Dribbling is hard work!” he said.
cones

18

19

“Let’s shoot some goals,”
said Coach Smith.
The players kicked the ball
at the goal one by one.
Erik tried and missed.

20

“Keep your eye on
the ball and aim for
a corner of the goal,”
said Coach Smith.
Erik tried again
and scored!

goal

21

“Remember,” said Coach Smith,
“the team that scores
the most goals wins!
But it’s more important
to try your best and have fun.”
22

“Let’s take a water break.
Then, we’ll play a game
of soccer,”
said Coach Smith.
He split the group
into two teams.

23

whistle

Coach Smith blew a whistle
to start the game.
Henry kicked the ball
from the center of the field,
and passed it to Erik.

24

Erik dribbled the ball
and passed it to Beth.
Beth kicked the ball
into the goal.
“Super teamwork!”
said Coach Smith.
25

“The score is 1-0,” said
Coach Smith, “and it’s the yellow
team’s turn to kick off.”

26

The game went on.
The players passed and dribbled
the ball up and down the field.

27

Coach Smith blew a long whistle
to end the game.
Erik’s team cheered.
They had won!

28

Everyone shook hands.
“Good game!” said Erik
to the players on the yellow team.

29

Coach Smith talked about
the game while the players
cooled down.

30

“Are there any questions?”
asked Coach Smith.
“When’s our next practice?”
asked Erik.
“Next week,” said Coach Smith.
“Until then, remember
to practice your skills at home.”

31

Glossary
Goal a net that
players try to get
the ball into

Goalie a player who
tries to keep the ball
out of the goal

Muscle a body part
under your skin that
makes you move

Shin guards

pads that protect
your lower legs

Whistle a loud

instrument used to
start and stop a game

32
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