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CRIME & SAFETY
London seems to be gaining itself a reputation when it
comes to crime, but this rarely impacts the millions of
tourists flocking there every year. Pickpocketing and street
crime are always an issue in the major tourist areas, but a
little common sense goes a long way both above and below
ground. Be vigilant in the evening and take local security
advice seriously, no matter how exaggerated it might sound.

HOSPITALS
The never ending dumpster fire that is Brexit might see this
change in the future, but visitors from the European Union are
advised to bring their EHIC in case something goes wrong on
the medical front. Visitors from further afield are less fortunate,
and medical assistance in the UK is getting more expensive all
the time. There are hospitals and medical facilities all over the
city, including 14 teaching hospitals. Call 112 or 999 for the
emergency service (fire, police or ambulance).

INTERNET
Worry not, your eyes aren’t deceiving you — there are
indeed functioning internet cafes still found in London.
They are more and more functioning as printer shops
however, as WiFi is almost ubiquitous throughout the city.
Signing up to O2 and/or The Cloud will open a lot of digital
doors for you.

PUBLIC TOILETS
While we don’t want to be too negative, we wouldn’t
advise using the old fashioned public toilets in London.
If you’re on the verge of a little accident, be aware that
toilets in large department stores are free to use, as are
those in museums and galleries. Public toilets are in most
underground stations but these often charge, a 10p or 50p
fare to use a less than hygienic WC. Best to stick to shops, or
better yet pick up a drink and enjoy a comfortable stop in
one of the city’s many cafes or bars.

View towards St. James Park | © Sven Hansche

Does it get any more iconic? London is one of history’s great
cities, a vastly influential beast that has helped shape the
world in all manner of ways, a teeming mass of humanity
that attracts more visitors than almost everywhere else on
the planet. Its attractions are legendary, surpassed only
by the men and women who made this place famous,
a list that grows with every passing year. London is the
very definition of a modern multi-cultural city, with every
corner of the globe represented across its restaurants,
cafes and bars, not to mention its museums and galleries,
with more than 250 nationalities and over 300 languages
represented on the streets of the British capital. London
is that most charming of juxtapositions — a city that is
whatever you want it to be while remaining resolutely
‘London’ all the while.
John Bills writes books about Eastern
Europe, tomes that are generally a
little long and lacking in historical
accuracy but positively drowning in
charm, which may or may not be
accidental. Buy those books from
www.poshlostbooks.com. He is Welsh.
editor@inyourpocket.com
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TAP WATER
The tap water in London is generally fine to drink, as with
the rest of the United Kingdom. Bottled water is hardly
cheap, so bringing a refillable bottle is a handy way to stay
hydrated without shelling out a premium around town.
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WEATHER
The United Kingdom doesn’t exactly have the greatest
reputation when it comes to weather, and London is
indeed the capital of all that. Its southern position does
mean summer gets a little warmer here than up north
though. Winters are generally mild, but expect long
periods of overcast skies and drizzle all year round. It
wouldn’t be Britain if there was no drizzle though, right?
The temperatures rarely dip below 5 or above 25.

THE IDIOT’S GUIDE TO WHATEVER
BREXIT IS PRETENDING TO BE
On June 23, 2016, the people of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland trudged halfheartedly to the polls, for a long-promised vote
on the UK’s membership of the European Union.
The referendum had only come about because the
Conservative Party had lost lots of its voter base to rising
far-right parties, and party leader David Cameron had
promised this vote if he retained his position as Prime
Minister. He won, and the question was to be asked —
Remain in the EU, or Leave? Nobody really expected
Leave to win, and as Brits went to bed on 23/06/16 it
seemed as though Remain had it sewn up. Britain went
to bed and slept soundly. Everything was fine.
But everything was not fine. As the people of England,
Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland went through
their morning routines they were forced to do so with
the news that Leave had won, by a slim margin but by a
margin — the UK was going to leave the EU. Brexit was
going to happen. It was really happening.
David Cameron immediately jumped ship, and the
architects of Brexit refused to take control of the mess
they created. Theresa May stepped into the breach as
Prime Minister and proceeded to spend the next years
isolating the government and making things even
messier. May has since stepped down, her place in
history as one of the UK’s least effective PMs assured.
So, what now? The truth is that nobody really seems to
know what is going on with Brexit. The UK is scheduled
to leave, deal or no deal (as the ghost of Noel Edmonds
cackles furiously at piles of dusty red boxes), on October
31, 2019, an apt day for what will surely be a horror
show. By that time there will be a new Prime Minister,
as the UK stumbles every closer to being led by Boris
Johnson, Boris bleedin’ Johnson. What will happen
with EU nationals living in the UK? Nobody knows.
What will happen with the British economy? Nobody
knows. The UK has had three years to work this all out,
but funnily enough that good old British spirit and stiff
upper lip didn’t seem to magically get the job done.
What will it mean for travel? You can copy and paste the
‘nobody knows’ in here, but the likelihood is that little will
change in any noticeable way. British travellers will find
themselves in new and exciting airport queues, while
British writers getting paid in Euros will see their earnings
go up as the Pound Sterling continues to tank. For years,
the wanderers and nomads of the world have praised
the mystery of travel, the magic of wandering into the
unknown in search of new adventures and all manner of
thrills and spills. It is time to test that vagabond steel. But
while we’re here, we’ve put together a little bit of Brexit
tourism for those lucky enough to visit London as the
people of Britain continue to circle the drain.
Autumn 2019
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Top 10 Annual Events in London
card costs £5 and doubles up as a great souvenir to take
home. Download the official London Underground app for
access to a map and station search engine.

RENTAL CARS

© Aitor Gonzalez Frias

If you feel a little overwhelmed upon arrival in London, you
are not alone. This is a city with millions of people charging
around at a million miles per hour (give or take), residents
embellished by masses of visitors every single day. The
airport network is the busiest in the world, and the myriad
of train stations and underground stops can be confusing
at the best of times. London’s transport deserves a guide all
to itself, but we hope we’ve covered the important bits in
this here nutshell.

AIRPORTS
London has six international airports, although referring
to some of them as ‘London airports’ seems a little
disingenuous. Luton (LTN) and Southend (SEN) are literal
cities in their own right, after all. Heathrow (LHR) is the largest
and busiest airport in the city by some margin, with almost
twice as many annual passengers as second-placed Gatwick
(LGW). Stansted (STN) comes in third, with London City (LCY)
rounding out the capital airports. Getting to the airports
isn’t too difficult, with express trains available for each of
them. Always give yourself a little extra time to get through
security, which can be a little heavy-handed at times.

BUS STATIONS
Unlike the train and plane equivalents, London is quite
simple when it comes to long-distance bus travel. Almost
all mainland coaches leave from London Victoria Coach
Station (not bus station, don’t get that mixed up), just a
short walk from Victoria underground. There aren’t a huge
amount of facilities in the station, but there is plenty in its
vicinity.

PUBLIC TRANSPORT
Public transport in London used to intimidate the holy
moly out of us, but we’ve since grown up and gotten
over ourselves. Those iconic red double-decker buses
traverse the city, but the chances are you’ll spend most
of your moving time in the subterranean setting of the
London Underground. Paper tickets can be purchased
at all stations but the system is becoming increasingly
paper-less, with Oyster cards now a staple of the city and
contactless payments more and more common. An Oyster
4
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You want to rent a car and drive in London? Are you mad?
Have you lost your marbles? The streets of the English
capital are busy and stressful, so only the most experienced
of drivers should plan on getting behind the wheel in town.
Getting out of the city is another thing altogether, and there
are a number of car rental offices around the city with most
of the big companies represented at London’s airports.
AUTO EUROPE
While London is one of the world’s truly great cities, and
you could spend a lifetime here and never walk down the
same street or eat at the same restaurant twice, a road trip
through the English countryside should also be a bucket list
experience for any self-respecting traveller. Not only are there
oodles of charming towns, hidden bits of coast, pristinely
preserved nature parks and famed historical sites to explore,
it’s also just fun to drive on the left hand side of the road (at
least for those of us from countries accustomed to the right).
If the preceding paragraph has piqued your interest for
an asphalt adventure, but you just realised that you’re
currently sans car, don’t worry, the folks at Auto Europe
make getting the best deal on a set of wheels a breeze. With
over 60 years of experience, Auto Europe works with wellknown suppliers and we love how all the available options
are clearly presented in one easy-to-compare matrix of
search results. Their site also includes useful extras like free
cancellation up to 48 hours before pick-up, no hidden credit
card fees and useful tips for road trips and local traffic rules.
Is your journey taking you beyond Merry Olde England?
No worries there either, as despite the name, Auto Europe
offers cars at some 20,000 locations in 180 countries around
the globe, with websites in local languages.Qtel. +44 123
3225 114, www.autoeurope.co.uk.

TAXIS
The black cab might be another iconic London staple, but
the city is such a traffic nightmare that we suggest enjoying
these from the outside. Even short rides can be depressingly
expensive. The city’s public transport network is extensive
enough to mean getting a taxi is easily avoided, unless you
have money to burn of course. The taxi drivers themselves
are largely fantastic fonts of London knowledge though.

TRAINS STATIONS
There are around 370 train stations in and around London,
so don’t expect us to go through them all in detail. Euston,
Paddington, Charing Cross, Victoria, Waterloo, King’s Cross
and St Pancras are the ones that will interest the travelling
visitor, with the latter your stop for the Eurostar. Most train
tickets will be for London (All Stations), so don’t worry too
much about specifics.
london.inyourpocket.com

Soho in Christmas | © Alexey Fedorenko

Not a day passes in London without a major event, so
narrowing the annual list to 10 is a difficult task at best.
These are our favourites, with a couple of outliers found in
amongst the world-famous events.

WIMBLEDON

TROOPING THE COLOUR

The most famous tennis tournament on the planet
takes place across two weeks in August and is a picture
of Britishness. Strawberries, cream, all white everything
and a British player losing in the semi-finals are
mandatory.

LONDON MARATHON

There is more to darts than booze and maths, and the PDC
World Championship final is now one of the most soughtafter tickets on the London sporting calendar. It takes place
every New Year’s Day, so plan ahead and bring your fancy
dress.

Trooping the Colour’ is the name given to the Queen’s
birthday parade, and the June celebration is decidedly
British. The Queen inspects her troops and the flags of the
battalion are passed down the troops, as the royal orchestra
soundtracks the whole thing. Rule Britannia, and all that jazz.
If running 26.2 miles in wacky fancy dress is your thing,
then get yourself signed up for the London Marathon. It
takes place every April.

WORLD DARTS CHAMPIONSHIP FINAL

NOTTING HILL CARNIVAL

CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW

Originally intended to shine a light on the poor social
conditions faced by London’s West Indian community, the
Notting Hill Carnival is now a major event on the calendar.
It is a celebration of the diversity that makes London so
special.

FA CUP FINAL

London’s most famous cultural event is The Proms, an
August celebration of classical and orchestral music. The
Royal Albert Hall is the venue.

Established in 1862, the Chelsea Flower Show is one of
the world’s most famous flower extravaganzas. It is a true
explosion of colour, with many of the finest products
available for purchase at quite extraordinary prices.
The centre of this piece will focus on sporting events, and
few carry as much tradition as the FA Cup final in May.
The tournament itself has lost importance over the years,
but there is still something special about this day out at
Wembley.

UNIVERSITY BOAT RACE

Oxford and Cambridge collide on the Thames, although the
hope is that the collision is only analogous. The boat race
takes place in the first week of April.

THE PROMS

CHRISTMAS

December is given over to all things festive, with traditional
European markets and all manner of warm alcohol flooding
the streets of London. Winter Wonderland is the epicentre
of it all, a somewhat expensive explosion of Santa (not
literally) in Hyde Park.

Autumn 2019
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RULES
London is full of brand spanking new restaurants, so why
not pay a visit to the city’s oldest? Rules was opened way
back in 1798 and specialises in real traditional British fare,
with an extra focus on game. An oldie and a goodie here
in Covent Garden.Q35 Maiden Lane, Covent Garden, tel.
+44 20 7836 5314, www.rules.co.uk. Open 12:00-23:45;
Sun 12:00-22:45.
THE DUKE OF RICHMOND
You can’t really beat a bit of pub grub, although don’t make
the mistake of assuming that means soil of the earth fodder
and little else. The Duke of Richmond offers top quality
fare using seasonal British produce, a doff of the cap to
this majestic island and all it creates. Renowned chef Tom
Oldroyd is at the wheel.Q316 Queensbridge Rd, tel. +44
20 7923 3990, www.thedukeofrichmond.com. Open
17:00-23:00; Sat 12:00-24:00; Sun 12:00-22:30.

BURGERS
BAR BOULUD
A delightful open kitchen space in Hyde Park, Bar Boulud
specialises in American burgers and more. Wait, why are
we talking about anything other than the absurdly-tall
burgers? These may be the tallest burgers on the planet.
Don’t believe us? Best of luck.Q66 Knightsbridge, tel.
+44 20 7201 3899, www.barboulud.com/london. Open
12:00-23:00; Thu, Fri, Sat 12:00-23:30.

© Brent Hofacker / Shutterstock.com

Food in London — where to start? This is a city defined
by its diversity, known for its cosmopolitan nature and
its willingness to embrace anything and everything no
matter where it is coming from. London’s restaurants are
as diverse as its people, a mish-mash of flavours, styles and
designs that offer something different every time. That is
true of the price, with outrageously expensive fine dining
nestled next to the most ‘street’ of street food options. We’re
a little apprehensive to keep going back to that ‘something
for everyone’, but it has never been more apt than as a
description of London’s culinary scene.

BARBECUE
TEMPER
We may well have died and gone to heaven. Temper is a
barbecue restaurant in a charming little basement that
wastes not a jot of its beast of choice, meat so tender it
practically wisps itself off the bone and slides its way into
your mouth. The kitchen is in the centre of the restaurant,
another inventive touch.Q25 Broadwick Street, tel. +44
20 3879 3834, www.temperrestaurant.com. Open
12:00-22:30; Thu, Fri, Sat 12:00-23:00; Sun 12:00-21:00.

Get the In Your Pocket
City Essentials App
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BRITISH
BISTRO UNION
Traditional British fare doesn’t necessarily mean food from
hundreds of years ago made from meat, vegetables and
potatoes (however great that may be). Bistro Union is a
modern take on the style, a friendly bistro in Clapham that
drags British food kicking and screaming (not literally) into
the modern age.Q40 Abbeville Road, tel. +44 20 7042
6400, www.bistrounion.co.uk. Open 12:00-22:00; Fri, Sat
09:30-22:00; Sun 09:30-20:30.
E PELLICCI
E Pellicci might not sound like the name of a traditional
British food spot, but don’t be fooled. This art deco worker’s
cafe has been an East London favourite for well over a
century. We’re not going to say it does the best Full English
in London, but we’re going to say it does the best Full
English in London.Q332 Bethnal Green Road, E2 6, tel.
+44 20 7739 4873, www.epellicci.co.uk. Open 07:0016:00; closed Sun.
MARKSMAN
A hark back to the Victorian era, the Marksman on Hackney
Road is a window into a simpler time for the people of
London. The interior is homely and the ale is delicious, both
of which go splendidly with one of the city’s most famous
Sunday Roasts.Q254 Hackney Road, tel. +44 20 7739
7393, www.marksmanpublichouse.com. Open 11:0024:00; Fri, Sat 11:00-01:00; Sun 10:00-23:00.
london.inyourpocket.com

MAC & WILD
The finest Scottish produce on the streets of the occupier’s
capital, Mac & Wild is a little victory in itself. The prevalence
of high quality beef makes for some of the most delectable
burgers in London, and anyone thinking burgers are quick
and easy is in for a surprise.Q9A Devonshire Square, tel.
+44 20 7637 0510, www.macandwild.com. Open 12:0015:30;17:30-22:30; Sat 11:00-18:00;18:30-23:00; closed Sun.
PATTY & BUN
Burgers, cocktails, what could go wrong? Add a
commitment to local produce on both the bread and
the burger front and you’ve got yourself a recipe for
mouthwatering success. Patty & Bun make some of
London’s best burgers, and with eight locations across
London there really is no excuse for missing out.Q54
James Street, tel. +44 20 7487 3188, www.pattyandbun.
co.uk. Open 11:30-22:30; Sun 11:30-22:00.

FINE DINING
MARCUS
Claret and white linen in a luxury five-star hotel, complete
with that requisite Michelin Star; of course Marcus is
one of the best restaurants in the city. Don’t turn up in
your scruffs, but do turn up expecting a modern twist
on traditional British cuisine that practically dives into
your mouth and heart (in that order).QThe Berkeley,
Wilton Place, Belgravia, tel. +44 20 7235 1200, www.
marcusrestaurant.com. Open 12:00-14:30;18:00-21:45;
Fri, Sat 12:00-15:00;17:30-21:45; closed Sun.
SOCIAL EATING HOUSE
The name might conjure up images and ideas of, well,
social eating and a charitable hand to the put-upon, but
Soho’s Social Eating House is actually one of the finest top
quality restaurants in London. The atmosphere is every
bit as amenable as the name suggests though, and the
dishes are equal parts simple and stupendous. A Michelin
Star well deserved.Q58 Poland Street, Soho, tel. +44 20
7993 3251, www.socialeatinghouse.com. Open 12:0014:30;18:00-22:30; closed Sun.
THE FIVE FIELDS
There’s a fine line between being the right amount of class and
an oppressively judgmental atmosphere, and The Five Fields
is well and truly on the right side of that. This is fine dining for
everyone, quality food that comes at a price but absolutely
should do. There are some great fixed menu options available
too.Q8-9 Blacklands Terrace, tel. 020 7838 1082, www.
fivefieldsrestaurant.com. Open 12:00-14:00;18:30-22:00;
Tue, Wed 18:30-22:00; closed Mon, Sun.

FRENCH
CLOS MAGGIORE
You don’t earn the title of ‘London’s Most Romantic
Restaurant’ by accident, and Clos Maggiore seems to walk
away with this title year after year. Exquisite French food
certainly helps, but the garden is so delightful that they
could serve friend chicken and the romance would still be
palpable.Q33 King Street, tel. +44 20 7379 9696, www.
closmaggiore.com. Open 12:00-14:30&17:00-23:00; Sun
12:00-14:30&17:00-22:00.

CHINESE
PEARL LIANG
It might not be the friendliest restaurant in the world, but
sometimes you eat out because you are after the quality
of food that you need to be a professional to create. Pearl
Liang is on top of that pile when it comes to Chinese food,
with a genuine Oriental interior to boot.Q8 Sheldon
Square, tel. +44 (0)207 289 700, www.pearlliang.co.uk.
Open 12:00-23:00.

Asian street food stall in Camden Market

© Paolo Paradiso
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INDIAN

5 MUST-TRY DISHES
IN LONDON

TANDOOR CHOP HOUSE
When people say that curry is now the British national dish,
they aren’t joking. Most Indian restaurants are happy to rest
on their laurels but not Tandoor Chop House, oh no. This
Adelaide Street cafe shows there is a lot more to Indian
food than spicy curries.Q8 Adelaide Street, tel. +44 20
3096 0359, www.tandoorchophouse.com. Open 11:3023:00; Sat 12:00-23:00; Sun 13:00-23:00.

ISRAELI

Full English Breakfast

© valeriiaarnaud

British food might not have the greatest reputation on
the planet, but when in Rome (London) you should
eat as the Romans (as you stereotypically expect the
English to). Meat and potatoes are king, to say the least.
FISH & CHIPS
The most British of all meals, fish & chips isn’t really as
ubiquitous as tourists seem to think. It takes more work
than it looks too, as there are few things worse than a
soggy fish and even soggier chips. If you get a crispy
duo served in old newspaper, you’re on to a winner.
SUNDAY ROAST
Meat, vegetables, potatoes, gravy. What more could
you want? A Sunday staple of any pub worth its salt,
the Sunday roast is the perfect pre-nap meal.
FULL ENGLISH BREAKFAST
If the Sunday roast is the perfect pre-nap meal, the
full English breakfast is absolute nirvana for the
hungover. Bacon, sausage, egg, baked beans, tomato,
mushrooms, black pudding and the occasional extra,
nothing helps a hangover like the breakfast definition
of grease and stodge.
ETON MESS
Moving away from meat and grease for a moment, Eton
mess is a traditional strawberry dessert that makes the
most of broken meringue and double whipped cream.
It is named after the old fancy-pants school from which
it originated.
BANGERS & MASH
Okay, back to the meat and potatoes. It doesn’t get
much more meat and potatoes than bangers & mash,
or sausage & mashed potato if we’re being formal.
Best served slathered in onion gravy with a pint of ale,
although we’d say that about almost all dishes on the
planet.
8
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THE BARBARY
Offering what they refer to as ‘Modern Israeli’ cuisine (we
aren’t entirely sure what that means), The Barbary is one
of the most all-round foodie experiences in London. The
queues are large and the struggle to get a table is real, but
the grilled dishes really make it worth the wait.Q16 Neal’s
Yard, www.thebarbary.co.uk. Open 12:00-15:00&17:0022:00; Sat 12:00-22:00; Sun 12:00-21:30.

MODERN
NEST
We all know that London has an abundance of fantastic chefs
cooking delightful dishes using immaculate local produce,
but would you be willing to go in blind? Nest offers just that, a
seven-dish set menu using a single animal that gets revealed
with the first dish. Unorthodox? Possibly. Delicious? Every
single time.Q177 Morning Lane, tel. 020 8986 0065, www.
nestfood.co.uk. Open 18:30-21:30; closed Mon, Tue, Sun.
SMOKE & SALT
Located in a shipping container in Brixton (a lot more inviting
than it sounds), Smoke & Salt transcends classification. There
is a British-tinge to the food it makes, but referring to it as
‘traditional British cuisine’ doesn’t tell the whole story, not
even a chapter or two. Inventive, to say the least.Q49 Brixton
Station Road, tel. +44 7421 327556, www.smokeandsalt.
com. Open 18:00-22:00; Fri 12:00-15:00&18:00-22:00; Sat
12:00-15:00&17:00-22:00; closed Sun.

PIZZA/ITALIAN
FUCINA
London is full of quality Italian restaurants but few take
as modern a look at the famous cuisine as West London’s
Fucina. The walk-in wine room certainly helps, and the
combination of refreshing wine and unbelievable food is
tough to match. Italian classics seen through modern eyes.
Q26 Paddington Street, tel. +44 20 7058 4444, www.
fucina.co.uk. Open 12:00-15:00;18:00-23:00; Sat 12:0023:00; Sun 12:00-22:00.
OI VITA PIZZERIA
The finest pizzeria in North London. Oi Vita has been
serving top tier pies in London for just a few short years,
but the Italian guys running the show have been doing this
london.inyourpocket.com

since they were barely into their teenage years. The proof is
in the pudding, which in this case is an array of delightful
pizzas. The interior is excellent as well.Q67 Newington
Green Road, tel. +44 20 3302 8700, www.oivita.london.
Open 18:00-23:30; Sat 12:00-23:30; Sun 12:00-22:30.
PIZZA PILGRIMS
Their motto is ‘In Crust We Trust’, and we’re totally onboard
with that. Pizza Pilgrims claim to offer the best Neapolitan
in London and we aren’t about to disagree. It all came
about after a six-week tour through Italy’s finest pizza
sports, making this multi-location pizzeria the finest Italian
souvenir we can imagine.Q11 Kingly St, tel. +44 20 7287
8964, www.pizzapilgrims.co.uk. Open 12:00-22:30; Sun
12:00-21:30.

SEAFOOD
PARSONS
Despite being an actual island, the seafood throughout
Great Britain tends to be a little disappointing. Not so at
Parsons in West London, a stunner of a restaurant that takes
its time and shows the way when it comes to seafood.
The fabulous wine certainly helps.Q39 Endell Street, tel.
02034220221, www.parsonslondon.co.uk. Open 12:0014:45&17:00-23:00; closed Sun.

SRI LANKAN
HOPPERS
The best exclusively Sri Lankan restaurant in London. Many
places offer a glimpse into the island but Hoppers is the
only one that has fully pinned its flag to the mast, and what
a treat it is. Spices all day long.Q49 Frith Street, tel. +44
20 3011 1632, www.hopperslondon.com. Open 12:0014:30&17:30-22:30; Fri, Sat 12:00-22:30; closed Sun.

TAPAS
BARRAFINA
With a number of splendid locations across London,
Barrafina is the capital’s best when it comes to good old
fashioned tapas. Social eating in a social environment, best
to come as early as possible to avoid the queues. Saying
that, this is London, there are queues for everything.Q2627 Dean Street, tel. +44 20 7440 1456, www.barrafina.
co.uk. Open 12:00-15:00&17:00-23:00; Sun 13:0015:30&17:30-22:00.

THAI
THE BEGGING BOWL
The menu isn’t huge but that’s how we like it. The Begging
Bowl offers a small run of unusual Thai dishes in a comfortable
setting, covering every spare inch of the Southeast
Asian nation. Thai culture in a very London environment.
Q168 Bellenden Road, tel. 020 7635 2627, www.
thebeggingbowl.co.uk. Open 18:00-22:00; Thu, Fri, Sat
12:00-14:30&18:00-22:00; Sun 12:00-15:00&18:00-21:30.

© Alex Hubenov / Shutterstock.com

VEGETARIAN
222 VEGAN CUISINE
The number in the name refers to the street address, but it
can feel like your eco-friendly options are in the hundreds at
this Hammersmith bistro. The lunchtime specials are grand,
with everything proudly flying the vegan flag high.Q222
North End Road, tel. +44 20 7381 2322, www.222vegan.
com. Open 12:00-15:30;17:30-22:30.
CUB
Good food, good drinks, good people and a good setting
— what else is needed? Cub is fast becoming one of
trendy East London’s most popular spots, a recycling-heavy
vegetarian cafe that offers fantastic food. The prices aren’t
low, but this is serious quality.Q153 Hoxton Street, tel.
+44 203 6933 202, www.lyancub.com. Open 18:0023:30; Sat 18:00-23:00; closed Mon, Tue, Sun.
HEMSLEY & HEMSLEY
Sadly nothing to do with Hunter Hearst Hemsley, the
Hemsley sisters are at the forefront of the healthy
eating craze that has taken London and social media
by storm. The two have a number of best-selling
books out, the recipes from which make up the menu
at their charming little vegetarian cafe in Selfridges.
Q400 Oxford Street, tel. 020 7318 3170, www.
hemsleyandhemsley.com/home/cafe. Open 09:3021:00; Sun 11:30-18:30.

VIETNAMESE
BÚNBÚNBÚN
Now with a couple of locations in East London (Hoxton
and Dalston), BúnBúnBún is one of the best Vietnamese
restaurants in the Big Smoke. It covers the width and
breadth of the Southeast Asian sensation, offering popular
Vietnamese food with a number of lesser known options.
Q134B Kingsland Rd, tel. +44 20 7729 6494, www.
bunbunbun.co. Open 12:00-23:00; Fri, Sat 12:00-23:30;
Sun 12:00-22:30.
Autumn 2019
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It might come as somewhat of a surprise, but London took
its time warming up to the international coffee revolution. It
is more than making up for lost time now, with a fine roster
of cafes taking their coffee very seriously. Tea dominates
this town however, and there are few more stereotypically
‘English’ experiences than afternoon tea and a gossip.

COFFEE
ALLPRESS ESPRESSO
A splendid little espresso bar with a couple of locations in
the city, Allpress uses beans roasted on site and the proof
is in the pudding, which in this case is a piping hot cup of
coffee. Coffee has long been the starting point of many a
human relationship and that commitment to community
and conversation is alive and well here.Q55 Dalston Lane,
tel. 020 7749 1780, www.uk.allpressespresso.com. Open
07:30-16:00; Sat, Sun 09:00-16:00.
ESTERS
London can be a little daunting from time to time, but there
is a homely quality to Esters that keeps us coming back
again and again and again. There might be a few too many
rules for some (WiFi is only available through the week, cash
isn’t accepted) but this is a bright cafe that sticks to its guns
and provides some magnificent fare along the way.Q55
Kynaston Road, www.estersn16.com. Open 08:00-16:00;
Sat 09:00-16:00; Sun 10:00-16:00; closed Mon.
KAFFEINE
Heavily inspired by the coffee culture of Australia and New
Zealand, Kaffeine was something of a revelation when it came
to Fitzrovia. There are plenty of lunch options but it is the
beans that remain king, and the espresso is arguably the best
in the city. Kaffeine has two locations, both within spitting
distance (not literally) of Oxford Street.Q66 Great Titchfield
Street, tel. +44 20 7580 6755, www.kaffeine.co.uk. Open
07:30-18:00; Sat 08:30-18:00; Sun 09:00-17:00.
LE CAFÉ ALAIN DUCASSE
Coffee isn’t for rushing, it is a drink for those who are happy
to take time and enjoy it. Le Café Alain Ducasse understands
this in detail, which makes this King’s Cross stop a constant
treat in our books. Alain Ducasse may have received his
Michelin Star thanks to his cuisine, but his coffee isn’t too
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shabby either.QStable St, Kings Cross, tel. +44 0 203 668
7749, www.lecafe-alainducasse.com. Open 09:00-18:00;
Sat 09:00-20:00; Sun 10:00-18:00.
ST DAVID COFFEE HOUSE
We’re partial to anything with even the slightest hint of
Wales, so coming across St David Coffee House was a true
joy. A friendly little cafe in Forest Hill, community is king
here, whether we’re talking about the excellent coffee or
the local art that adorns the walls. Keep an eye open for the
not infrequent events too.Q5 David’s Road, tel. +44 20
8291 6646. Open 08:00-17:00; Fri 08:00-23:00; Sat 09:0018:00; Sun 10:00-16:00; closed Mon.

TEA
CANDELLA TEA ROOM
Fancy a little bit of class with your afternoon tea? Get
yourself to Candella Tea Room, a charming option in
Kensington.Q34 Kensington Church Street, tel. +44 20
7937 4161, www.candellatearoom.com. Open 10:0018:00; Sat, Sun 10:00-19:00.
TEA HOUSE THEATRE
English tea is often thought of as a grand affair, but there
is a charming homeliness to Tea House Theatre that we’re
just a little bit in love with. This is award-winning tea in
gorgeous surroundings, a teahouse by day that becomes a
delightful theatre at night. Fantastic.Q139 Vauxhall Walk,
tel. 02072074585, www.teahousetheatre.co.uk. Open
09:30-20:00; Thu, Fri, Sat 09:30-22:00; Sun 10:00-20:00.
TWININGS
The oldest teahouse in London. In a city famous for the
stuff that honour carries much weight, and tea lovers
absolutely must make a beeline for the Twinings teahouse
at 216 Strand. There is even a sampling counter, which
we’re always in favour of.Q216 Strand, tel. +44 1264
313444, www.twinings.co.uk. Open 09:30-19:30; Mon
11:0018:00; Sat, Sun 11:00-18:00.
URBAN TEA ROOMS
Urban Tea Rooms is exactly what you think it is, albeit not
as urban and consisting of just one room. There’s plenty of
tea though, along with coffee, cocktails and a wide variety
of locally-sourced produce.Q19 Kingly St Soho, tel. +44
20 7434 3767, www.urbantearooms.com. Open 07:3023:00; Tue, Wed, Thu 07:30-23:30; Fri 07:30-24:00; Sat
10:00-24:00; Sun 10:00-18:00.
YUMCHAA
‘Yumchaa’ is Cantonese for ‘drink tea’, so you can do the
rest of the math when it comes to this stylish spot. With
locations in King’s Cross and Soho, Yumchaa aims to do
justice to that famous afternoon tea, focusing on flavour
and leaf with a little bit of charm on the side. It all started
as a market stall in 2004, and who knows what the future
holds.QKing’s Cross, 1 Granary Square. Open 08:0019:00; Sat, Sun 10:00-18:00.
london.inyourpocket.com
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Out on the town in the Big Smoke? You are in for a treat, as
long as your wallet complies. London’s nightlife is as varied
as it is energetic, with every single possible box ticked
for those looking to exchange cash for alcohol. The good
old fashioned British boozer is the pinnacle, but the city’s
diverse and cosmopolitan nature means there are plenty
of wine bars, cocktail bars and all the rest for those after
something other than ale.

BARS
THE DOODLE BAR
That name is literal. The interior of Doodle Bar is one
massive doodle, a wall that punters are free to express
themselves on however they see fit. There is more to this
southeast bar than the gimmick of course, with frequent
events and a fine line in beer, gin, cocktails and food.Q60
Druid Street, tel. +44 20 7403 3222, www.thedoodlebar.
com. Open 12:00-24:00; Wed 17:00-23:00; Thu 12:0023:00; closed Mon, Tue, Sun.

COCKTAIL BARS
LITTLE NAN’S BAR
This is a little out of left field, to say the least. Little Nan’s
Bar is found in South London and specialises in the absurd,
the unusual with a definite London twang. Where else do
you get served cocktails in teapots and Pat Butcher glares
from the walls? It is indeed as if your nan has set up a

cocktail bar after a long weekend with no small amount of
psychedelics.QArch 14, 4 Deptford Market Yard, tel. +44
7792 205375, www.littlenans.co.uk. Open 17:00-23:00;
Wed, Thu 15:00-23:00; Fri, Sat 12:00-24:00; Sun 12:0022:00.
SATAN’S WHISKERS
Hipsters might get plenty of bad press these days, but we’re
not going to turn our eyes away from exposed brickwork,
an excess of taxidermy and some of the most captivating
cocktails in East London. That’s all you need to know about
Satan’s WhiskersQ343 Cambridge Heath Road, tel. +44
20 7739 8362. Open 17:00-24:00.
THE CONNAUGHT
We generally only get to The Connaught once a year,
but that is more to do with our profligacy than the place
itself. This is Mayfair’s classiest cocktail bar, a place to visit
in your finest threads with plenty of cash in the back
pocket. This isn’t your everyday cocktail bar, oh no.QThe
Connaught, 16 Carlos Pl, tel. +44 20 7499 7070, www.
the-connaught.co.uk/restaurants-bars/connaught-bar.
Open 00:00-24:00.
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CRAFT BEER BARS
MOTHER KELLY’S
An industrial craft beer heaven and comfortable patio in
East London, Mother Kelly’s has more choice in its taps
and fridges than a choice convention (if such things are
accepted to exist). The variety is a little overwhelming,
but the knowledgeable staff will help you decipher your
gose from your porters.Q251 Paradise Row, tel. +44
207 012 1244, www.motherkellys.co.uk. Open 12:0023:00; Mon 16:00-23:00; Fri, Sat 12:00-24:00; Sun
12:00-23:00.
THE WATERLOO TAP
Train stations aren’t usual teeming with top quality boozing
options, but London is no ordinary city. The Waterloo Tap
has masses of excellent beer in its taps and fridges, with
a number of takeout bottles on offer for those wanting
something to help the journey go a little quicker.QArch
147, tel. +44 20 3455 7436, www.waterlootap.com.
Open 12:00-23:00; Wed, Thu 12:00-23:30; Fri 12:0000:00; Sat 11:00-24:00; Sun 11:00-22:00.

NIGHTCLUBS
EGG LONDON
If you like your clubs soaked in strobes as the volume
reaches deafening levels, nights inspired by copious
amounts of alcohol as the dancefloor fills up with a
strangely large number of people wearing sunglasses in a
darkened room, Egg is the club for you.Q200 York Way,
tel. +44 20 7871 7111, www.egglondon.co.uk. Open Tue
22:30-05:00; Thu 22:00-06:00; Fri 23:00-06:00; Sat 23:0007:00; Sun 14:00-06:00; closed Mon, Wed.
FABRIC
London is full of places that were on the verge of extinction
before being saved by the community, a salvation that led
to much-needed changes in London’s clubbing scene. This
is the capital’s top club, a cavern of a place that is full to
bursting point all night long.Q77a Charterhouse Street,
tel. +44 20 7336 8898, www.fabriclondon.com. Open Fri
23:00-07:00; Sat 23:00-08:00; Sun 23:00-05:30; closed
Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu.
MINISTRY OF SOUND
If dance music has a mecca in London, then Ministry of
Sound is it. It has been passed by edgier options in the
modern age but that doesn’t lessen the influence of this
Elephant & Castle joint. Its name and reputation might
precede it, but the importance of this club cannot be
overstated.Q103 Gaunt St, tel. +44 20 7740 8600, www.
ministryofsound.com. Open Tue 22:30-03:00; Fri 22:3006:00; Sat 23:00-06:00; closed Mon, Wed, Thu, Sun.
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PHONOX
No suits, no photography on the dancefloor, no pretence.
Phonox is as down to earth as clubbing in London gets,
which is refreshing in itself. The range of DJs is also
refreshingly varied, making this southwest spot a favourite
with those after something more than your standard night
out.Q418 Brixton Rd, Brixton, tel. +44 20 7095 9411,
www.phonox.co.uk. Open 21:30-04:00; Sun 16:0022:00; closed Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu.
XOYO
If a club is only as good as its DJs, XOYO deserves its place
at the top of the London tree. A legend of Shoreditch, this
two-storey nightclub doesn’t really push the envelop but
then it doesn’t need to, as it is too busy dancing the night
away.Q32-37 Cowper Street, tel. +44 20 7608 2878,
www.xoyo.co.uk. Open 21:30-04:00; Mon, Tue, Thu
22:00-03:00; closed Wed, Sun.

PUBS
CHESHAM ARMS
You know where you stand with his old fashioned
Hackney boozer. One of the many pubs saved by the local
community, there are few things better than an afternoon
ale by the far at this classic spot.Q15 Mehetabel Road,
tel. +44 20 8986 6717, www.cheshamarms.com. Open
16:00-23:00; Fri, Sat 12:00-23:00; Sun 12:00-10:30.
EARL OF ESSEX
A beer pub for people who take their plonk seriously, but
not too seriously. That might seem a little bit middling, but
North London’s Earl of Essex is a heaven for beer aficionados
that manages to stay the right side of pretension. We could
easily spend all day and all night in here.Q25 Danbury
Street, tel. +44 20 7424 5828, www.earlofessex.net.
Open 12:00-23:30; Fri 12:00-24:30; Sat 12:00-24:00; Sun
12:00-23:00.
THE FRENCH HOUSE
A true Soho institution, The French House might well be
the best known drinking hole in London’s naughtiest
neighbourhood. This is about as un-British as London pubs
get, a beer house that only serves beer in half pints, but its
history makes it more than worth a look. It was here that
Charles De Gaulle organised the Free French Forces after
all.Q49 Dean Street, Soho, tel. +44 20 7437 2477, www.
frenchhousesoho.com. Open 12:00-23:00; Sun 12:0022:30.
THE MAYFLOWER
London is full of pubs that are positively creaking with
history but few are as old and as famous as The Mayflower.
Sat on the banks of the Thames, this is the oldest of
London’s riverside drinking holes and a veritable national
institution. Perfect in the summer, as the Thames goes
about its merry way under the planks.Q117 Rotherhithe
St, tel. +44 20 7237 4088, www.mayflowerpub.co.uk.
Open 11:00-23:00; Sun 12:00-22:30.
london.inyourpocket.com
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YE OLDE CHESHIRE CHEESE
Don’t be fooled by its wacky name — Ye Olde Cheshire
Cheese is London history personified. Rebuilt soon after
the Great Fire of London in 1666, this Fleet Street pub
has served everyone from Dickens and Twain and there is
plenty of life in it yet. Low on light, high on spirit.Q145
Fleet St, tel. +44 20 7353 6170. Open 12:00-23:00; closed
Sun.

WHISKY BARS
BLACK ROCK
Whisky is an altogether more serious drink, so it is great to
see bars like Black Rock in Shoreditch. There is a brooding
quality to the place that can only come with a glass of
whisky, although that whole ‘drink from a tree’ thing is a
bit mad. Keep an eye out for the frequent tasting events.
Q9 Christopher Street, tel. +44 20 7247 4580, www.
blackrock.bar. Open 17:00-24:00; Thu, Fri, Sat 17:0002:00; closed Sun.

WINE BARS
DIOGENES THE DOG
A classy wine bar and shop in Elephant and Castle,
Diogenes the Dog has more energy than the Greek
philosopher it takes its name from. The wines on offer aren’t
afraid to divert from the norm either, taking chances where
chances are usually avoided. Two thumbs up.Q96 Rodney

Road, tel. +44 20 7703 5570, www.diogenesthedog.
co.uk. Open 16:00-23:00; Thu, Fri 12:30-23:00; Sat, Sun
11:00-23:00.
SAGER & WILDE
A winter favourite in Hackney, Sager & Wilde is fast
becoming East London’s premier spot for oenophiles
citywide. The range is great and the prices are more than
reasonable, with plenty of food to compliment the bevvy
of beverages available.QArch 250 Paradise Row, tel. 44
20 7613 0478, www.sagerandwilde.com/hackney-road.
Open 12:00-15:00&17:00-22:30/23:00; Mon 17:00-22:00;
Sat 11:00-15:00&17:00-23:00; Sun 1:00-15:00&17:0022:00.
TERROIRS
All things Mediterranean are embraced at this wine bar
and restaurant in the very heart of London. There are
a number of meals created to compliment the wine,
making for a fantastically rounded wine experience
in Covent Garden.Q5 William IV St, tel. +44 20 7036
0660, www.terroirswinebar.com. Open 12:00-23:00;
closed Sun.
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HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT
The Houses of Parliament may or may not be on fire by the
time you visit, such is the erratic nature of British politics
at the moment, although it wouldn’t be the first time that
flames have engulfed this magnificent complex. It is here
that the levers of British democracy churn away, as the
country’s MPs sit and debate whatever it is that is on the
minute sheet for this day. Self-guided tours are available,
although the immensely detailed guided tour should
definitely be considered.QWestminster, tel. +44 20 7219
3000, www.parliament.uk/visiting.
LONDON EYE
We’re usually a little wary when it comes to gigantic
observation wheels, but there breadth and scope of the
London Eye really sets it apart from the rest. The views
are deserving of the breathtaking sobriquet, while no
expense is spared when it comes to dispensing a wealth
of information in a wide variety of languages. Open to
the public since the year 2000, this is the most popular
paid tourist attraction in the entire country, attracting
almost four million wide-eyed visitors annually. Standard
tickets start at £27.QRiverside Building, County Hall,
Westminster Bridge Road, tel. +44 870 990 8883, www.
londoneye.com. Open 11:00-20:30.
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The phrase ‘something for everyone’ has never been quite
so apt. London is a veritable treasure trove of tourism, a
city full to the gills with iconic architecture, inspiring
galleries, awesome history and more museums than you
can shake your first at. Those museums are among the
best in the world by the way, so best not to shake your
first too heartily. It’ll take some superhuman efforts to
get round everything London has to offer, giving all the
more reason to make multiple visits to the English capital.
London itself is a major attraction, but these sights make
London what it is.

TOP ATTRACTIONS
BIG BEN
It isn’t too much of a stretch to say that Big Ben is the most
photographed clock in the world. Built in 1859, the famous
clock and tower is actually called the Elizabeth Tower, but
everyone and their dog knows it by its more informal
moniker, a sobriquet thought to have been inspired by
the Welsh civil engineer who oversaw its installation. The
clock tower was once voted the most popular landmark
in the entire country, so no trip to the capital is complete
without snapping a shot of Big Ben, although the tower
is currently undergoing some much needed renovations.
QWestminster, SW1A 0AA, tel. +44 20 7219 4272,
www.parliament.uk/bigben.
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BUCKINGHAM PALACE
The most famous house on the planet? Okay, so Buckingham
Palace is a little more than your standard dwelling, but this
may well be the most iconic residence on Planet Earth. The
Queen (yes The Queen) lives here, a stately-as-stately-gets
mansion built in 1703 for the Duke of Buckingham which
became the official residence of the monarch in 1837. Visits are
possible during the summer months, and you’ll quite simply
be blown away by the opulence on show. Don’t expect to see
Her Majesty on your tour however — visits are only available
when she is out of town.QLondon SW1A 1AA, tel. +44 20
7930 4832, www.royal.uk/royal-residences-buckinghampalace. Open 09:00-17:00; closed Sat, Sun.
HAMPTON COURT PALACE
King Henry VIII might be the most famous of all historic
English monarchs, but only two palaces have survived
the centuries since the belligerent king’s reign. Hampton
Court Palace is the most impressive, although much of
the Tudor history was removed during King William III’s
massive renovation spree. The palace and its gardens are
among the most awe-inspiring in London and its maze
remains one of the most famous of its kind, although those
hoping to get utterly confused and completely lost might
be disappointed. The palace is best approached by getting
a train to Hampton Court, found in Zone 6.QKT8 9AU East
Molesey, Surrey, tel. +44 844 482 7777, www.hrp.org.
uk/hampton-court-palace. Open 10:00-16:30.
london.inyourpocket.com

PICCADILLY CIRCUS
Few things bring home the essence of being in London like
Piccadilly Circus. Neon advertising signs flash brightly above
the teeming mass of humanity that is London’s residents
and visitors, as a conveyer belt of taxis and buses trundle
pass. It might not sound like the perfect tourist attraction,
but there is something about this public space that really
excites. The Shaftesbury Memorial Fountain is found on the
southeast of the circus, although don’t make the mistake
of calling it ‘Eros’ like so many others — the winged figure
commemorated is actually Anteros.QPiccadilly Circus, tel.
+44 20 7930 0488.
ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL
The dominant feature of London’s skyline, St Paul’s
Cathedral stands on the highest point of the city, at the top
of Ludgate Hill. This English Baroque beauty is the second
largest church building in the country, although the dome
itself is one of the biggest on the planet. It is here that the
country’s major services are held, be they notable funerals,
jubilees or the arrival of major peace. The cathedral is a
working church, but tourists are free to come and go as
they please, although by free we mean £20 on the door
(with discounted tickets available online).QSt Paul’s
Churchyard, tel. +44 20 7236 4128, www.stpauls.co.uk/.
TOWER BRIDGE
The city’s most iconic bridge. Tower Bridge is one of those
famous structures that offers more in actuality than it does
in photographs, a truly memorable landmark that is every
bit as functional and practical as it aesthetically impressive.
Completed in 1894, the bridge connects Tower Hamlets on
the north to Southwark on the south, with 244metres of

absolute grace above the historic River Thames. It doesn’t
get much more Instagrammable than this.QTower Bridge
Road, tel. +44 20 7403 3761, www.towerbridge.org.uk.
Open 09:30-17:00.
TOWER OF LONDON
Founded in 1066 as part of the Norman Conquest of
England, the Tower of London has seen plenty of ups and
downs in the years since. It has fulfilled a number of roles
(including a stint as a zoo, of all things), but it is perhaps
best known for the more gruesome elements of its history.
The Tower acted as a prison for many years, and a host
of notable Brits spent time in its dank cells, among them
Elizabeth ! and Sir Walter Raleigh, and is famous for being a
place of torture, death and despair. Sounds like the perfect
tourist attraction to us.QSt Katharine’s & Wapping, tel.
+44 20 3166 6000, www.hrp.org.uk/tower-of-london.
Open 09:00-17:30; Mon, Sun 10:00-17:30.
TRAFALGAR SQUARE
A major London landmark since the days of the 14th
century, Trafalgar Square can lay claim to being the spiritual
centre of this remarkable city. Put simply, if something is
happening in London then there will be plenty of people
hanging around Trafalgar Square, surrounding the 52metre
Nelson’s Column and the many other sculptures and
fountains that ring the square. Political protests often take
place here, making it easy to forget about the magnificent
architecture that surrounds this famous London spot.
QTrafalgar Square, Charing Cross.
WESTMINSTER ABBEY
It is more than just a church, both literally and figuratively.
Westminster Abbey (or the Collegiate Church of St Peter at
Westminster, to be exact) is where kings and queens are
crowned and where the monarchs are eventually buried, a
stunning Gothic beauty with over a millennium of history
behind it and more than a millennium to come. The details
are seemingly endless, be it the intricate work of the exterior
or the nothing-left-to-chance nature of the inside. The old
museum inside has been replaced by the Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee Galleries, housed inside the abbey’s triforium.Q20
Deans Yd, tel. +44 20 7222 5152, www.westminsterabbey.org. Open 09:30-15:30; Sat 09:00-15:00.

Tower Bridge
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at London’s National Maritime Museum. The museum is
spread over three floors of a predictably beautiful building
in Greenwich, and admission is free with the exception
of certain exhibitions.QPark Row, Greenwich,, tel. +44
20 8312 6608, www.rmg.co.uk/national-maritimemuseum. Open 10:00-17:00.

People and traffic at Picadilly Circus
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MUSEUMS & GALLERIES
CHURCHILL WAR ROOMS
People might close their eyes and imagine historic wars
being led to high-ranking individuals in elegant suites,
pushing toy soldiers across massive maps, but the reality
has always been somewhat different. Winston Churchill
marshalled the nation through World War II from this
underground complex in Westminster, although the
historic rooms weren’t open to the public until a big push
by Margaret Thatcher in the 1980s. The Churchill War
Rooms make up one of the five branches of the Imperial
War Museum.QClive Steps, King Charles Street, tel. +44
20 7930 6961, www.iwm.org.uk/visits/churchill-warrooms. Open 09:30-18:00.
HORNIMAN MUSEUM
Fans of taxidermy, you are in for a treat. The Horniman
Museum has one of the most celebrated taxidermy
collections going, the main event of which is a now worldfamous stuffed walrus. Born out of the world’s largest
tea trading company (the museum, not the walrus),
the Horniman Museum is found in 16 acres of stunning
gardens near Forest Hill.Q100 London Road, tel. +44 20
8699 1872, www.horniman.ac.uk. Open 10:00-17:30.
MADAME TUSSAUDS
Wax museums might not be the most popular in the
modern age, but Madame Tussauds has enough history
in the bank to regain more than enough credibility to
justify a visit. The whole thing started as an 18th century
travelling show, before blossoming into the most famous
collection of wax figures on the planet. If you want a selfie
with anyone from David Beckham to Mahatma Gandhi, The
Incredible Hulk to Miley Cyrus, this is the (somewhat pricey)
place to go.QMarylebone Road, tel. +44 871 894 3000,
www.madametussauds.com/london/en. Open 10:0016:00; Sat, Sun 09:00-16:00.
NATIONAL MARITIME MUSEUM
The British Empire was the largest the world has ever
seen, and much of it came about due to that whole ‘the
English had ships before everyone else’ thing. It stands
to reason that the UK has a long and proud history of
maritime exploration and fascinating, a story best heard
16 London In Your Pocket

NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY
Opened in 1856, London’s National Portrait Gallery was
the first of its kind around the globe. Most of the nation’s
most important historical personalities are represented in
portrait form within, from William Shakespeare to kings and
queens via everyday folk on the streets of the capital. Entry
is free.QSt Martin’s Place, tel. +44 20 7306 0055, www.
npg.org.uk. Open 10:00-18:00.

think about covering it all in one visit.QGreat Russell St,
Bloomsbury, tel. +44 20 7323 8299. Open 10:00-17:30;
Fri 10:00-20:30.
THE CLINK PRISON MUSEUM
People have been visiting The Clink prison in Southbank
since the 12th century, although nobody was doing so by
choice until the modern age. The history of this infamous
slammer is every bit as tumultuous as one would expect,
but it makes for a fascinating museum in the 21st century.
The conditions of prisons back in the day was grim, to say
the least.Q1 Clink Street, tel. +44 20 7403 0900, www.
clink.co.uk. Open 10:00-18:00; Sat, Sun 10:00-19:30.

NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM
When we were but young exploration-hungry pups,
London’s Natural History Museum was a place of awe and
splendour. This excitement remains today, and the South
Kensington museum is an absolute must for anyone
interested in the wonderful history of our planet’s beasts,
both living and long gone. The dinosaur exhibitions
inspired that youthful awe, and fans of extinct lizards are
in for a treat and then some.QCromwell Road, tel. +44 20
7942 5000, www.nhm.ac.uk. Open 10:00-17:50.
SCIENCE MUSEUM
Why waste millions on a brand name museum? The
Science Museum is another excellent house of culture in
South Kensington, a museum full to breaking point with
innovative creations and otherworldly ideas come to life.
The oldest surviving steam locomotive is here, along with
the first jet engine and documentation of the first typewrite,
among thousands of other priceless bits of science history.
QExhibition Road, South Kensington, tel. +44 20 7942
4000, www.sciencemuseum.org.uk. Open 10:00-18:00.
TATE MODERN
One of four Tate galleries in the United Kingdom (two of
which are located in London), the Tate Modern may just
be the finest. It does exactly what you expect, namely
celebrating and exploring international art from 1900 to
the present day. It is the second most-visited museum in
the UK, and all of the permanent exhibitions are free to
explore.QMillbank, Westminster, tel. +44 20 7887 8888,
www.tate.org.uk/visit/tate-modern. Open 10:00-18:00.
THE BRITISH MUSEUM
The British Museum was the very first public national
museum in the world, which is reason alone to schedule
a visit. Add to this an incredible range of artefacts covering
human history from the very beginning to the modern age,
one of the most comprehensive permanent collections in
existence, and you have yourself arguably the most mustvisit museum in town. Much of the collection was put
together during the halcyon days of the British Empire, a
subject that becomes more hotly disputed all the time,
but The British Museum is a wonder all in itself. Don’t even
london.inyourpocket.com

VICTORIA & ALBERT MUSEUM
Established way back in 1852, the Victoria & Albert Museum is
the world’s largest decorative arts and design museum in the
world. There are more than two million artefacts inside this
beauty, covering every corner of the globe and more than
five millennia of art. Head to South Kensington underground
station to access the museum. Admission is free.QCromwell
Road, South Kensington, tel. +44 20 7942 2000, www.
vam.ac.uk. Open 10:00-17:45; Fri 10:00-22:00.
WALLACE COLLECTION
Not all art galleries in London are vast caverns of famous
masterpieces. the Wallace Collection, housed in a former
townhouse on Manchester Square, is one of the capital’s
best small galleries, a collection of fine and decorative
arts mostly from the 15th to 18th centuries. Those classics
are also on the walls, in a gallery that is as much a living
museum as it is a treasure trove of art.QHertford House,
Manchester Square, tel. +44 20 7563 9500, www.
wallacecollection.org. Open 10:00-17:00.

PALACES

Statue of Charles Darwin, Natural History Museum

© pio3

THE LONDON MUSEUM
London is a city defined by its history, but the many twists
and turns over the centuries make for an immensely
complex and confusing story. The London Museum
remains the best place to visit for clarity and understanding,
as the Barbican-located spot is the largest urban museum
in the world. The museum is just a short walk from St Paul’s
Cathedral, further embellishing the inherently ‘London’
atmosphere of this most historic area.Q150 London Wall,
tel. +44 20 7600 2352, www.museumoflondon.org.uk/
museum-london. Open 10:00-18:00.
THE NATIONAL GALLERY
Found directly on famous Trafalgar Square, the National
Gallery is home to thousands of pieces covering everything
from the 13th century to the modern age. Works by da
Vinci, van Gogh, Monet, Turner and other greats await
inside, making this one of the great art galleries in
Europe. The audio guide is well worth shelling out a fiver
for.QTrafalgar Square, tel. +44 20 7747 2885, www.
nationalgallery.org.uk. Open 10:00-18:00.
THE ROYAL OBSERVATORY
One of the most important centres of astronomy on the planet,
The Royal Observatory has a can’t be beaten location on a hill
in Greenwich Park, above the magnificent Thames. Some of
the most important tools in the history of universal navigation
are found here, along with a splendid modern planetarium.
QBlackheath Avenue, Greenwich, tel. +44 20 8312 6608,
www.rmg.co.uk/royal-observatory. Open 10:00-17:00.

KENSINGTON PALACE
A long-time favourite of royals, Kensington Palace was
the palace in London in the 17th and 18th centuries. This
marvellous mansion was chosen by William and Mary of
Orange in order to improve the health of the former, and
its many magnificent rooms are now open for the public
to explore. There is a special section set aside for the early
years of Queen Victoria, well worth the admission alone.
That admission is considerably cheaper when booked
online.QKensington Gardens, tel. +44 20 3166 6000,
www.hrp.org.uk/kensington-palace. Open 10:00-18:00.
SOMERSET HOUSE
Built on the site of an old Tudor palace, the Somerset House
is a colossal Neoclassical building from the mind of 18th
century architect William Chambers, a stunner that rings
one of London’s great open courtyards. Now home to
restaurants, offices, galleries and more, free guided tours
of the complex run three times a week. Check the official
website for the ever-changing hours and details.QStrand
London, tel. +44 20 7845 4600, www.somersethouse.
org.uk. Open 08:00-23:00.

PARKS & GARDENS
HYDE PARK
The lungs of London. A monumental stretch of verdant
might in the heart of the capital, Hyde Park opened to the
public in 1637 and hasn’t looked back since. The park is
famous for being the setting of many protests throughout
history, although major concerts have replaced rebellions
as the main bringer of crowds in the 21st century. Do keep
an eye out around Speakers’ Corner though — you never
know who you might see on the public soapbox.QW2
2UH, tel. +44 300 061 2000, www.royalparks.org.uk/
parks/hyde-park. Open 05:00-24:00.
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London is in many ways the complete tourist-friendly city,
and there are more than enough options to keep the pulse
up while in town. More and more unique activities are
springing up all the time as London keeps its heads above
the rest when it comes to innovation, finding new ways to
get the blood flowing all the time. Tours, sports, workshops
and more, it’s all here.

FOOTBALL IN LONDON

BEST LONDON TOURS
HARRY POTTER TOUR FOR MUGGLES
Harry Potter is well and truly among the most famous of
Britain’s cinematic exports, and wizard fever remains at
large in London. Tour For Muggles is an extensive tour
around the many sights, spots and sounds in the capital

Wembley Stadium

FAMILIES & KIDS
Cities don’t come much more child-friendly than
London. Almost all of the city’s great museums cater
for young ones in one way or another, none more so
than the dinosaur-heavy Natural History Museum.
London is a city full of wide-eyed excitement, perfect
for entertaining kids and adults all at the same time.
HMS BELFAST
Once a cruiser ship in the Royal Navy, the HMS Belfast
is now permanently moored as a museum on the
Thames. It served in World War II, but its modern state is
that of a kid-friendly museum chock-full of fascinating
historical information about life on the seas. As with
many London museums, tickets are discounted online.
QThe Queen’s Walk, tel. +44 20 7940 6300, www.
iwm.org.uk/visits/hms-belfast. Open 10:00-18:00.
LONDON ZOO
Almost 700 species of animal make up London Zoo, the
oldest scientific zoo on God’s green Earth. Zoos may
not be as fashionable as they once were, but the variety
of animals at London Zoo is guaranteed to enthral. It
isn’t cheap, but it is fascinating. The zoo is located in
Regent’s Park, so head to the station of the same name.
QOuter Circle, Regent’s Park, tel. +44 344 225 1826,
www.zsl.org/zsl-london-zoo. Open 10:00-18:00.
SEA LIFE LONDON AQUARIUM
Now into its third decade, London’s Sea Life Aquarium
went under a major reconstruction at the start of the
decade and can now lay confidant claim to being the
best of its kind in the country. The Shark Walk is exactly
what you imagine, a walkway embellished by the
sinister presence of sharks floating above and below,
and there are plenty of friendlier beasts around too.
The aquarium also specialises in breeding programs.
QCounty Hall, Westminster Bridge Road, www.
visitsealife.com/london. Open 10:00-18:00; Sat
09:30-19:00; Sun 10:00-18:00.
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If anyone claims that football isn’t the most popular
sport in the UK, they are being intentionally contrarian.
The beautiful game is almost impossible to avoid across
the country, and London is the undisputed capital of
the country in this regard. No city on the planet has as
many top quality stadiums and a visit to one is a must
for any sport fanatic. But who to follow? We’ll help you.

London Marathon | © IR Stone

that inspired JK Rowling all those years ago. The tour takes
two and a half hours and is recommended for young and
old fans of Harry Potter, although a tube ticket for Zone 1 is
also required.QDuke St Hill, tel. +44 7914 151041, www.
tourformuggles.com. Open 09:00-17:00; Tue 09:0018:30; closed Mon.
LONDON KAYAK COMPANY
The Thames is undoubtedly one of the most iconic
stretches of water on the planet, and kayaking down it
is an opportunity not to be missed. The London Kayak
Company has been paddling this pool for more than two
decades, with tours taking place through the day and long
into the evening. All abilities and interests are taken into
account.QMorden Wharf, tel. +44 7741 205515, www.
londonkayakcompany.com. Open 08:00-20:00.
THE GHOST BUS TOURS
As huge fans of Stantz, Venkman, Spengler and Zeddemore,
the pun in the name is not lost on us. London’s Ghost
Bus Tours are a magnificent amalgamation of comedy,
theatre, horror and sightseeing, all rolled into one on an
iconic double decker bus. London’s haunted history is an
incredible story and it is no surprise that celebrities seem
to love the Ghost Bus Tours.Q8 Northumberland Ave, tel.
+44 844 567 8666, www.theghostbustours.com. Open
09:00-19:00; Sat, Sun 11:00-18:00.

ESCAPE ROOMS
CLUEQUEST
London is positively swimming in escape rooms, most of
which take some portion of the city’s tumultuous history
london.inyourpocket.com

as the central theme. clueQuest is generally regarded to be
the capital’s most entertaining and engaging, with a variety
of missions available over two units in the centre of town.
These missions are a little more unusual than your simple
‘get out of an old London room’, and we give clueQuest
kudos for that.Q169-171 Caledonian Road, tel. +44 779
877 2382, www.cluequest.co.uk. Open 11:00-23:00; Sat
09:00-23:00; Sun 09:00-21:00.

SPORTS
CASTLE CLIMBING CENTRE
Located inside a former Victorian pumping station, the Castle
Climbing Centre is the largest of its kind in the UK. It is also the
busiest, although its 450 routes and 90 roped lines give a fine
range of challenges for climbers young and old. Instructors
are on hand to supervise the whole thing, although registered
adult climbers are free to go it alone.QGreen Lanes, Stoke
Newington, tel. +44 20 8211 7000, www.castle-climbing.
co.uk. Open 12:00-22:00; Sat, Sun 09:00-19:00.
SWINGERS WEST END
£10 might seem a little steep for nine holes of crazy golf,
but you’ve never encountered anything like this before. The
emphasis is well and truly on the ‘crazy’ side of things, with
neon lights and corkscrew flips to confuse and challenge
all at the same time. The English Riviera is celebrated
along with some more international themes, making for a
disorientating but immensely fun experience. Jack Nicklaus
would not be amused.Q15 John Prince’s St, Marylebone,
tel. +44 20 3846 3222, www.swingersldn.com/home.
Open 12:00-24:00; Thu, Fri 12:00-01:00; Sat 10:30-01:00;
Sun 10:30-21:30.

At the time of writing there were six London sides in
the Premier League. Arsenal, Tottenham Hotspur and
Chelsea are the big three, with the match between
the first two the biggest derby in the city. West Ham,
Crystal Palace and Fulham make up the six, although
the latter are almost certainly on their way down. The
latter three are undoubtedly the more charming teams,
although the hyper-modern stadiums of Arsenal and
Tottenham are absolutely worth checking out.
Outside of the Premier League there are five clubs
playing league football. Brentford, Millwall, Charlton
Athletic, Queens Park Rangers and Wimbledon
make up that list, a mixture of sleeping giants and
plucky underdogs. Wimbledon may well be the most
interesting of the five, but their story might be a little
confusing for the uninitiated.
And then there is Wembley. The undisputed mecca
of world football. A 90,000 seater stadium with all the
mod cons, the stadium replaced the classic Wembley
at the beginning of the century, with the first match
being played in 2007. If you’re a football fan, a trip to
Wembley must be top of your to-do list. Us? Well, we’re
more partial to the soccer up north…

© Arsenal / Facebook
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SELFRIDGES
A frequent winner of the prestigious ‘World’s Best
Department Store’ prize, there is something quintessentially
British about Selfridges. This might just be because of the
quality of the ‘Mr Selfridge’ show, but the shops also speak for
themselves. The flagship store is found on Oxford Street and
is worth a visit for both commercial and historical reasons.
Q400 Oxford Street, tel. 0800 123 400, www.selfridges.
com/GB/en. Open 09:30-21:00; Sun 11:30-18:00.

TOP 5 SOUVENIRS FROM
LONDON

MARKETS
BOROUGH MARKET
A market has stood on this Southwark spot since the 12th
century, but we dare say that the shoppers in the 1100’s
were surrounded by significantly different produce to
that we see in the 2000’s. The Borough Market specialises
in unique food, and its present design comes from the
1850s. The market opens at some silly times during the
week, making Friday and Saturday the best times for a
visit.Q8 Southwark Street, tel. +44 20 7407 1002, www.
boroughmarket.org.uk. Open 10:00-17:00; Fri 10:0018:00; Sat 08:00-17:00; closed Sun.
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The greatest shopping city on the planet? We aren’t about
to disagree. London is a city with everything in its stores,
the sort of place people go to for no other reason other
than to spend copious amounts of money in its shops.
Whether you are a luxury shopper or someone more
interested in seeking out a bargain, the capital is ready and
waiting to listen to your offer and hand you your receipt.
Bring cash, bring credit cards, bring it all.

BOOKSHOPS
DAUNT BOOKS
Q83 Marylebone High Street, tel. +44 20 7224 2295,
www.dauntbooks.co.uk. Open 09:00-19:30; Sun 11:0018:00.
GAY’S THE WORD
London has a reputation for being a progressive, liberal city,
but Gay’s The Word remains the only specifically LGBTQ
bookshop in the capital. Opened in 1979, the store has seen
its ups and downs but is now secure as a haven for LGBTQ
literature in London. Poetry readings and author talks are
commonplace, so keep an eye on the website for future
events.Q66 Marchmont Street, tel. +44 20 7278 7654,
www.gaystheword.tumblr.com. Open 10:00-18:30; Sun
14:00-18:00.
JOHN SANDOE BOOKS
One of the most Instagrammable bookshops we’ve ever
had the pleasure of trawling through, John Sandoe Books
20 London In Your Pocket

has been providing the good people of south London
with fiction, non-fiction and more since 1957. Space is at
a premium, but that’s how bookshops should be.Q1012 Blacklands Terrace, tel. +44 20 7589 9473, www.
johnsandoe.com. Open 09:30-18:30; Sun 11:00-17:00.

DEPARTMENT STORES
FORTNUM & MASON
It might be informally referred to as ‘Fortnum’s’, but there is
nothing casual about this department store in Piccadilly. It
began life back in 1707 as a simple grocery store, but has
since evolved into a multi-storey beast with food fashion
and more, including a number of excellent tearooms and
restaurants. Fortnum’s was also the first shop in Britain to stock
tins of baked beans, so thumbs up from us.Q181 Piccadilly,
tel. +44 20 7734 8040, www.fortnumandmason.com.
Open 10:00-20:00; Sun 11:30-18:00.
HARRODS
Now owned by the state of Qatar, few department stores
come close to matching Harrods in the fame department.
This is the largest department store in Europe after all. Most
of the actual shops are on the pricier side of the table, but
sitting down for a meal in the foodcourt is a surprisingly
convivial experience. Be aware that there is a dress code
however, a code that once saw the entire FC Shakhtar
Donetsk squad kicked out (and Kylie Minogue).Q87-135
Brompton Road, tel. +44 20 7730 1234, www.harrods.
com/en-gb. Open 10:00-21:00; Sun 11:30-18:00.
london.inyourpocket.com

CAMDEN MARKET
Camden Market is actually a collection of markets,
stretching from the eponymous underground station all
the way down to the Camden Lock and Stables. The latter
two are the most interesting, with a fascinating variety
of stores embellished with food from all over the world.
The finest chicken we ever tasted (lovingly referred to as
‘Camden Chicken’) may no longer be available, but there is
more than enough to fill the tummy as you snoop around
the clothes and design shops.Q54-56, Camden Lock
Place, tel. +44 20 7485 5511, www.camdenmarket.com.
Open 10:00-18:00.
PORTOBELLO ROAD MARKET
The world’s largest antique market. That should tell you all
you need to know in truth, but Portobello Road Market is
more than just a massive collection of old stuff that may or
may not be worth millions. This is actually five markets in
one, covering antiques, clothes, fruit and veg (not second
hand, thankfully) and household essentials. The main
action takes place on Saturday.Q1 Portobello Rd, tel. +44
20 7361 3001, www.portobelloroad.co.uk/the-market.
Open 09:00-18:00; Thu 09:00-13:00; Fri, Sat 09:00-19:00;
Sun 00:00-24:00.

SHOPPING CENTRES
BOXPARK
The world’s first pop-up mall, Boxpark has now spread
to three separate locations in Shoreditch, Wembley and
Croyden. The idea is simple — put together a load of refitted
shipping containers and bring local and global stores in,
adding a dash of London’s famous street food to the whole
thing. The result is an utterly unique shopping experience,
not to mention a toothsome one. Boxpark also hosts live
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How could anyone visit one of the world’s greatest
shopping cities and come away with nothing to show
for it? Souvenirs in London are suitably British, that
being simultaneously stylish and bizarre, and these are
five of the best.
THE TACKIEST OF ROYALTY TAT
Few things scream ‘BRITAIN!’ louder than a bottle
opener with The Queen’s face on it, or a pair of Prince
Charles socks, or a packet of condoms featuring an
image of Buckingham Palace. London is full of royaltycentric merchandise, and we challenge you to go out
and find the tackiest of the tacky.
GIN
Every country has their own favourite spirit, and there
is nothing more English than gin. Once the drink of
choice for depressed housewives and the homeless,
the distilled juniper drink has been embraced by
hipsters all across the world.
AN UMBRELLA
Okay, an umbrella might not sound like the most
obvious of souvenirs, but then you are visiting the land
of eternal drizzle. James Smith & Sons is a shop on
Oxford Street that sells only umbrellas, a most-London
souvenir to take back to your sunnier home.
AN OYSTER CARD
You are likely going to need an Oyster Card to get
around London, and the little blue wallets double up as
a fine souvenir to take home. The London Underground
is often more of a hellhole than a transport network,
so the memories might not be entirely sweet. Still, a
souvenir is a souvenir.
SPECIALITY TEA
Does it get any more English than a cup of tea? Putting
aside the whole ‘stolen culture’ thing, London is full of
shops selling speciality tea and quaint little tea-sets.
Fortnum and Mason is your best bet on this front.
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Hotels
Accommodation in London is a pricey business, there’s no
point avoiding that costly elephant in the room. ‘Budget
rooms’ is often a byword for another three figure fee, and the
cheapest options seem to be grotty hostel dorms that you’ll be
sharing with 4546 other backpackers. Despite the negatives,
the city is home to some of the world’s most incredible hotels,
from absolute luxury to more charming prospects.

THE DORCHESTER
For a glimpse into the not-so-secret lives of the rich and
famous, book yourself a night at The Dorchester. Christian
Bale was arrested here ahead of the premiere of The Dark
Knight, so there’s that.QPark Lane, tel. +44 20 7629
8888, www.dorchestercollection.com/en/london/thedorchester.

HOTELS

THE GORING
Kate Middleton and her family stayed at this five-star hotel
in Westminster ahead of the 2011 Royal Wedding, which
just about sums it up.Q15 Beeston Place, tel. +44 20
7396 9000, www.thegoring.com. Open 00:00-24:00.

BOUNDARY
A design hotel on steroids? That isn’t an altogether incorrect
way to describe Boundary, a splendid spot in Shoreditch.
The 17 rooms are entirely unique, and the rooftop is a
delight.Q2-4 Boundary Street, Shoreditch, tel. +44 20
7729 1051, www.boundary.london. Open 00:00-24:00.
BROWN’S
Agatha Christie’s ‘At Bertram’s Hotel’ was based on Brown’s,
but don’t expect murder and intrigue here today. Expect
impeccable service and an exquisite attention to detail.
Q33 Albemarle Street, tel. +44 20 7493 6020, www.
roccofortehotels.com/hotels-and-resorts/browns-hotel.
Open 00:00-24:00.
Camden Lock Market during Christmas time | © Maurizio De Mattei

events, from major sporting occasions to live comedy and
more.Q2-10 BETHNAL GREEN ROAD, SHOREDITCH, tel.
+44 1273 579939, www.boxpark.co.uk. Open 11:0023:00; Mon, Tue 11:00-22:30; Sun 12:00-22:00.
COVENT GARDEN
We’ve come to appreciate Covent Garden as London’s
polymath, an all-in-one attraction that offers shopping,
sightseeing, feasting, fashion and more. The market is still
the main event, with Mondays given over to antiques
before a broader offer moves in through the rest of the
week. Covent Garden is popular with locals and visitors
alike for historical and contemporary reasons, possibly
more for exploration than commerce.QThe Market Bldg,
41, tel. +44 20 7420 5856, www.coventgarden.london.
Open 00:00-24:00.
KINGLY COURT
Something a little different. London has no shortage of
department stores, but Kingly offers something unique
with its three floors of utterly unique dining options. This
Soho spot is very much a ‘something different every time’
location, be it gourmet kebabs, wholefood delis and all
the rest. Not your standard shopping experience, but
something worth taking the (lunch)time to check out.
QKingly Court, Carnaby Street, tel. +44 20 7333 8118.
WESTFIELD LONDON
A monolithic shopping centre in Hammersmith and Fulham,
Westfield London can be a little overwhelming at times.
This is the largest shopping mecca in Europe, covering an
astounding 30 football pitches and offering as close to a
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legitimate version of ‘everything’ as you are going to find.
There are hundreds of stores, a mass of eating options along
with one of the most high-tech cinemas in Europe. If modern
day shopping centres are your thing, Westfield London might
just be your heaven.QAriel Way, tel. +44 20 3 3712300,
www.uk.westfield.com/london. Open 10:00-22:00.

SHOPPING STREETS
BOND STREET
A popular shopping street since the 18th century, Bond
Street may not be as busy as nearby Oxford Street but
that isn’t so important; it is Bond that remains the most
expensive of the two on a standard Monopoly board. Such
things don’t matter of course, Bond Street is still a mightily
busy artery of commerce and fashion, full of shops and
stores offering dreams in exchange for sterling.
KENSINGTON HIGH STREET
Kensington is about as high and mighty as London gets
(no small honour) and its high street remains a busy place
for shopping in the west of the city. This is a decidedly
upmarket part of town and that is reflected in the shops,
but the flipside is that it provides a fascinating look into
how the rich and beautiful spend their pennies. There is
plenty of history here as well.QKensington High St, tel.
+44 20 7183 6797.
OXFORD STREET
QOxford Street, tel. +44 20 7462 0680, www.
oxfordstreet.co.uk. Open 09:30-21:00; Thu 09:30-22:00;
Sun 12:00-18:00.
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CLARIDGE’S
Afternoon tea at Claridge’s is one of those quintessentially
British experiences, but staying here is for the wealthy alone.
The Royal Family are fond of the place.Q49 Brook St., tel. +44
20 7629 8860, www.claridges.co.uk. Open 00:00-24:00.
GOOD HOTEL LONDON
A literal floating hotel, the three-star Good Hotel
London has a five-star approach to social issues and
accommodation. Personality, comfort, charm and ethics in
abundance.QWestern Gateway, tel. +44 20 3637 7401,
www.goodhotellondon.com. Open 00:00-24:00.
GREEN ROOMS
Artists stay at this North London hotel at discounted
rates, so do get in touch ahead of time if you tend to err
on the creative side of things. The hotel is also open to
collaborations, if the project fits.Q13-27 Station Road,
tel. +44 20 8888 5317, www.greenrooms.london. Open
00:00-24:00.
LA SUITE WEST
A heavily Japanese-inspired hotel in West Hotel, La Suite
West is about as health-conscious as accommodation in
the capital gets. Minimalist decor plus raw vegan restaurant
equals very yes.Q41-51 Inverness Terrace, tel. +44 20
7313 8484, www.lasuitewest.com. Open 00:00-24:00.
SHANGRI-LA AT THE SHARD
If you’re looking for unbeatable views as part of your
accommodation, you won’t find anything better than
Shangri-La at The Shard. You’re 50+ storeys into the sky
after all.Q31 St Thomas Street, tel. +44 20 7234 8088,
www.shangri-la.com/london/shangrila.

THE MANDRAKE
Located in quirky Fitzrovia, The Mandrake is more than
fitting for the neighbourhood in which it finds itself.
The unorthodox design can be a little disorientating,
but there’s more than enough comfort to rectify that.
Q20-21 Newman Street, tel. +44 20 3146 7770, www.
themandrake.com. Open 00:00-24:00.
THE RITZ
‘We stayed at The Ritz’ is one of those sentences that
all nomads dream of saying, right? Opened in Piccadilly
in 1906, this five-star champion is arguably the most
famous hotel on the planet.Q150 Piccadilly, tel. +44
20 7493 8181, www.theritzlondon.com. Open 00:0024:00.

HOSTELS
GENERATOR HOSTEL
Generator Hostel in King’s Cross has a reputation for being
a great place for solo travellers, a hostel that really taps into
that old fashioned social backpacking spirit.Q37 Tavistock
Place, tel. +44 20 7388 7666, www.staygenerator.com/
destinations/london.
REST UP
Arguably the best of London’s affordable accommodation
options, Rest Up is found in Central London and it really
does feel like the beating heart of this magnificent city.
Q172 New Kent Road, tel. +44 20 3642 4549, www.
restup.co.uk/.
THE WALRUS
We’re not entirely sure what ‘walruspolitanism’ is, but we’re
all onboard with it. The Walrus is a bar and hostel in the
heart of the city, just a short walk from many of the city’s
main attractions.Q172 Westminster Bridge Rd, tel. +44
20 7928 4368, www.thewalrusbarandhostel.co.uk.
Open 12:00-23:00; Thu 12:00-24:00; Fri, Sat 12:00-01:00.
WOMBATS CITY HOSTEL
The Wombats name spreads far and wide across the hostel
world, and the London branch is found in an old hostel
for sailors. Ahoy!Q7 Dock Street, tel. +44 20 7680 7600,
www.wombats-hostels.com/london.
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