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Foreword
If you’ve arrived in Amsterdam during the winter season 
then you’re in luck as the city is much easier to navigate 
with less tourists on the streets and you’ll also get help 
from yet another source, the Amsterdam Light Festival. Art-
ists from near and far will illuminate all kinds of interesting 
installations lighting your way around the city’s streets and 
canals (see p.19). If, however, you prefer gliding to walking 
then why not stop by one of Amsterdam’s many ice skat-
ing rinks (see p.36). Naturally, you can also take advantage 
of our independent restaurant, nightlife and shopping 
reviews and find the perfect place to have a meal, to sip 
a late-night cocktail or to find the perfect Dutch souvenir. 
We’ll also help you find the city’s best museums, sights and 
popular attractions, as well as some hidden gems off the 
beaten track, but bear in mind that this printed guide has 
only a limited selection of reviews, so if you’re looking for 
much more information about this intriguing city of canals 
then visit www.inyourpocket.com.

COVER STORY
Amsterdam is hard to imagine 
without its bicycles, which is why 
we’ve chosen a photo of a cyclist 
for this issue’s cover. Yes, Amster-
dammers don’t put away their 
bikes in the winter. They keep on 
pedalling. If you decide to rent a 
two-wheeler to get around just 
bear in mind that around 40,000 
bikes are stolen annually, so insist 
on a good lock and by all means be sure to remember 
where you parked your bike!
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ABOUT IYP

Our new digital platform, online at 
inyourpocket.com, is a radically re-
designed and restructured resource 
which places the visitor at the heart of 
the cities we cover. The new website 
puts you in total control of our content 
on whatever desktop, laptop, tablet or 
mobile device you are using. Give it a 
go: it‘s the biggest digital leap forward 
we have ever taken and entrenches our 
position as a game-changing publisher 
in all formats. Meantime, back in the 
world of print, we are close to comple-
ting the first issue of Kaliningrad IYP: 
watch this space for more info.

To keep up with all that’s new at In Your 
Pocket, follow us on Facebook (facebook.
com/inyourpocket) or Twitter (twitter.
com/inyourpocket).
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Arriving & Getting Around
Arriving in Amsterdam is simple and no matter what mode 
of transportation you choose nearly all roads lead to the 
Amsterdam Central Station right in the heart of the city. 

BY PLANE
Amsterdam Airport Schiphol (AMS) is located less than 
10km southwest of the city centre. It’s one of the busiest 
airports in Europe receiving nearly 50 million passengers 
each year, but it’s easy to navigate and pleasantly efficient. 
You’ll find your luggage at one of 15 baggage belts and 
luggage trolleys are abundant and free. Once you clear 
customs you’ll enter the large arrivals hall, which is essen-
tially part airport, part train station, part shopping centre 
and part food court. Although located under one roof, the 
building is divided, nominally at least, into terminals 1 - 4. 
Just walk straight to the main hall to find most services that 
you might need including transportation to the city. An of-
ficial tourist information centre is available in terminal 
2 (open 07:00 - 22:00). Luggage storage and lockers are 
available downstairs between terminals 1 and 2. Lockers 
cost €6/24hrs and you can pay with a card or with coins. 
You can also leave your bags at the storage office for the 
same price, but it’s only open from 06:15 - 22:45. A small 
bank of lockers is also available on the ground floor be-
tween terminals 3 and 4. Banks, currency exchanges 
and ATMs are plentiful so you won’t have any problems 
getting money.

Getting to town: If you’d like a taxi, then head to the 
far right of the arrivals hall after clearing customs and you’ll 
find a Travel Taxi office. Buses and hotel shuttles are 
available outside the terminal. Just walk straight through 
the arrivals hall and you’ll see the stops outside with the 
names of the city’s biggest hotels that operate their own 
shuttles. Each chain has its own schedule, which is clearly 
marked at the stop. You can also take the blue Connexxion 
Schiphol Hotel (www.connexxion.nl) shuttle that stops at a 
number of large hotels along a planned route. A very long 
list of hotels is posted at the stand. A single ticket costs €17 
and children 4 - 14 travel for half price. If your hotel isn’t 
listed it’s possible that it can be arranged. City bus Nr.197 
departs regularly for Leidseplein in the centre of Amster-
dam as do other buses to a variety of other destinations 
in Amsterdam.

If you’re like most people you won’t even leave the ter-
minal and you’ll head downstairs to catch a fast train that 
will take you to Amsterdam Central Station in 20 minutes 
for only €4. Just walk into the main hall to find a list of train 
departures. If you haven’t already bought a ticket you can 
purchase one from one of the many ticket machines with 
a credit card. Just choose English as your language on the 
touch-screen then choose the following steps: single, des-
tination A.Centraal, 2nd class, full fare, valid today and the 
number of tickets. Choose your method of payment, insert 
your credit card, enter your PIN, confirm the price and then 
wait for your ticket to be ed. Once you reach the Central 
Station see ‘Arriving by train.’ You can also buy train tickets 
at the Train Tickets & Services office but you’ll have to pay 
an extra €0.50. 

BY TRAIN
Amsterdam’s Central Station is a monumental building that 
was completed in 1889. Although an incredible achieve-
ment in its own right, it was later criticised by urban plan-
ners for having cut off the city of canals from its most es-
sential waterway, the River IJ. Prior to its construction many 
of the city’s historic cafés were afforded an impressive vista 
of ships’ masts bobbing up and down in the distance. To-
day, the massive edifice and its surroundings are a bit of 
a mess as the station is being renovated and retrofitted to 
accommodate a controversial new metro line.

You’ll arrive at one of 15 platforms and then walk 
downstairs into the central hall, which is full of newsstands, 
kiosks, fast food restaurants and shops. A GWK Travelex 
(www.gwktravelex.nl - open 08:00 - 22:00, Sun 09:00 - 
22:00) currency exchange and an ATM are available 
near the south city centre side between platforms 1/2 and 
4/5. For toilets that cost €0.50 you have to go up to plat-
form 2. At the far end of the same platform are a Burger 
King, Ben & Jerry’s, an upmarket restaurant called 1e Klas 
(1st Class) and a bar, Café Balkon.

For tourist information exit the building on the 
city centre side and walk across the street to the official 
tourist information centre. Lockers for luggage storage 
are located on the far east side of the station, but it might 
take a while to find an empty locker and even more time to 
figure out how to use one. You can only pay with a credit 
card. Place your belong-
ings in a locker and close 
the door. Find the nearest 
keypad that corresponds 
with the numbered section 
of lockers you have chosen. 
Confirm that the locker 
number listed is the locker 
you have chosen and then 
swipe your credit card. Just 
stick it in the slot and pull 
it out. A ticket good for 24 
hours will be printed. When 
you want to remove your 
luggage just place the ticket into the slot and the door of 
your locker will automatically open.

Getting to town: You are in the very centre of town 
and all of Amsterdam lays before you. Many of the city’s 
best, and worst, hotels are only a short walk from here, 
but if you’re staying in another section of town such as the 
Museum District you can take one of the many trams out-
side. Buy a ticket from the driver for €2.80. He will activate 
the card for you, but you have to place it up against one 
of the ticket readers upon exiting the tram. If you plan on 
using public transport frequently in Amsterdam it might 
be worth buying an extended ticket. Exit the train station 
and walk across the street to the GVB public transporta-
tion office (en.gvb.nl - open 07:00 - 21:00, Sat, Sun 08:00 
- 21:00) to the left of tourist information to buy tickets. Free 
ferries to Amsterdam-Noord are available on the north side 
of the station on the River IJ.



6 Amsterdam In Your Pocket amsterdam.inyourpocket.com  

Arriving & Getting Around
Amsterdam is a wonderfully walkable city and many of its 
major sights are located in or near the city centre. Public 
transportation is excellent and we don’t recommend driv-
ing within the ring of canals. Naturally, cycling is the pre-
ferred Dutch method of travel and some would say it’s the 
only way to truly experience the city.

BICYCLE RENTAL
Amsterdam also has plenty of places to park your bike for 
free, but be sure to remember where you left it. Please note 
that around 40,000 bikes are stolen annually. All told, Amster-
dam commuters cycle more than 2,000,000km every day!

BLACK BIKES
A full day bike rental will set you back only €10 and it has 
the longest opening hours in the city.QF‑9, Lijnbaans‑
gracht 282, tel. (+31) 206 70 85 31, www.black‑bikes.
com. Open 08:00 ‑ 20:00, Sat, Sun 09:00 ‑ 19:00. Also 
at Eerste Constantijn Huygensstraat 88; Nieuwezijds 
Voorburgwal 146. TJA
HOLLAND RENT A BIKE
Although the name may not be the most original, this 
company’s service is outstanding. It rents and repairs 
bikes, steps and scooters.QA‑2, Damrak 247, tel. (+31) 
206 22 32 07. Open 07:00 ‑ 19:00, Sat 08:00 ‑ 18:00, Sun 
09:00 ‑ 18:00. JA
MIKE’S BIKE RENTAL SHOP
Mike’s Bikes is famous all over Europe for its sightseeing 
tours, but we recommend its beach cruisers with special 
tires that hardly ever go flat. Each bike also comes with 
two locks.QG‑7, Kerkstraat 134, tel. (+31) 206 22 79 70, 
www.mikesbiketoursamsterdam.com. Open 09:00 ‑ 
18:00. (€5 ‑ 15). JA
RENT A BIKE
Hire bikes with hand brakes or the old fashioned back-pedal 
ones that don’t include rental company signs so you don’t 
look like a silly tourist.QA‑2, Damstraat 20 ‑ 22, tel. (+31) 
206 25 50 29, www.bikes.nl. Open 09:00 ‑ 18:00. Prices: 
from 3 hours for €6.50 to a full day for €9.50. TJA

BOAT RENTAL
MOKUM BOAT
This reliable company rents 30 electric-powered boats 
that can seat up to eight people each. The boats are easy 
to navigate and no experience or special licences are re-
quired. Just leave a €100 cash deposit and you’ll be on your 
way. Its friendly staff can also recommend cafés where 
you can moor your boat for lunch or dinner.QE‑8, Nas‑
saukade 351, tel. (+31) 614 68 32 77, info@mokumboat. 
com, www.mokumboat.com. Open 09:00 ‑ 22:00. Also 
location South: Stadionkade 73, location Amstel: Schol‑
lenbrugstraat 1. TJA6L
SLOEP DELEN
This company rents 15 electric boats from two locations at 
Nassaukade 69 and at Borneosteiger 1. You can reserve a 
date and time online. All boats are powered by (environ-
mentally friendly) electricity and they’re easy to navigate 
even without any prior experience.QC‑6, Nassaukade 
69, tel. (+31) 204 19 10 07, info@sloepdelen.nl, www.
sloepdelen.nl. Open 10:00 ‑ 22:00. €50/hour.

BUSES
City buses are primarily used to reach outlying suburbs 
or as a final option once the trams have stopped running. 
Night buses operate from midnight until 07:00 with routes 
connecting Central Station, Rembrandtplein and Leidse-
plein.

CAR RENTAL
AVIS
Cars are divided in small, medium and large categories 
and are available from €40/day.QSchiphol Airport (Aank‑
omstpassage 5), tel. (+31) 206 55 60 50, www.avis.nl. 
Open 06:30 ‑ 23:30. Also at E‑8, Nassaukade 380. A
EUROPCAR
Cars from €40/day.QSchiphol Airport (Aankomstpas‑
sage 10), tel. (+31) 203 16 41 90, www.europcar.com. 
Open 06:30 ‑ 23:00, Sat, Sun 07:00 ‑ 23:00. Also at E‑9, 
Overtoom 197. A
HERTZ
Hertz offers short- and long-term rental of cars and vans.
QOvertoom 333, tel. (+31) 206 12 24 41, www.hertz.nl.

If the canals aren’t frozen over this winter then rent your own boat

CASH OR CREDIT?
That the Dutch are a frugal lot has never been up for 
debate, but, as it turns out, this affects your lifestyle as 
much as it does theirs. Although it could just be a much 
deserved backlash against banking institutions in the 
wake of the financial crisis, more and more cafés are 
reluctant to accept credit or bank cards at their estab-
lishments. In less extreme cases, restaurants require a 
minimum bill of at least €10 - 20 to accept a card as 
they have to pay a commission for these transactions. 
Still other places only accept cash, while major super-
markets in the city centre such as Albert Heijn only ac-
cept local Dutch bankcards. Just make sure you always 
have some cash on you because the Dutchman pour-
ing your beer behind the bar wants to save €0.50.
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Arriving & Getting Around

FERRIES
Most Amsterdam ferries are available behind the Central 
Station and connect the city centre with Amsterdam Noord 
on the other side of the River IJ. All of the lines are free.

AMSTERDAM PASSENGER TERMINAL
Amsterdam in particular and the Netherlands in gen-
eral have a long seafaring tradition. Passenger Terminal 
Amsterdam hosts more than 250,000 people every year. 
The striking architectural monument is within walking 
distance of the Central Station and only 25km from the 
North Sea. The cosy hallway offers a giant chess game, 
some food venues, a functional kids corner and a lug-
gage room with instructions in six languages.QH‑4, 
Piet Heinkade 27, tel. (+31) 205 09 10 00, www.
ptamsterdam.com. TJAL

METRO
The metro is fast and efficient. It’s a combination of under-
ground subway and light rail on the surface (sneltram). 
Only some 3.5km of track between the Central Station 
and the Amstel are actually located underground. The four 
metro lines all depart from Central Station and head out to 
their final destinations at Westwijk, Gein, Gaasperplas and 
Isolatorweg. A new line to Noord will be added in the fu-
ture, hence all of the construction around town.

TAXIS
CONNEXXION
Connexxion is the biggest passenger transportation com-
pany in the Netherlands and has fixed prices from Schiphol 
Airport to Amsterdam from €32 - 42. You can also book a 
shared taxi ride on a minibus to one of 110 selected hotels 
in Amsterdam for €15.50. Tickets are available at platform 
A7 or at the Connexxion Desk in Arrivals 4 opposite Star-
bucks.QCateringweg 12, Schiphol, tel. (+31) 883 39 47 
41, www.schipholhotelshuttle.nl. Open 06:00 ‑ 21:00.
TAXI MET KINDERSTOELTJES
This 24-hour taxi service offers child seats in all of its 
taxis for children of various ages.Qtel. (+31) 611 14 46 99, 
www.taximetkinderstoeltjes.nl. Open 24hrs.

TRAINS
Train travel in the Netherlands is really the best option for 
getting around and there are three types of trains available. 
The High-Speed line covers larger distances quickly, which 
is ideal when travelling abroad, while the Stoptrein, not 
surprisingly, makes frequent stops between bigger cities. 
Finally, the Intercity offers fast connections between Dutch 
cities. You can find all train departures as well as ticket price 
information at www.ns.nl. The yellow timetables in the 
station show departure times and platform numbers. The 
route is shown at the top of each board.

Tickets come in many forms. You have plenty of choices 
varying from singles and day returns, a weekend return or 
a day travel card. You can pay cash or use a Maestro PIN 
at the NS Tickets & Service desk at major stations and the 
machines at Schiphol Airport and Amsterdam Central also 
accept credit cards.

TRAMS
Amsterdammers love their trams and you should, too! They 
provide the best way of getting around the city and run 
from 06:00 - 00:30. You shouldn’t have to wait longer than 
10 minutes at any tram stop. One-hour tickets for journeys 
across the city can be bought from newsagents or tram 
drivers. They cost €2.80, but if you plan on travelling a lot 
you’re better off purchasing a 24-hour ticket for €7.50. You 
have to touch the scanner near the doors of the tram when 
entering and exiting the vehicle.

PUBLIC TRANSPORT

GVB (www.gvb.nl) is Am-
sterdam’s public transporta-
tion company and it pro-
vides integrated metro, tram 
and bus service throughout 
the city and its surrounding 
areas. Since 2010 a compre-
hensive OV-chipcard ticket 
system allows you to travel 
on the metro, trams, buses 
and even trains using just one card. There are a variety 
of OV-chipcard options and you can upload them with 
travel credits at special machines located at stations 
and even in most supermarkets.

You can purchase OV-chipcards for 24 (€7.50), 48 
(€12), 72 (€16.50), 96 (€21), 120 (€26), 144 (€29.50) 
and 168 (€32) hours, which afford you unlimited travel 
on all trams, buses, metros and night buses and an 
economical way to explore the city. A one‑hour OV 
card can be purchased onboard from GVB drivers and 
conductors, but a premium is charged for this ticket. It 
costs €2.80 for one hour of unlimited travel on different 
buses and trains in the city that begins once you board 
your selected mode of transportation and check in by 
placing it next to the scanners near the doors. You must 
also scan your card when leaving the vehicle.

Bikes and boats near the Central Station
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Amsterdam Basics

ALCOHOL
Amsterdam is famous for its cafés and restaurants so you’re 
never far from a tasty brew or a glass of wine. Heineken, 
Amstel and Bavaria are the nation’s biggest brewers but 
other large local brands include Grolsch and Hertog Jan. A 
wide variety of excellent Belgian brews are also on offer at 
most bars, but keep an eye out for cafés selling beer from 
Amsterdam’s own microbreweries ‘t IJ and De Prael. No trip 
to Amsterdam would be complete without a visit to one of 
the ancient bars at the beginning of the Zeedijk that spe-
cialise in locally distilled liqueurs and Dutch gin known as 
jenever. You must be at least 16 years old to drink beer or 
wine and 18 to imbibe spirits. If you look too young you’ll 
be carded, so always bring identification. This holds true for 
supermarkets and off-licences, too.

CYCLING
Being one of the smaller nations in the world, which is basi-
cally as flat as a pancake, the Netherlands is an attractive 
country for cyclists. Add to that an unbelievable selection 
of cycling paths and you’ll see why the Dutch love their 
bikes so much. Unfortunately, riding a bike in big cities like 
Amsterdam can still be a nerve-racking experience. Cars, 
trucks, trams, buses, scooters and even pedestrians can all 
serve as terrifying obstacles that seem to pop up into your 
field of vision from nowhere, but other cyclists can also be 
just as dangerous. Although parents are confident enough 
in bicycle safety to attach carts to their bikes to transport 
their children around town, loads of other cyclists ignore 
traffic rules and basically ride wherever they like often caus-
ing mayhem on the streets.

ELECTRICITY
The electrical current is 220V AC, 50Hz. European plugs are 
a must.

LANGUAGE
Dutch is an Indo-European Germanic language that is 
mostly spoken in the Netherlands, Flanders and Suriname 
(South America). It is closely connected to the Low German 
dialects which by now have largely been flooded by offi-
cial German. These dialects managed to keep a number of 
proto-Germanic characteristics and for this reason Dutch as 
a language is a living fossil. Most Dutch have a more than 
fairly healthy command of the English language. Many will 
also be adept at other European languages with German 
being the most commonly spoken.

MONEY
The Netherlands adopted the euro as its currency in 2002. 
One euro contains 100 euro cents. There are coins of 1, 2, 
5, 10, 20 and 50 euro cents, and also of 1 and 2 euro. Bank-
notes are available with the following values: 5, 10, 20, 50, 
100, 200 and 500. Although a collection of €200 and €500 
bills in your wallet might make you feel like Bill Gates, bear 
in mind that they’re almost never accepted in shops or res-
taurants. You can exchange and withdraw money at most 
large banks; there are plenty in the centre of Amsterdam. 
All Dutch banks accept Visa and MasterCard at their cash 
dispensers, but bear in mind that ATMs are ridiculously 
scarce in Amsterdam often leading to huge queues near 
hot spots like Leidseplein. Many restaurants, hotels and 
shops accept Visa and MasterCard, but to avoid disappoint-
ment, be sure to carry some money with you as some bars 
only accept cash and others require a minimum purchase 
of €15 - 20 to use a card.

PHONE NUMBERS
All In Your Pocket guides list country codes before all tel-
ephone numbers. The Dutch country code is (+31), but 
of course, you only have to use this if you’re dialling from 
abroad. If you’re already in the Netherlands and want to call 
one of the numbers in this guide, just ignore the (+31) pre-
fix, dial 0 and then the nine-digit number.

Canals aren’t just for show. They’re still the lifeblood of the city

NATIONAL HOLIDAYS
On public holidays shops and museums often close 
earlier and some stay closed the whole day. Schools, 
city councils, post offices and banks are closed and 
some shops and restaurants may also take the day off. 
Those still open will have abbreviated opening hours.

January 1 New Year’s Day (Nieuwjaarsdag) 
March 25, 2016 Good Friday (Goede Vrijdag)  
March 27, 2016  Easter Sunday (Pasen)              
March 28, 2016   Easter Monday (Pasen)  
April 27  King’s Day (Koningsdag)  
May 1                     Labour Day (Dag van de Arbeid) 
May 4  Remembrance of the Dead  
 (Nationale Herdenking)  
May 5  Liberation Day (Bevrijdingsdag) 
May 10 Mother’s Day (Moederdag)  
May 5, 2015  Ascension Day (Hemelvaartsdag) 
May 15 ‑ 16, 2016  Whitsun (Pinksteren)  
June 21 Father’s Day (Vaderdag)  
December 5  St. Nicolas (Sinterklaas)  
December 25 ‑ 26  Christmas (Kerstmis)  
December 31  New Year’s Eve (Oudejaarsdag)
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Amsterdam Basics

POST
POSTNL (POST OFFICE)
You can buy stamps at most newsstands and drop off your 
postcards in the orange boxes around town in the overige 
slot or go straight to these centrally located post offices.
QF‑5, Singel 250, www.postnl.nl. Open 07:30 ‑ 18:30, 
Sat 07:00 ‑ 17:00. Closed Sun. A

PROSTITUTION
It may surprise you to know that the profession that has 
helped to make Amsterdam a household word across the 
globe, only became legal in 2000. For years, the Dutch did 
what they always do when confronted with a sticky so-
cial problem. The police simply turned a blind eye to the 
practice and tolerated it. Today, window shopping on the 
Oudezijds Achterburgwal is a popular tourist attraction, but 
please bear in mind that these ladies are there to make a 
living and are not part of some open-air zoo. Be respect-
ful and, whatever you do, don’t take any photographs up 
close. Use a zoom lens if you must. For more information 
see Nightlife.

ROADS
For a country as small as the Netherlands, there are a ri-
diculously high number of asphalt roads and motorways. 
Despite the excellent state of Dutch roads and cars traffic 
quite frequently jams at a large number of bottlenecks. 
The majority of Dutch drivers never break the speed limit, 
and considering the severity of traffic fines, this seems wise 
enough. Driving too fast within city limits? Be prepared to 
pay €180! Within city limits you must drive 50km/h, outside 
city limits 80 and on motorways 100 or 120 (check the road 
signs). In the Netherlands you must drive on the right side 
of the road and you’re not allowed to cycle on motorways! 
You’ve no idea how many tourists are plucked off the road 
by police each year.

SMOKING
A national smoking ban came into effect on July 1, 2008, so 
smoking in public places has become a lot less common. 
These days you can have a wild night out and come home 
without your hair and clothes reeking of cigarette smoke. 
However, thanks to unclear rules you may suddenly find 
yourself in a smoke-filled pub. This is usually in bars with 
just a single staff member: the boss. Or you may find your-
self in a pub that flouts the ban on smoking. This will not 
have any consequences for you. If you light a cigarette in a 
pub and the manager tolerates this, then the manager will 
receive a fine upon inspection. The Netherlands is of course 
also known for its wafts of marijuana. 

TIPPING
Tipping, if deserved, is up to the diner and both 10% or a 
rounding up of the bill is acceptable.

CITY CENTRE TOUR

Most people arrive at Amsterdam’s Central Station so 
that’s as good a place to start as any other. Walk down 
the touristy Damrak, which is lined with bars, souvenir 
shops and fast food joints. If you’d like to start your day 
in true Dutch fashion then grab a deep-fried frikandel 
and frites at Manneken Pis or just keep walking down 
the street. Just ahead is Dam Square home to street 
performers as well as the National Monument, a 22m-
high pillar that looks like a white phallus. On the op-
posite end of the square you’ll find Royal Palace Am-
sterdam whose interior is so opulent you’ll think you’ve 
been transported to Versailles.
    Next walk down the Kalverstraat, which is a pedes-
trian shopping street where you can find major fashion 
brands as well as cafés and fast food shops. Head down 
the street until you see the Spui Square on your right. 
It’s full of cafés as well as one of Amsterdam’s premiere 
English-language bookshops, The American Book 
Center. For affordable Dutch food you can’t beat ‘t 
Lieverdje just around the corner on the Singel. We al-
ways order the uitsmijter or the pea soup. If you’re look-
ing for the ultimate Amsterdam bruin café experience 
then have a drink and a soup and sandwich at Café 
Hoppe on the Spui, which has been around since 1670.
Continue your walk down the Singel until you reach the 
famous Flower Market where you can buy seeds, bulbs 
and lots of souvenirs. Pass the Mint Tower (Munttoren) 
and walk down Reguliersbreestraat, a popular gay-
friendly street flanked by loads of restaurants, until you 
reach Rembrandtplein. Walk across the bridge over 
the Amstel to Waterlooplein where you’ll find many of 
Amsterdam’s Jewish sights, including the Portuguese 
Synagogue. The Rembrandthuis Museum is just 
around the corner to the left on Jodenbreestraat. If you 
walk across another bridge you’ll reach Sint Antonies-
breestraat, which leads to the Nieuwmarkt, home to 
fashionable cafés and bars as well as Den Waag, Am-
sterdam’s most impressive medieval gate.
    From here you can explore Amsterdam’s Chinatown 
on the Zeedijk. Wing Kee and the stylish New King are 
both good choices for dinner. If you go left from the 
Zeedijk you’ll run across Oudezijds Achterburgwal and 
Oudezijds Voorburgwal, the main canal streets of the 
Red Light district. The bars, coffeeshops and prostitutes 
behind their windows are the main attractions here, but 
if it’s still not too late you can also visit the Oude Kerk, 
the city’s oldest church. The Hash, Marijuana & Hemp 
Museum, however, is open every day until 23:00. If you 
walk down the Zeedijk toward the train station you’ll 
also come across what could be the world’s oldest gay 
and lesbian bar, Café ‘t Mandje. Taste a traditional 
Dutch liqueur or spirit like jenever at De Ooievaar or 
In de Olofspoort (closed Tuesdays) near the end of the 
Zeedijk are both good choices. For excellent microbrews 
visit Proeflokaal de Prael on Oudezijds Armsteeg.
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SYMBOL KEY

A Accepts credit cards P Air conditioning 

O Casino   T Child-friendly  

U Facilties for disabled  I Fireplace

V Home delivery  E Live music  

B Outside seating X Smoking section 

S Takeaway W Wifi

If there’s an exotic cuisine that you can’t do without, there’s a 
good chance that you’ll find it in Amsterdam. In addition to 
excellent Asian restaurants in Chinatown, there are plenty of 
establishments specialising in Dutch and international food, 
but don’t pass up an opportunity to try delicious dishes from 
Holland’s former colonies - namely Indonesia and Suriname. 
Foodies can also dine at restaurants with Michelin stars and 
late night clubbers will have no trouble finding a kebab, 
burger or fries in the middle of the night. Prices in parenthe-
ses indicate the average cost of a main course.

AFRICAN
FENAN KLEIN AFRIKA
Klein, or small, could refer to the actual restaurant, which is 
undoubtedly on the tiny side, but it could also refer to the 
menu which shows a small glimpse of an entire continent’s 
culinary traditions, especially those of East Africa. Order an 
Ethiopian St George beer while you ponder the choices in 
front of you before inevitably asking the friendly wait staff to 
recommend something authentic and tasty. We ended up 
getting the most bang for our euro by trying the bebeay-
enetu, which is a combination of different dishes served on 
a giant pancake of sorts. .QD‑10, Jan Pieter Heijestraat 147, 
tel. (+31) 204 12 44 42. Open 17:00 ‑ 23:00. B

AMERICAN
HARD ROCK CAFÉ
If you’ve been living in a cave for the last 30 years then there 
might be a small possibility that you’ve never heard of this 
place. Nevertheless, if you like rock music, rock memora-
bilia, huge, but pricey, servings of pub food like enormous 
burgers, barbecue and Tex-Mex from the States, not to 
mention canal side dining and drinking not far from the 
Rijksmuseum, then look no further than this huge chain 
of American bar/restaurants.  Naturally, you can also buy 
all kinds of souvenirs.QF‑8, Max Euweplein 57 ‑ 61, tel. 
(+31) 205 23 76 25, www.hardrock.com. Open 11:30 ‑ 
24:00, Fri, Sat 11:30 ‑ 01:00, (€15 ‑ 20). AEB

ASIAN
MOMO
The spacious Momo is housed on the ground floor of the 
recently renovated Park Hotel. It’s an ultra trendy restau-
rant where every square centimetre is imbued with style 
including the triangular bar, which is a masterpiece of 
modern design. No matter what you order, every bite is 
an experience. In contrast to other restaurants where you 
can wait for hours, this place offers the efficiency of an as-
sembly line. Male patrons will no doubt also enjoy the in-
explicable number of beautiful women roaming the place 
in the evening when it becomes a popular stop for the 
cocktail crowd.QF‑9, Hobbemastraat 1, tel. (+31) 206 71 
74 74, www.momo‑amsterdam.nl. Open 07:00 ‑ 22:30. 
Set dinner from €50. ZTJALGKW

NOOCH
Once you’ve tasted the mixture of Japanese, Chinese, Thai 
and Indonesian cuisine at Nooch, you’ll be hooked on this 
modern Asian restaurant. Although the menu is full of sea-
food dishes, the hot wings are so tasty that you won’t need 
anything else. The sincere service is also a major plus and 
the atmosphere is relaxed and laid back.QE‑6, Reestraat 
11, tel. (+31) 206 22 21 05, www.nooch.nl. Open 12:00 ‑ 
22:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 ‑ 23:00. (€14 ‑ 20). PA6UK

RestaurantsRestaurants
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BAGELS
BAGELS & BEANS
This huge chain of Dutch bagel joints has taken the Neth-
erlands by storm and as much as we’d like to poke fun at 
this large food franchise we have to admit that, although 
the bagels here won’t top the warm New York bagels of 
our youth, they’re probably the best we’ve had on this 
continent. Naturally, a wide choice of coffee, tea and juice 
is also available as well as free wi-fi, so if you’re in the 
area then drop by, power up your iPad and enjoy a tasty 
tuna melt bagel or something else from its large menu.
QV‑1, Bijlmerplein 561 B, tel. (+31) 203 65 33 81, www.
bagelsbeans.nl. Open 08:02 ‑ 18:03, Sat 09:01 ‑ 17:32, 
Sun 09:32 ‑ 17:32. (€4 ‑ 7). ASW

TONY’S NY CITY BAGELS
Not far from the Rembrandt House, this self-proclaimed 
New York bagel shop offers a variety of bagels with even 
more toppings from traditional cream cheese to guaca-
mole. Order a cold sandwich or tuna melts and BLT ba-
gels or you can try brownies, cookies and delicious carrot 
cake. If you’d rather eat at home take a bunch with you 
for €0.90/bagel or €8.50 for 10. Naturally, coffee, tea and 
juice are also available in this bright yellow bistro with 
high ceilings and views of the street. Order and pay at the 
counter.QH‑5, Jodenbreestraat 15, tel. (+31) 204 21 59 
30, www.tonysnycitybagels.nl. Open 08:00 ‑ 18:00, Sat 
08:30 ‑ 18:00, Sun 09:30 ‑ 18:00. (€2 ‑ 5).

BURGERS
THE BUTCHER
De Pijp is one of Amsterdam’s most bohemian neighbour-
hoods. It’s home to the amazing Albert Cuyp Market and, 
since 2012, one of the best burgers in town. The Butcher cooks 
all of its Aberdeen Angus beef burgers to order in the open-
plan kitchen for just under €10, but if you’re not in the mood 
for something that once mooed, you can order lamb, chicken 
and veggie burgers as well as the ‘codfather’. We personally 
prefer the Benedict burger, which is the perfect way to start 
the day. You can also add extras like blue cheese, jalapenos, 
bacon and a number of sauces in this trendy space designed 
by an award-winning architectural firm.QH‑10, Albert Cuyp‑
straat 129, tel. (+31) 204 70 78 75, www.the‑butcher.com. 
Open 11:00 ‑ 01:00, Mon, Tue, Sun 12:00 ‑ 01:00. Also at Bel‑
lamyplein 51 (West). JAKS

THRILL GRILL
Burgers are all the rage in Amsterdam these days and 
the latest addition to the scene has raised the bar with 
nearly 10 different gourmet beef, chicken, lamb and veg-
gie burgers served on homemade buns. And if you think 
that yellow clown with the red hair knows how to make a 
real American burger then go straight to this place to see 
how mistaken you are. The industrial surroundings are the 
perfect place to eat a proper juicy burger with Parmesan 
frites.QH‑10, Gerard Doustraat 98, tel. (+31) 207 60 67 
50, www.thrillgrill.nl. Open 11:30 ‑ 23:00. JABW
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Take a break for a cuppa at Kaldi Koffie & Thee on Utrechtsestraat

CAFETERIAS
DE BIJENKORF KITCHEN
Pass some of the world’s biggest brands like Vuitton and 
Gucci on your way to the top floor of this posh department 
store to reach De Bijenkorf Kitchen – an upmarket cafeteria 
that offers a stylish, modern interior and views of Amster-
dam. The Asian stand cooks stir fries to order, the seafood 
stand boasts oysters and sushi, you can order pizzas and 
pasta at the Italian counter and steaks at the grill. A much-
coveted outdoor terrace with limited seating is connected 
to the bar area. Needless to say, the Kitchen also offers plen-
ty of ice cream, cake and coffee.QA‑2, Dam 1, tel. 900 09 19 
(toll call), www.debijenkorf.nl. Open 10:00 ‑ 19:00, Mon, 
Sun 11:00 ‑ 19:00, Thu, Fri 10:00 ‑ 21:00. (€5 ‑ 12). AB

CHINESE
NEW KING
We were a little apprehensive when we encountered New 
King, because unlike so many other restaurants in China-
town, this one actually looks stylish with light coloured 
wood panelling, red banners of Asian comic book charac-
ters eating food and dark brown wallpaper that looks like 
snakeskin. Thankfully, this wasn’t a case of interior design 
prevailing over substance. The Mandarin and Indonesian 
cuisine is delicious and the prices are surprisingly reason-
able, too! Order whole fish, steaming bowls of seafood, 
crispy duck and pork, dim sum and some more exotic 
dishes like frog legs. Cocktails and a decent wine list are 
also available.QB‑1, Zeedijk 115 ‑ 117, tel. (+31) 206 25 21 
80, www.newking.nl. Open 11:30 ‑ 24:00. (€12 ‑ 18). A

ORIENTAL CITY
This upmarket Chinese restaurant occupies three floors of a, 
unmistakable corner Red Light district building and offers 
expensive, yet delicious cuisine, an extensive wine list and 
staff in either silk shirts or black bowties depending on their 
gender. Aquariums with exotic fish serve as décor as well as 
jade model ships and of course the ubiquitous red lanterns 
seen at most Asian eateries. Order anything from whole fish 
dishes with the heads and tails attached and sautéed scal-
lops to classic crispy suck dishes. Many of the clientele wear 
suits and formal wear, but you don’t have to. We certainly 
didn’t.QB‑2, O.Z. Voorburgwal 177 ‑ 179, tel. (+31) 206 26 
83 52, www.oriental‑city.nl. Open 11:30 ‑ 22:30. (€15 ‑ 28).

WING KEE
The pink walls and ceiling, the functional tile floor and 
other so-called design attributes could hardly be called at-
mospheric or stylish which is precisely the reason why this 
excellent Chinese restaurant is so authentic, but you don’t 
have to take our word for it. Just look at the photograph 
above the bar of Jackie Chan palling around with the own-
er. Indeed, with the exception of a few wayward tourists 
and one travel writer, the Wing Kee’s clientele seems to 
consist of mostly Asian patrons - always a good sign in our 
book.QB‑1, Zeedijk 76 ‑ 78, tel. (+31) 206 23 56 83. Open 
11:30 ‑ 24:00. (€10 ‑ 20).

COFFEE & TEA
BETER & LEUK
This cute little restaurant is really anything but ordinary. 
Healthy, organic and, above all, creative dishes are served 
here for lunch and if you come early enough you can 
sample its amazing breakfast. We also recommend the 
homemade cupcakes, pies and fresh smoothies. Despite 
its small size, Beter & Leuk is packed with colourful deco-
rations and somehow they’ve even managed to install a 
women’s clothing and jewellery boutique in the corner. 
A number of organic ingredients can be bought here as 
well and Beter & Leuk is also a good place to get fair trade 
chocolate bars. There are a few tables outside and on a 
sunny day they fill up rapidly.QO‑2, 1e Oosterparkstraat 
91, tel. (+31) 207 67 00 29, www.beterenleuk.nl. Open 
10:00 ‑ 17:00. Closed Mon, Sun. (€8 ‑ 10). GBKW

ESPRESSOFABRIEK
Located right next to a popular park where children play 
football and parents picnic, the technologically advanced 
(and expensive) coffee machines at the Espressofabriek 
are manned by professional baristas who obviously take 
pride in their work. They even offer seminars to anyone 
curious to know how to pour the perfect espresso. This 
isn’t the place to go for a quick cup of Joe, but rather an 
establishment for true connoisseurs. Although it has only 
limited seating inside, a huge terrace is available when the 
weather permits.QC‑4, Gosschalklaan 7 (Westergasfab‑
riek), tel. (+31) 204 86 21 06, www.espressofabriek.nl. 
Open 09:30 ‑ 18:00, Sat, Sun 10:00 ‑ 18:00. B

KALDI KOFFIE & THEE
Located in a beautiful historic building with an original 
stained glass shop front window on one of the city’s best 
shopping streets, Kaldi, which is named after the mythi-
cal goatherd who supposedly discovered coffee, not only 
makes a great cuppa but also sells all of the materials you 
need to make your own at home from machines to beans. 
Naturally, it wouldn’t be a Kaldi franchise if it didn’t offer 
speciality teas as well.QH‑8, Utrechtsestraat 129, tel. 
(+31) 202 05 09 23, kaldi.nl. Open 09:00 ‑ 18:00, Mon 
13:00 ‑ 18:00. Closed Sun. AS
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DUTCH PANCAKES

Although everyone knows 
that the Dutch can’t get 
enough stinky cheese, not 
everyone knows that they’re 
also nuts about pannen-
koeken (pancakes). Now, 
before you get too excited, 
we must warn you that you shouldn’t expect a giant 
stack of flapjacks smothered in butter and maple syr-
up if you order pancakes at a local restaurant. In fact, 
pancakes here often resemble a huge omelette filled 
with all manner of toppings from savoury ingredients 
like bacon, cheese and mushrooms to more conven-
tional delights like fruit and berries. You should also 
bear in mind that the dark syrup on offer at traditional 
Dutch pancake joints isn’t even remotely related to the 
maple tree. It’s actually a strong, bitter kind of treacle 
(molasses) that’s definitely an acquired taste, especially 
if you’re expecting sweet, golden maple syrup. The 
Dutch also love their poffertjes, which are tiny silver 
dollar-sized spongy pancakes that are often dusted 
with powdered sugar.

DINERS
STUDIO 2
This cosy little café offers great views of the bustling Flow-
er Market outside, not to mention excellent traditional 
Dutch dishes like green pea soup, omelettes, pancakes, 
apple pie and, like most places, an English breakfast for 
tourists. The food is incredibly cheap by city centre stan-
dards, but if you’re not hungry it’s also a good place to take 
a break from shopping and sightseeing with a coffee or 
a beer.QA‑3, Singel 504, tel. (+31) 206 23 91 36. Open 
09:30 ‑ 17:30. (€5 ‑ 8). A

TEDDY’S CORNER
This no frills diner and bar serves up anything from sal-
ads and burgers to steaks and lamb chops, but we get the 
feeling that most people pop in for a big breakfast with 
coffee or tea regardless of the time of day. Although it also 
offers beer and cocktails, it’s more of a place to recharge 
your batteries and to line your stomach before returning 
to other Red Light bars and coffeeshops on this infamous 
street.QB‑1, Warmoesstraat 45, tel. (+31) 204 23 21 67, 
teddyscorner.nl. (€7 ‑ 15). A

DUTCH
HAESJE CLAES
This classic Dutch restaurant spans six historic Amsterdam 
houses, many of which still retain their original architec-
tural features including medieval paintings, stained glass 
windows and tile tableaux. Order traditional dishes like 
pea soup with sausages and salted herring, not to men-
tion three different kinds of stamppot (potato and veg-
etable mash) from which to choose. Plenty of seafood is 
also on offer from salmon in Hollandaise sauce to oysters 
on the half shell and steamed mussels. The service is a bit 
stiff and formal, but the selection of beer from local city 
breweries De Prael and ‘t IJ is as good as it gets. Naturally, a 
good wine list is also available.QA‑2, Spuistraat 273 ‑ 275, 
tel. (+31) 206 24 99 98, www.haesjeclaes.nl. Open 12:00 
‑ 23:00. (€15 ‑ 22). AB

‘T LIEVERDJE
This unpretentious café and bar named after a famous 
statue of a small boy located around the corner serves 
up classic homemade Dutch dishes like stamppot, har-
ing and apple pie as well as Indonesian-style fried rice 
for affordable prices. A good selection of strong Bel-
gian beers and the locally made De Prael brew are also 
at your disposal but bear in mind that the resident cat 
might choose to sit in your lap if you’re male. Apparently, 
it doesn’t like women or so the owner claims. A pleas-
ant rustic interior with large brass candelabras and even 
an antique chandelier guarantee a cosy stay here, but 
remember that during peek eating times you’ll have to 
sit at the bar if you only want a drink. Tables are reserved 
for hungry patrons. On Fridays happy hour begins at 
20:00.QA‑3, Singel 415, tel. (+31) 625 58 11 56, www.
tlieverdje.nl. Open 11:00 ‑ 21:00. (€6 ‑ 12). B

ETHIOPIAN
IBSSA
Although you may feel a little uneasy about dining at a 
restaurant serving cuisine from a country where millions of 
people are starving as a result of a drought, we recommend 
you put aside your squeamishness and visit this simple 
Ethiopian restaurant, which looks and feels like somebody’s 
living room. The décor may not be Ibssa’s biggest attrac-
tion, but the food most certainly is. It’s also one of the few 
places in town where it’s impolite not to eat with your 
hands!QBlasiusstraat 62, tel. (+31) 206 63 39 63, www.
restaurantibssa.nl. Open 17:00 ‑ 22:00. (€9 ‑ 15). TL

FAST FOO
GRILL STEAKHOUSE MAMA
The exalted name is a little optimistic and the faux brick 
walls aren’t fooling anyone, but the shoarma is pretty 
good. That said, the sauce is truly spicy and the staff are 
constantly in motion cutting meat and serving inebri-
ated pub crawlers in the middle of the night.QF‑8, Korte 
Leidsedwarsstraat 56, tel. (+31) 207 77 18 62. Open 
16:00 ‑ 03:00, Fri, Sat 16:00 ‑ 04:00. (€5 ‑ 7). S

MANNEKEN PIS
This fast food frites shack on the Damrak has become an 
Amsterdam institution. Order your deep-fried potatoes in 
three sizes and one of 16 sauces is included in the price 
from traditional mayonnaise to an Indonesian peanut satay 
condiment. Other Dutch snacks like frikandel and kroket 
can also be had.QA‑1, Damrak 41, www.mannekenpis.
nl. Open 11:00 ‑ 23:00, Fri, Sat 11:00 ‑ 02:00. (€3 ‑ 5). S
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Locals eat outside, even in the winter

FONDUE
HET KARBEEL
This place seems to be one of the few original restaurants 
on a street lousy with Argentine steakhouses and Chinese 
eateries. The atmosphere is refined, yet casual and its inte-
rior is a combination of brick and wood with high timber 
ceilings and plenty of light, natural and otherwise. You can 
order pastas, salmon and steaks, but its true speciality is 
cheese fondue. Choose from a variety of different cheeses 
from local Gouda to Belgian Trappist fromage in which to 
dunk your bread and order one its fine wines to compli-
ment the meal.QB‑1, Warmoesstraat 16, tel. (+31) 206 
27 49 95, www.hetkarbeel.nl. Open 09:00 ‑ 23:00. (€15 
‑ 20). AK

FRENCH
LLOYD RESTAURANT
Located in the colossal 1920s building that houses the 
unique Lloyd design hotel, this bright, modern restaurant 
specialises in affordable French and Mediterranean cuisine 
made, when possible, with fresh local ingredients includ-
ing free range eggs. Try the traditional coq au vin, a platter 
of oysters and homemade pâté or perhaps something a 
bit simpler like poached eggs and toasted sandwiches. A 
good selection of beer and wine is also available.QP‑1, 
Oostelijke Handelskade 34, tel. (+31) 205 61 36 36, 
www.lloydhotel.com. (€8 ‑ 15). AB

GREEK
DE 2 GRIEKEN
This Greek restaurant is perhaps symbolic of its homeland. 
The maps of Greece on the wall are wrinkled and yellow-
ing and the whole place exudes an atmosphere of faded 
glory, yet the two Greeks who run the place are still pas-
sionate about their work. You won’t find haute cuisine 
here, but if you’re in the mood for solid peasant fare like 
moussaka, souvlaki and some fried squid accompanied 
by a house wine or some ouzo, then you won’t be dis-
appointed. If you’re not sure what to order, you can’t go 
wrong with the mixed grill, which comes with four kinds 
of meat, rice, potatoes, ‘giant’ beans, slaw and fresh tzatziki 
for about €15. A small garden terrace is also available in the 
summer.QE‑4, Prinsenstraat 20, tel. (+31) 206 25 53 17. 
Open 17:00 ‑ 23:00. (€15). AB

ICE CREAM
METROPOLITAN DELI
Although most venues on Warmoesstraat lure you inside 
with large beer selections, erotic gadgets or a whiff of pot 
smoke, Metropolitan Deli tempts passers-by with a flow-
ing chocolate fountain and a huge display of freshly made 
gelato in dozens of flavours from pistachio  and hazelnut 
to cheesecake and even stroopwafel (caramel cookie). You 
can also buy gourmet chocolates and chocolate flavoured 
beer! Recommended.QWarmoesstraat 135, tel. (+31) 
203 30 19 55, www.metropolitandeli.nl. Open 09:00 ‑ 
24:00, Fri, Sat 09:00 ‑ 01:00. AS

INDIAN
KAMASUTRA
Although most people are too distracted by the coffeshops, 
sex shops and bars in the Red Light District to notice this 
Indian restaurant located on a small side street, this appro-
priately named place, given its location, is well worth a visit 
for anyone craving a curry or a vindaloo. Inside Bollywood 
movies provide the soundtrack for your dining experience 
while rajas, gods and goddesses feast, carouse and flirt in 
murals on three floors of Kamasutra. Order a Kingfisher or 
Cobra beer and take your pick of delicious Indian cuisine, 
which is prepared by Indian chefs. If you don’t believe us 
just take the stairs to the cellar downstairs and you’ll see 
them toiling away in the kitchen.QB‑1, Lange Niezel 9, tel. 
(+31) 206 26 00 03, www.restaurantkamasutra.nl. Open 
12:00 ‑ 24:00. (€15 ‑ 20). AV

MEGHNA
This tiny Indian restaurant with less than a dozen tables 
offers an authentic menu of classic dishes from the sub-
continent and is so popular, even on weeknights, that it’s 
nearly always full, yet somehow you can always get a table. 
Sparsely decorated with artistic renditions of what appear 
to be scenes from the Mogul court, the dining experience 
isn’t about the interior design, but rather culinary indul-
gence. Whatever you choose, curries, hot vindaloos or its 
delicious tikka mixed grill, you won’t be disappointed. Free 
pappadums with an incredibly spicy sauce, of which the 
owner warned us, is a nice perk to an already excellent 
evening.QH‑6, Utrechtsestraat 28, tel. (+31) 206 25 13 
92, www.meghna.nl. Open 17:00 ‑ 23:00. (€12 ‑ 18). A

INDONESIAN
DESA
Dutch Indonesian restaurants almost never excel at choos-
ing original names and Desa, which means village, is no 
exception. Then again it does reflect the rustic environ-
ment of this casual establishment that serves authentic 
dishes that are both tasty and affordable. The chefs are 
skilled and the staff is friendly, so Desa might just be a 
good place to discover this exotic cuisine.QH‑9, Ceintuur‑
baan 103, tel. (+31) 206 71 09 79, www.restaurantdesa.
com. Open 17:00 ‑ 23:00. (€12 ‑ 14). AK
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KANTJIL & DE TIJGER
Stylish, yet casual, Kantijl & de Tiger is a good option if 
you’re in the mood for tasty Indonesian cuisine from local 
favourites like a variety of rijsttafels and nasi goring to deli-
cious desserts such as the green Javanese pancake with 
coconut and palm sugar syrup. The exotic smells of the 
sauces and seasonings are the first thing one notices upon 
entering as meals are prepared in an open-plan kitchen 
to the left. Although the place does include some tradi-
tional design features like a tiger, palm trees and bamboo, 
the interior is generally a more modern affair. Its delicious 
organic juices really hit the spot.QA‑3, Spuistraat 291 ‑ 
293, tel. (+31) 206 20 09 94, www.kantjil.nl. Open 16:00 
‑ 23:00, Sat, Sun 12:00 ‑ 23:00. (€10 ‑ 25). AB

INTERNATIONAL
CAFÉ PROUST
Popular with local 20- and 30-somethings, this stylish 
café is decorated with blackboard art (you’ll see what we 
mean when you get there) and two long mirrors on op-
posite walls that create an odd optical illusion, but its most 
striking feature is the huge lamp hanging above the bar 
that looks like a revolver. You can order a good cocktail 
or a tasty brew, but the menu is also worth a look and of-
fers such interesting dishes as lamb burgers with harissa 
sauce. Café Proust also has a small terrace but you might 
want to reserve a spot ahead of time or get here early.
QE‑4, Noordermarkt 4, tel. (+31) 206 23 91 45, www.
goodfoodgroup.nl/proust.html. Open 12:00 ‑ 24:00, 
Mon, Sun 09:00 ‑ 24:00. (€10 ‑ 18). B

EETCAFÉ ANGELO
At first glance you might think that you’ve stumbled into 
one of Amsterdam’s legendary coffeeshops, but that 
couldn’t be further from the truth as the smokers here puff 
away on flavoured tobacco using Middle Eastern shishas, 
hookahs, water pipes or whatever you prefer to call them. 
But that’s just a small part of the story. Eetcafé Angelo 
also serves international fare from kebabs to burgers not 
to mention plenty of brews and cocktails. It’s also conve-
niently located in the middle of the Albert Cuyp Market, 
which is a must see in the area.QH‑10, Albert Cuypstraat 
158, tel. (+31) 623 98 44 48. Open 13:00 ‑ 24:00.

EYE BAR-RESTAURANT
This restaurant is located inside the impressive EYE film in-
stitute. The terrace provides incredible views of the River IJ 
and the wait staff are friendly and attentive, but the food 
isn’t as impressive as the building in which this establish-
ment is housed. Although the homemade croquettes are 
really delicious. The EYE Bar-Restaurant is in fact more of a 
restaurant than a bar, although we’d feel more comfortable 
recommending it as a good place to have a beer or a cock-
tail. In any case, even if you’re not planning to eat or drink 
here, the modern building in the shape of an eye is worth a 
visit.QN‑2, IJpromenade 1, tel. (+31) 205 89 14 02, www.
eyebarrestaurant.nl. Open 10:00 ‑ 01:00, Fri, Sat 10:30 ‑ 
23:30. (€10 ‑ 15). PTJAULGBKXW

GUTS & GLORY
Not unlike our ancestors who used nearly every part of the 
animal, the innovative chefs at Guts & Glory aren’t afraid 
to use cuts of meat that average restaurants wouldn’t 
touch, especially the nasty bits. Here fish, pigs, and other 
livestock are treated with respect and served in the most 
delicious manner possible. You can also expect a posh 
interior of whitewashed walls and tiles, simple wooden 
tables and a generally refined atmosphere. An impressive 
wine list is also available, but if you’re still not convinced, 
it might pique your interest to know that Guts & Glory re-
ceived an honourable mention in the 2016 Michelin Guide.
QB‑3, Utrechtsestraat 6, tel. (+31) 203 62 00 30, www.
gutsglory.nl. Open 12:00 ‑ 01:00. (lunch 12:00 ‑ 15:00; 
dinner 18:00 ‑ 22:00). 3‑courses for €32.50. A

ZOUK
You can’t exactly call Zouk a tapas restaurant. The spa-
cious and colourful bar in the Oud-West district a stone’s 
throw from Leidseplein serves small, cheap servings to 
split amongst your friends, but they’re usually not large 
enough to actually, well, share. However, Zouk’s true spe-
ciality is its surprising selection of beer including plenty 
of foreign lagers. If you still decide to dine here be sure 
to order the homemade frites and the Zouk burger.QE‑9, 
Eerste Constantijn Huygensstraat 45, tel. (+31) 206 89 
11 33, cafezouk.nl. Open 12:00 ‑ 01:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 ‑ 
03:00. (€10 ‑ 14). PJAGBK

IRANIAN
DAAR BAAND
This wonderful Iranian restaurant is absolutely littered 
with Persian nick-nacks making it difficult not to let 
your eyes roam about the place. Paintings of long-gone 
noblemen (and -women) and scenes from ancient 
Persepolis cover the walls while authentic music sets 
the tone for an evening you won’t forget. Try delicious 
lamb kebabs, a host of vegetarian dishes or do as we 
did and order the mahiche (lamb stew with baked apri-
cots, spicy potatoes and mixed vegetables). You can 
also smoke a shisha.QD‑10, Overtoom 350, tel. (+31) 
206 18 54 81, www.irandaarbaand.nl. Open 17:00 ‑ 
24:00. (€14 ‑ 18). ABX

True carnivores should head straight to Guts & Glory
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ITALIAN
DE ITALIAAN
Our only complaint about De Italiaan would have to 
be that it’s so popular and crammed with people in the 
evening that a reservation is often necessary. But this 
is of course a testament to its authentic cuisine and at-
mosphere. Most of the ingredients used in its open plan 
kitchen are imported from organic farms in Italy and all 
of its Italian wines can be enjoyed by the glass, carafe or 
bottle within its two-storey red interior or out on the sum-
mer terrace. A huge number of pizzas are prepared in a 
wood-fired oven, but lots of other traditional main courses 
and starters are also available.QE‑9, Bosboom Toussaint‑
straat 29, tel. (+31) 206 83 68 54, www.deitaliaan.com. 
Open 17:30 ‑ 22:00. (€10 ‑ 20). AB

PASTA PASTA
Not everyone has time to spend hours waiting for their 
server to deliver a meal. After all, you probably didn’t 
come to Amsterdam just to sit around waiting for food. 
That’s where Pasta Pasts comes in. This unique concept 
offers delicious homemade pasta at two locations in Am-
sterdam. Choose whichever pasta or ravioli you like best 
and then pick the sauce and toppings and within minutes 
you’ll have a great meal in a stylish atmosphere that looks 
more like a trendy restaurant than an inexpensive fast food 
bistro.QH‑10, Ferdinand Bolstraat 67, tel. (+31) 203 34 
31 40, pasta‑pasta.nl. Open 11:00 ‑ 23:00, Fri, Sat 11:00 
‑ 24:00. Also at B‑1, Warmoesstraat 49, tel. (+31) 203 31 
11 99. Open 11:00 ‑ 24:00, Fri, Sat 11:00 ‑ 02:00. AS

JAMAICAN
PLANET ROSE
If you go with your first instinct and stay outside, you’ll 
miss one of Amsterdam’s culinary secrets. Unfortunate-
ly the cheap chairs and tacky adverts make Planet Rose 
seem more like a snack bar than a Jamaican restaurant 
where the food is exceptional. Once inside it seems 
more like you’re in the canteen of some obscure foot-
ball team than in a real restaurant, but if you can ignore 
appearances, chef Mama-Rose will take you on a culi-
nary journey through our planet’s most relaxed island 
nation. Each dish on the menu comes with a personal 
story on its background and all taste delicious, especial-
ly the tender goat curry, jerked chicken and ackee and 
saltfish.QD‑9, Nicolaas Beetsstraat 47, tel. (+31) 206 
12 98 38, www.planetrose.info. Open 14:00 ‑ 22:00. 
(€15). NGBKXS

JAPANESE
YAMAZATO
The best time to visit the only Japanese restaurant in 
Europe with a Michelin star is in the spring when the 
cherry blossoms in its private garden are in bloom. But 
even if you dine here in the dead of winter you won’t 
be disappointed with the classic Sukiya-style interior, 
the staff in authentic kimono or the traditional Kaiseki 
cuisine. When the restaurant first opened in the 1970s 
it flew local fish suppliers to Japan to show them how 
seafood was supposed to be presented for consump-
tion, which means that the fish they now serve is up to 
Japanese standards and the more exotic additions to 
the menu are flown in from Japan. You can also order a 
traditional breakfast if you reserve it in advance.QFer‑
dinand Bolstraat 333 (Hotel Okura), tel. (+31) 206 78 
74 50, www.yamazato.nl. Open 12:00 ‑ 14:00, 18:00 
‑ 21:30. (€40 ‑ 80). PA

LUNCHROOM
DE BAKKERSWINKEL
This long, narrow industrial-looking space with pipes and 
wires hanging from the ceiling provides a bright, refined 
atmosphere illuminated by a number of skylights. You can 
expect classical music, a fresh flower on each table and 
gourmet sweets, breakfasts, lunch and a whole menu 
dedicated to high tea. Meals are prepared behind a long 
counter to the right side that’s covered in delicious pies 
and cakes. The Baker’s Shop is by no means cheap, but 
style and taste don’t come for free. Two small tables are 
also available out on the street when the weather coop-
erates.QB‑1, Warmoesstraat 69, tel. (+31) 204 89 80 00, 
www.debakkerswinkel.nl. Open 08:00 ‑ 17:30, Mon 
10:00 ‑ 17:30, Sat, Sun 09:00 ‑ 18:00. Also at C‑3, Po‑
lonceaukade 1‑2 (Westergasfabriek), tel. (+31) 206 88 
06 32. Open 09:00 ‑ 17:00, Sat, Sun 10:00 ‑ 18:00; G‑9, 
Roelof Hartstraat 68, (+31) 206 62 35 94. Open 07:30 ‑ 
17:00, Sun 10:00 ‑ 16:00. Closed Mon. AB

MIRACULOUS AMSTERDAM

Amsterdam first put its name on the map of Europe not 
with its trading prowess, its port or with prostitution, 
but with a supposed miracle that’s still celebrated to-
day on March 12. The story goes that in 1345 a man was 
gravely ill and summoned a priest to administer com-
munion, but the man was so sick that he couldn’t keep 
anything down and kept vomiting, so the clergyman 
advised the women of the household to throw any 
expelled holy liquids on the fire, which they did. The 
next morning they discovered a perfectly formed host, 
or communion wafer, in the fireplace, which seemed 
impervious to the surrounding flames. A miracle was 
declared, a chapel was built on the site of the house 
and pilgrims began streaming into Amsterdam. Today 
pilgrims of a different sort still converge on the city and 
quite a few probably also vomit here, but we doubt 
that the shoarma and French fries that come up have 
any religious significance. It’s also interesting to note 
that the chapel was later destroyed and the building 
that now occupies its place houses the Amsterdam 
Dungeon. Sources also don’t seem to mention what 
became of the man who started all of the commotion 
with his holy heaving.
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MEXICAN
LOS PILONES
Although quite colourful, and definitely not lacking in 
the décor department, Los Pilones chose to forgo the 
usual embellishments of sombreros and cacti in favour 
of Mexican wrestling memorabilia including a giant 
mural of one of the sport’s icons. The menu is limited 
to tortillas, soft shell tacos and enchiladas, but the food 
is good and the salsa that comes with the gratis chips 
is surprisingly spicy. Naturally, you can order one of its 
185 tequilas, like Los Pilones, as well as Dos Equis and 
Negra Modello beers in addition to the ubiquitous Co-
rona. Get here early or you’ll be stuck on the wrong side 
of the border.QD‑5, Eerste Anjeliersdwarsstraat 4 ‑ 6, 
tel. (+31) 206 20 03 23, www.lospilones.com. Open 
16:00 ‑ 24:00, Fri, Sat 16:00 ‑ 03:00. Also at F‑8, Kerk‑
straat 63, tel. (+31) 203 20 46 51; B‑1, Geldersekade 
111 (Nieuwmarkt), tel. (+31) 207 76 02 10. (€20 ‑ 25). 
PTJAGBK

MOROCCAN
BAZAR
Located in a huge space that was once a church in the 
middle of Amsterdam’s most famous street market, Ba-
zar offers a huge menu of delicious halal Turkish, Middle 
Eastern and North African dishes too numerous to men-
tion here. Suffice it to say, that you can get anything from 
kebabs, falafel and hummus to exotic seafood and lots of 
cuisine with tangy harissa sauce. Dine under enormous 
Moroccan-style lamps on the second floor balcony or 
below multicoloured flashing Christmas lights on the 
ground floor. The food is refreshingly affordable and the 
atmosphere is friendly and casual. Despite the Islamic 
décor, plenty of beer, wine and spirits can be ordered at 
the central bar.QH‑8, Albert Cuypstraat 182, tel. (+31) 
206 75 05 44, www.bazaramsterdam.com. Open 11:00 
‑ 24:00, Fri 11:00 ‑ 01:00, Sat 09:00 ‑ 01:00, Sun 09:00 ‑ 
24:00. (€6 ‑ 12). A

NORTH AFRICAN
RAÏNARAÏ
It’s no mirage. The lonely brick building at the far end 
of the Westergasfabriek is a cosy oasis from the other-
wise bland surroundings of empty space on one side 
and boring residential housing blocks across the street. 
Let the aroma of North African spices emanating from 
the open-plan kitchen lure you inside for a culinary 
experience you won’t soon forget. Although you can 
try traditional tagines as main courses, you might get a 
broader introduction to this exotic cuisine by ordering 
the chef’s special mezze menu that includes five differ-
ent dishes. In the summer you can also sit outside on 
carpets and enjoy a mint tea in the sun.QC‑4, Polon‑
ceaukade 40 (Westergasfabriek), tel. (+31) 204 86 71 
09, www.rainarai.nl. Open 12:00 ‑ 01:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 
‑ 03:00. Closed Mon. (€20). B

PANCAKES
DE SPIEGEL
Within spitting distance of the Rijksmuseum, this cosy 
family-style restaurant and café has been serving pancakes 
and other international food since 1907. Take a seat under 
the hanging wooden shoes, lanterns, copper tea kettles 
and other nick-nacks clinging to the ceiling and order a 
big burger, a healthy salad or a hot drink. The kiebitz (hot 
cocoa with rum and lots of whipped cream) really hits the 
spot on a cold and rainy Amsterdam day.QF‑8, Lijnbaans‑
gracht 277, tel. (+31) 206 26 69 04, lunchcafedespiegel.
nl. Open 10:00 ‑ 22:00, Sun 10:00 ‑ 16:00. (€8 ‑ 12).

PIZZA
LA PERLA
A couple of guys frantically stoke a wood-fuelled brick pizza 
oven to keep up with the large demand for thin-crust piz-
zas that have locals queued up outside. But this isn’t a fancy, 
sit-down establishment, although it does offer two coun-
ters and some stools, which are almost always occupied. On 
weekend nights, people order their gourmet pizzas baked 
with real Mozzarella di Bufala di Campana cheese and 
then sip a glass of wine or an Italian Dolimiti micro brew 
outside until one of the master bakers runs over with their 
order. Most people, already worked up into a frenzy by the 
wonderful aromas, eat it right there on the street.QD‑5, 
Tweede Tuindwarsstraat 14, tel. (+31) 206 24 88 28, www.
pizzaperla.nl. Open 17:00 ‑ 22:00. (€10 ‑ 12). AW

QUICK EATS
FEBO
This chain of snack bars, or rather snack shops, offers 
deep-fried croquettes, frikandel and burgers promptly 
placed into vending machines right after being made, 
which probably sounds strange to tourists and that’s 
precisely why you just have to experience it. We prefer 
a spicy Dutch sausage (frikandel) with an order of frites 
and mayo before or after a night on the town, but others 
swear by the satekroket. The snack options seem limitless 
here so deposit your coins and see what comes out. Also 
available at over 20 locations throughout town.QB‑1, Ou‑
dezijds Voorburgwal 33, tel. (+31) 206 26 03 60, www.
febodelekkerste.nl. Open 12:00 ‑ 03:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 ‑ 
04:00; and many other locations. (€1 ‑ 3). JGS

Wall snacks are a lifesaver in the middle of the night
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You don’t need a restaurant to eat fresh oysters

SANDWICH SHOPS
BROODJE POPOV
It’s no secret that the Dutch lover their sandwiches, but 
this traditional Amsterdam broodjezaak (sandwich shop) 
has been serving delicious rolls stuffed with only the best 
cold cuts and veggies delivered from local butcher shops 
and greengrocers for over 40 years. You can also enjoy an 
inexpensive Dutch or full English breakfast all day long, so 
if you’d like to see where locals prefer to enjoy a gourmet 
coffee while reading the paper right next to the famous 
Albert Cuyp Market, then head over to Broodje Popov for a 
taste of the real Amsterdam. Pick-up, takeaway and deliv-
ery also available.QI‑9, Van Woustraat 20, tel. (+31) 206 
62 37 01, broodjepopov.nl. Open 07:45 ‑ 16:45. Closed 
Sun. (€4 ‑ 7). VBSW

SEAFOOD
THE OYSTER CLUB
Located in the historic stadium that hosted the 1928 Olym-
pic Games as well as its fair share of Ajax football matches, 
The Oyster Club, not surprisingly, specialises in fresh sea-
food, sushi and, of course, oysters. Not unlike the stadium it-
self, the restaurant and lounge is incredibly spacious and of-
fers stylish décor as well as a huge outdoor terrace when the 
weather cooperates. Opened in 2013, it has quickly become 
a local hotspot on weekend nights when hip and affluent 
Amsterdammers drop by for DJs and excellent cocktails.
QOlympisch Stadion 35, tel. (+31) 205 70 84 00, www.
theoysterclub.nl. Open 10:00 ‑ 01:00, Fri 10:00 ‑ 02:00, Sat 
12:00 ‑ 02:00, Sun 12:00 ‑ 01:00. (€30  ‑ 50). ALBW

SOUP
SOUP EN ZO
This place specialises in delicious, if expensive, gourmet 
soups from simple potato with Roquefort cheese to Su-
rinamese brown bean soup with chicken. You’re guaran-
teed at least eight different choices and they’re served in 
four sizes from something that resembles a children’s cup 
to a large container, but bear in mind that the location 
on N. Spiegelstraat only offers takeaway.QH‑5, Joden‑
breestraat 94a, tel. (+31) 204 22 22 43, soupenzo.nl. 
Open 11:00 ‑ 20:00, Sat, Sun 12:00 ‑ 19:00. Also at G‑8, 
Nieuwe Spiegelstraat 54, tel. (+31) 203 30 77 81. Open 
11:30 ‑ 19:00, Sat 12:00 ‑ 18:00. Closed Sun. (€4 ‑ 8).

STEAKHOUSES
BLACK AND BLUE
You’ll find a steakhouse catering to tourists on nearly every 
street corner in Amsterdam, but very few serve a proper 
piece of meat and fewer still have any kind of ambience. 
Thankfully, Black and Blue is a different animal altogether. 
Here you can expect trendy interior design and Black Angus 
beef sizzling above a charcoal grill in the open plan kitchen. 
You won’t be overloaded with options here either as the 
chef likes to keep things simple, yet flavourful. Order a rib-
eye, a big burger, the catch of the day or even a whole lobster 
served with a couple of sides or a salad and a glass of wine 
or beer. Culinary simplicity at its best.QE‑6, Leliegracht 46, 
tel. (+31) 206 25 08 07, www.restaurantblackandblue.nl. 
Open 11:00 ‑ 23:00. (€15 ‑ 30). AB

SURINAMESE
TJIN’S
Although more of a fast food joint than a proper restau-
rant, if you’d like a taste of Holland’s multicultural side then 
you can try a traditional Surinamese sandwich at Tjin’s, 
which claims to be the oldest Surinamese broodjeszaak 
(sandwich shop) in the Netherlands. Order the broodje 
dogla, which is their own combination of two traditional 
delicacies on one bun, but don’t leave without tasting one 
of the delicious fresh juices it has on offer.QI‑9, Van Wous‑
traat 17, tel. (+31) 206 79 37 58, www.tjins.nl.

SUSHI
FRESH2GO
The brainchild of Mr. Kwong Chi Ming, Fresh2Go has 
now expanded to three locations since it was founded 
in 2013 and has quickly become a household name for 
sushi delivery in Amsterdam. Professional sushi chefs use 
only the freshest ingredients to create delicious sushi and 
bento boxes which you can order at its outlets or online.
QI‑9, Van Woustraat 39, tel. (+31) 202 60 28 88, www.
fresh2go.nl. Also at Ijburglaan 157, tel. (+31) 204 16 79 
49. AVS

THAI
GOLDEN BROWN BAR
This is definitely not a brown bar, unless of course these 
Amsterdam institutions have changed and now include 
incredibly stylish interiors with high ceilings and serve 
delicious cocktails and affordable Thai cuisine. Decorative 
walls on two floors, giant windows for people watching 
and huge glass balls as lamps will give you a small hint 
at what to expect. The fish cakes, green curries and pad 
thai also make it worth a visit, but just in case you were 
really in the market for a brown bar, this trendy hotspot 
does offer some great brews on draught.QD‑10, Jan 
Pieter Heijestraat 146, tel. (+31) 206 12 40 76, www.
goldenbrownbar.nl. Open 17:00 ‑ 01:00, Sat, Sun 12:00 ‑ 
01:00. (€7 ‑ 9). AB
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TIBETAN
TIBET RESTAURANT
Despite its uninspired name, the Tibet Restaurant offers a 
truly diverse selection of Himalayan specialities and even 
some politically incorrect Chinese Sichuan dishes. The 
menu also provides plenty of inane comments about the 
food that are meant to be funny, but unfortunately come 
up a little short in the humour department, but since 
our sizzling pork was truly delicious and spicy, we’ll take 
those comments at face value in the whimsical spirit that 
they were written. The interior contains murals of Tibetan 
landscapes, a huge photo of the Potala Palace in Lhasa, 
the obligatory portrait of the Dalai Lama and a disturbing 
photo of an unwashed Tibetan child that will make you 
want to cry.QB‑1, Lange Niezel 24, tel. (+31) 206 24 11 
37, www.tibet‑restaurant.nl. Open 12:00 ‑ 24:00, Wed 
15:00 ‑ 24:00. (€10 ‑ 16). A

TURKISH
GÜLLÜOGLU
All the goodies that the Turkish culinary tradition has 
to offer can be found at this popular Amsterdam insti-
tution. Since 1871 Güllüoğlu has used its secret family 
recipes to create wonderful handmade desserts like 
baklava, Anatolia’s most famous treat. The exquisite 
flavour of these recipes have become so beloved that 
Güllüoğlu has the honour of calling itself the biggest 
baklava baker in the world with establishments in doz-
ens of countries including Libya. You can also enjoy 
other pastries, pies and cakes and all can be enjoyed 
with real Turkish coffee. The restaurant, café and shop 
is tastefully decorated with a mixture of European and 
Ottoman features.QB‑3, Reguliersbreestraat 7, tel. 
(+31) 203 20 42 00, www.gulluoglu.nl. Open 09:00 ‑ 
22:00, Sat, Sun 10:00 ‑ 22:00. JKS

UPMARKET RESTAURANTS
RESTAURANT DE KAS (THE GREENHOUSE)
When was the last time you dined in a giant refurbished 
greenhouse with its very own brick smokestack? Done 
that? Was it located in a city park and have its own pri-
vate summer terrace and hedge garden? If your answer is 
still ‘yes’ then you’ve probably been to this hip, upmarket 
restaurant specialising in rustic Mediterranean cuisine 
that’s made with only the freshest of ingredients. The 
setting in the Frankendael Park is stunning and the food 
is excellent, but you’ll have to trust the chef as the menu 
changes every day. Choose a two-course meal at lunch for 
€37.50 or a three-course dinner menu for €49.50.QP‑2, 
Kamerlingh Onneslaan 3, tel. (+31) 204 62 45 62, www.
restaurantdekas.nl. Open 12:00 ‑ 14:00, 18:30 ‑ 22:00, 
Sat 18:30 ‑ 22:00. Closed Sun. AB

VERMEER
Vermeer is one of the city’s most exclusive restaurants 
and with good reason. Spread out over three historic Am-
sterdam buildings in the NH Barbizon Palace, one room is 
more of a lounge with a relaxed atmosphere and a fire-
place, the general seating area is elegantly decorated with 
paintings and chandeliers and the third room is reserved 
for private parties. Each day the chef creates a menu based 
on the freshest, locally grown products he was able to 
procure from organic farms and the hotel’s rooftop herb 
garden. A three-course meal can usually be had for around 
€65.QB‑1, Prins Hendrikkade 59 ‑ 72, tel. (+31) 205 56 
48 85, restaurantvermeer.nl. Open 18:30 ‑ 22:00. Closed 
Sun. AI

WILDE ZWIJNEN
This stylish restaurant behind the bathhouse on Ja-
vaplein is a bit more upmarket than most eateries in the 
area, but every neighbourhood needs a special place 
for foodies and fine diners. Patrons can choose from a 
3- or 4-course chef’s menu for €29.50 and €35.50, respec-
tively, or try one of a few signature dishes from its small 
a la carte menu including its namesake - the wild boar. 
Credit cards aren’t accepted, so bring cash or a bank card.
QP‑2, Javaplein 23hs, tel. (+31) 204 63 30 43, www.
wildezwijnen.com. Open 12:00 ‑ 01:00. Closed Mon. 
(€20 ‑ 30). BW

instagram.com/in_your_pocket

WINTER LIGHT FESTIVAL

Each year Amsterdam’s canals and streets are given 
an antidote to the darkness that comes with a Dutch 
winter – it’s called the Amsterdam Light Festival. Local 
and international artists create illuminated installations 
around the city that can be seen on foot or by boat and 
this year’s theme is friendship. Many of Amsterdam’s ca-
nal boat companies, including Mokumboot, Blue Boat, 
Gray Line, Lovers and many others (see Getting around 
on p.6), will offer special tours along this year’s festival 
canal route entitled Water Colors (available until Janu-
ary 17). If you’d like to see light installations along the 
pedestrian route, called Illuminade, you’ll have to head 
over to the Plantage district of the city, which is also 
home to the Hortus Botanical Gardens and the Royal 
Artis Zoo. Begin your walking tour (available until Janu-
ary 3) at the H-7, Stopera on Waterlooplein where you’ll 
also see a festival kiosk selling programmes for €3.50. 
For more information about the festival and to book 
boat tours visit www.amsterdamlightfestival.com. Pho-
to courtesy of Amsterdam Light Festival on Facebook
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You can sit in an historic establishment that’s over 100 years 
old or sip a special coffee poured by a professional barrista.

CAFES
BAR BAARSCH
What a sight for a neighbourhood that’s hardly renowned 
for its looks! Firmly rooted in the heart of the De Baarsjes 
neighbourhood, this café/restaurant offers hip interior 
design, quick service, pub quizzes and lots of live football 
matches. It attracts a combination of both young and old-
er locals and there’s a bar island in the middle where they 
can all mix and mingle. On summer evenings the lamps 
outside are lit making Baarsch a shining beacon in what 
many locals would call ‘the ghetto’.QR‑3, Jan Evertsen‑
straat 91, tel. (+31) 206 18 19 70, www.barbaarsch.nl. 
Open 10:00 ‑ 01:00, Fri 10:00 ‑ 03:00, Sat 11:00 ‑ 03:00, 
Sun 11:00 ‑ 01:00, PRINT. B

BOOM
This busy café has an extensive summer terrace, which 
actually offers more seating than you’ll find inside at the 
limited number of tables in this narrow establishment. If 
you’d rather not look at the park across the street or hear 
the rumble of passing trams on Linnaeusstraat, then order 
a glass of wine or a draught Vedett inside and get ready 
for good international cuisine prepared in a nearly open 
kitchen in the back of the café.QP‑2, Linnaeusstraat 63, 
tel. (+31) 206 65 52 24, www.boometenendrinken.nl. 
Open 18:00 ‑ 24:00, Sat, Sun 12:00 ‑ 24:00. (€8 ‑ 18). B

BOULANGERIE 1072
This cosy café offers a trendy interior of white tiled walls 
behind its main counter as well as seating by the window, 
upstairs or in the half basement. Order a delicious Busca-
glione coffee, freshly baked French artisanal bread and 
pastries or stick around for a leisurely meal of soups, salads 
and sandwiches in one of Amsterdam’s trendiest districts, 
De Pijp. Brunch is available at the weekend and vegan 
meals can also be had. If you’re in a hurry order your ba-
guettes or macaroons to go.QH‑10, Ferdinand Bolstraat 
151‑153, tel. (+31) 207 37 04 96, www.boulangerie1072.
nl. Open 08:00 ‑ 18:00. AB

Try great sandwiches and cocktails at De Huyschkaemer

CAFÉ DE HUYSCHKAEMER
Amsterdam has nearly as many cafés as it does bikes, so 
it can often times be difficult to choose a place that has 
the right combination of cosy atmosphere, good food and 
an admirable drinks selection. We’re happy to say that De 
Huyschkaemer gets high marks in all categories. Enjoy 
great breakfast food all day long, order its special sloppy 
joe burger or try one of its unique gourmet sandwiches 
including its sandwich of the week, which was the daring 
banana, bacon and Nutella sandwich when we dropped 
by. You can also have a seat in its quaint, yet modern inte-
rior to watch some football at the weekend or have beers 
and cocktails with friends until late any day of the week. 
The bartenders also pride themselves on their smooth-
ies.QH‑8, Utrechtsestraat 137, tel. (+31) 206 27 05 75, 
www.huyschkaemer.nl. Open 09:00 ‑ 01:00, Fri, Sat 
09:00 ‑ 03:00, Sun 11:30 ‑ 01:00. (€6 ‑ 10). ABW

CAFÉ FONTEYN
The faded floral print wallpaper and wobbly chairs might 
make one suspect that Fonteyn has fallen on hard times, 
but that couldn’t be farther from the truth. A laid back at-
mosphere, a good selection of beers including one or two 
brews from the IJ brewery and a huge summer terrace on 
the Nieuwmarkt make it popular with locals and tourists 
alike, especially bohemian 20-somethings. You can also 
order vitamin drinks, 100% fruit juices like apple-rhubarb 
and cocktails after 16:00. Sandwiches can also be had, but 
it doesn’t serve proper dinners. QB‑2, Nieuwmarkt 13 ‑ 
15, tel. (+31) 204 22 35 99, www.cafefonteyn.nl. Open 
10:00 ‑ 01:00, Fri, Sat 10:00 ‑ 03:00. BW

CAFÉ GEORGE
This stylish café is the perfect place to spend a lazy day 
with a good book. With views of the Leidsegracht outside, 
an industrial interior of white tile walls, long leather bench-
es and even a dog area, not to mention great food from 
eggs Benedict or eggs cooked any way you like to gour-
met sandwiches and salads, George has all bases covered. 
Top shelf alcohol can also be had as well as Champagne.
QE‑8, Leidsegracht 84, tel. (+31) 206 26 08 02, www.
cafegeorge.nl. Open 11:00 ‑ 23:00. (€7 ‑ 14). ABStop by Boulangerie 1072 for fresh bread and a smile
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CAFÉ KOBALT
Open for breakfast, lunch, dinner and late night cocktails, 
this incredibly popular eating and drinking establish-
ment is located in a medieval building with, rough, worn 
floors, ancient timber ceilings and columns and a typically 
gabled exterior not far from the station. Locals know that a 
table reservation is a wise choice in the evening and even 
in the afternoon if one wants to enjoy affordable Dutch 
and international cuisine not to mention a good selection 
of draught beers from the Amsterdam IJ brewery. You can 
also listen to DJs on Friday nights and live jazz on Sundays 
from 17:00.QE‑4, Singel 2a, tel. (+31) 203 20 15 59, www.
cafekobalt.nl. Open 08:00 ‑ 01:00, Fri, Sat 08:00 ‑ 03:00, 
Sun 10:00 ‑ 01:00. (€8 ‑ 15). AIEB

CAFÉ WHEELS
This casual café decorated in the Dutch fashion, meaning 
its tabletops are covered with rugs, is a good place to take 
a break for a cheap breakfast cooked by its friendly owner 
who often sings as he fries eggs in the kitchenette. Drink 
a coffee or something stronger with a magazine to the 
tempting sound of sizzling bacon or have a seat outside 
on this quiet shopping street. Homemade burgers, BLTs 
and other sandwiches as well as a soup of the day are also 
available.QF‑6, Wolvenstraat 4, tel. (+31) 206 22 86 73. 
Open 11:00 ‑ 19:00. (€5 ‑ 9). BW

CLASSIC CAFES
BEURS VAN BERLAGE
If you’d like to see where locals eat, drink and chat over 
beer, wine, breakfast food and gourmet sandwiches, then 
this little slice of history housed in the monumental Beurs 
van Berlage building is the place to go. Not only can you 
get a good meal, but you can also admire this legendary 
example of Amsterdam School architecture and design 
from the inside with its vaulted ceilings and characteristic 
tile tableaux by Jan Toorop. The acoustics of the hall makes 
for a boisterous meal among Amsterdammers, but bear in 
mind that it’s often difficult to get a seat at lunch, unless 
you visit the outside terrace in summer.QA‑2, Damrak 
277 (entrance from Beurseplein), tel. (+31) 205 31 33 55, 
www.beursvanberlage.nl/caf. Open 10:00 ‑ 18:00, Sun 
11:00 ‑ 18:00. (€8 ‑ 15). AB

CAFÉ AMERICAIN
Located on the ground floor of one of Amsterdam’s most 
historic hotels, the Café Americain serves upmarket cuisine 
for breakfast, lunch and dinner and although an evening 
meal can cost you dearly, you can get eggs Benedict for 
under €10. Its jazz brunches and high tea are also tempt-
ing, but many people, especially tourists, come here to 
soak up the old world atmosphere of its grand interior, 
which is a mix of both Art Nouveau and Art Deco styles 
that includes murals, stained glass and fantastic views of 
the fountain outside. Locals sip coffee and peruse news-
papers and magazines at the reading table at the far end.
QF‑8, Leidsekade 97, tel. (+31) 205 56 30 00, www.
edenamsterdamamericanhotel.com. (€10 ‑ 30). AB

CAFÉ SCHELTEMA
This classic Dutch café, brown bar and beerhall is so au-
thentic it’s a virtual museum of Amsterdam eating and 
drinking culture. Its worn wooden tables, floors and wall 
panelling have been around for ages, not to mention the 
antique memorabilia that seem to cover every available 
space. An old stove in the centre of the room keeps pa-
trons warm on cold days or perhaps its the jenever and a 
good selection of Low Country beers that keeps the chill 
away. Snacks, sandwiches, soups  and local main courses 
are available as well as salads but we recommend the 
French onion soup or one of its hearty country-style om-
elettes.QA‑2, Nieuwezijds Voorburgwal 242, tel. (+31) 
206 23 23 23. Open 10:00 ‑ 22:00, Sat 10:00 ‑ 21:00, Sun 
11:00 ‑ 21:00. (€7 ‑ 18).

CAFÉ SCHILLER
Café Schiller is an average sized eating and drinking es-
tablishment with a big history and a favourite among 
young and old Amsterdammers, as well as a hang out 
for the city’s fourth estate - the stingiest lot of tipplers 
you’ll find, unless of course they’ve already has few. Old 
portraits of venerated men adorn its elegant walls, yet 
the atmosphere is friendly, relaxed and open. The whole 
range of IJ microbrews is available in bottles and the 
wine list is simple and within reach of average citizens 
and lowly travel writers. The cuisine is more upmarket 
and you can try suckling pig, cod fillet stuffed with oys-
ters or fillet mignon for roughly €20.QB‑3, Rembrandt‑
plein 24, tel. (+31) 206 24 98 46, www.cafeschiller.nl. 
Open 16:00 ‑ 01:00, Fri 16:00 ‑ 03:00, Sat 14:00 ‑ 03:00, 
Sun 14:00 ‑ 01:00. (€15 ‑ 20). A

ORDER AN UITSMIJTER
If you’re in a café and can’t 
decide what to eat, just do 
as the locals do and order 
the uitsmijter (pronounced 
outs-may-ter). This is Hol-
land’s contribution to 
world comfort and breakfast food and is on the menu 
of nearly every café worth its salt in the Netherlands. 
Although presentation varies from place to place, it’s 
basically two or three fried eggs sunny side up served 
on slices of bread with ham and melted cheese. Some 
of the swankier establishments in town will also offer 
gourmet cheeses, homemade bread and roast beef or 
prosciutto instead of ham with a side salad, but this 
classic Dutch staple is essentially an open-faced egg 
sandwich. Although it’s usually a huge meal, it’s of-
ten one of the cheapest items on the menu, which is 
perhaps why it’s also so popular with frugal locals. In 
case you’re wondering, uitsmijter means ‘bouncer’ or 
someone who throws people out of clubs, because it 
was once considered the ideal meal to chow down on 
before crashing after a long night out.
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NIGHTLIFE
Amsterdam’s nightlife needs no introduction, but needless 
to say you’ll find whatever you’re looking for in this legend-
ary vice capital from fun coffeeshops, raging nightclubs 
and packed Irish pubs to classic Dutch brown cafés, brew 
pubs and Belgian beer bars. Erotic entertainment like peep 
shows, live sex performances and the hard-working Red 
Light girls are also never far away. For a full list of pubs, 
clubs and Red Light hot spots as well as videos visit www.
amsterdam.inyourpocket.com.

BARS
BIBLOS
It would take the better part of a day just to describe all of 
the junk and clutter that hangs from the ceiling and walls 
at Biblos, but here it is in a nutshell: two canoes, 100 or 
so licence plates from around the globe, currency both 
young and very old, boxing gloves, boat oars, ski poles, 
bowling pins and lots and lots of vinyl records. What else 
can we say about the atmosphere? It’s smoky, packed with 
both foreigners and locals and fun. Although plenty of 
beers and cocktails are available, shots seem to be popular.
QF‑7, Lijnbaansgracht 243, tel. (+31) 206 26 21 70. Open 
21:00 ‑ 03:00, Fri, Sat 21:00 ‑ 04:00. AX

BLACK TIGER BAR
This place has little to do with tigers save the cheesy stripes 
painted on the ceiling high above the bar. Huge murals of 
Bowie, Bono and Lenon cover one wall while Sinead, Len-
nox and Grace Jones occupy the space behind the bar-
tenders. You can order a Heineken and smoke cigarettes to 
your heart’s content while listening to contemporary and 
classic rock music, which is a welcome change to some of 
the crap played at other bars in the area. Pool tables and 
a coffeeshop are available downstairs, but we’d just like 
to remind you that there’s a huge painting of Grace Jones 
here. Talk about your Red Light fetishes!QB‑1, Oudezijds 
Achterburgwal 23, tel. (+31) 206 22 72 46. X

CAFÉ EMMELOT
This little pub’s popularity is no doubt due to its good 
location on a major Red Light thoroughfare near some 
of the best window shopping, although you could make 
the argument that the loud 1980s music really brings ‘em 
in. Others probably appreciate that the smoking ban isn’t 
enforced here, but we personally only came for the cheap 
late night drinks and the pool table. In any event, Emmelot 
also provides a big TV and if you beg the bar staff they 
might even put on a football match. Ladies need to ask for 
the key to crapper at the bar, but the men’s trough is open 
to all.QB‑1, Oudezijds Voorburgwal 52, tel. (+31) 206 22 
16 26. Open 11:00 ‑ 01:00, Fri, Sat 11:00 ‑ 03:00. BX

CAFÉ WIENER
Wiener is a real drinking man’s bar, which is perhaps the 
reason we stumbled in here on our way home from a 
long night out. The area behind the bar is crammed with 
ancient cassette tapes and photos of half forgotten eve-
nings, while large sized panties and bras are stapled to 
ceiling - a memento of earlier days when buxom women 
once frequented the place. Today it’s a venue for smoking 
cigarettes, heavy drinking, darts and Ajax football. It’s also 
usually open quite late.QB‑1, Lange Niezel 8, tel. (+31) 
206 24 58 09. Open 15:00 ‑ 01:00, Fri, Sat 15:00 ‑ 03:00. 
Closed Mon, Tue. XSo many beers, so little time

Nightlife



Winter 2015 / 2016    23 facebook.com/amsterdaminyourpocket

Nightlife
DRINK ‘N’ SINK
We’re not sure if the name is a greeting or a warning, but 
judging by the happy, inebriated crowds that occupy the 
bar and its booths at night, it’s probably a little of both. 
Scream past the ear-shattering classic rock or techno 
music and order a Grolsch or a cocktail. Watch sports on 
several TVs, escape the mayhem upstairs or play pool in 
the basement, but if you think that the drink has sunk you, 
don’t panic. It’s probably just the reflection from an im-
probable and unnecessary number of disco balls messing 
with your head. Unfortunately, you have to pay €0.50 for 
the dubious toilets downstairs.QB‑1, Warmoesstraat 58, 
tel. (+31) 206 27 01 25. A

LOUIS BAR (CAFÉ DE DAM)
This place claims to be Amsterdam’s smallest bar and it 
really is quite tiny. Hundreds of beer coasters adorn the 
walls and just as many football scarves dangle from the 
ceiling. American law enforcement patches and plenty of 
Beatles memorabilia also contribute to the décor of this 
iconic watering hole where classic rock seems to dominate 
the musical landscape and the beer selection is decent, if 
a bit pricey. A sign reads ‘Tipping isn’t a city in China’ and if 
you do decide to leave your bartender some coins he’ll put 
them in a wooden Ajax shoe behind the bar.QA‑2, Dam‑
straat 4, tel. (+31) 206 24 53 31. Open 11:00 ‑ 01:00, Fri, 
Sat 11:00 ‑ 03:00. BS

BEER BARS
BEER TEMPLE
The word temple isn’t mere hyperbole. If you’re into Amer-
ican craft brews you might just be tempted to drop to your 
knees in awe and reverence at the sight of the huge black-
board that lists hundreds of beers by such brewing heavy-
weights as Samuel Adams, Saranac, Anchor, Brooklyn and 
Flying Dog. Roughly 20 beers are available on draught, 
including the house Tempelbier, but most are in bottles. 
If you’ve had your fill of ales and IPAs, you can try some 
rare and exotic libations like the 32% Tactical Nuclear Pen-
guin brew. Good pub grub like wings, burgers, hot dogs 
and Trappist cheeses can also be had here.QA‑2, Nieu‑
wezijds Voorburgwal 250, tel. (+31) 206 27 14 27, www.
beertemple.nl. Open 16:00 ‑ 01:00, Fri 16:00 ‑ 03:00, Sat 
14:00 ‑ 03:00, Sun 14:00 ‑ 22:00. ABW

CAFÉ DE SPUYT
Although loads of restaurants and party bars are located at 
the opposite end of the street, this less popular section is 
a slice of heaven for connoisseurs of alcoholic beverages. 
De Spuyt is a beer bar, but its two neighbours specialise in 
fine whiskies and wine. This one room bar has such limited 
space that it stores beer kegs below the red-cushioned seat-
ing along the left hand wall, but then again that’s probably 
not so unusual when one takes into account that it serves 
roughly 100 different brews. Some snacks like Trappist 
cheese are also available.QF‑8, Korte Leidsedwarsstraat 
86, tel. (+31) 206 24 89 01, www.cafedespuyt.nl. Open 
16:00 ‑ 03:00, Fri, Sat 16:00 ‑ 04:00. 

BILLIARDS & POOL
PLAN B
Walk down a pleasant, brightly lit alleyway off of Over-
toom to find what has to be the biggest pool hall and 
sports bar combination you’ve probably ever seen. A 
dozen tables are kept in the main hall of what used to be 
a church, while less ambitious patrons lay about on com-
fortable chairs and couches smoking and drinking to their 
heart’s content. Live sports are shown on a number of TVs 
and are also projected onto a huge screen on the far wall. 
One snooker table is also available and eight-ball competi-
tions are held on Monday nights.QE‑10, Overtoom 209, 
tel. (+31) 208 45 62 21, www.planbovertoom.nl. Open 
16:00 ‑ 01:00, Wed 14:00 ‑ 01:00, Fri 16:00 ‑ 03:00, Sat 
14:00 ‑ 03:00. AX

BREW PUBS
BROUWERIJ ‘T IJ
You really have to want to find this place. Thankfully, we 
did. Just look for the giant windmill to find this microbrew-
ery offering at least eight unique beers including some-
thing akin to a pilsner as well as the spicy (their word) Co-
lumbus, which has an alcohol content of 9%. The tasting 
room was renovated in 2015 and is much classier than it 
used to be, but loads of people still choose to imbibe at 
the picnic tables outside. Beers are remarkably cheap by 
local standards, but only snacks are available so you might 
want to pace yourself. Take tram No.10 toward Azartplein 
from Leidseplein, get off at the Hoogte Kadijk stop and 
turn right.QK‑5, Funenkade 7, tel. (+31) 206 22 83 25, 
www.brouwerijhetij.nl. Open 14:00 ‑ 20:00. BS

WHISKY WEEKEND

The creators of this annual 
festival have finally given us 
an excuse to drink whisky 
all weekend long! But don’t 
think that you’ll be able to 
pound cheap rotgut with 
a cola chaser. Only aficio-
nados of proper single 
malts should attend Whisky 
Weekend Amsterdam, 
which will be held at, of all places, a former church at 
Haarlemmerstraat 124 - 126 on January 15 & 16. So if 
you appreciate good whisky, good food and Scottish 
culture in general, then head down to the Posthoo-
rnkerk where a welcome whisky, a souvenir glass and 
a bottle of water is included in the price of a  ticket 
(€37.50 per session). One session will be held on Fri-
day from 19:00 - 22:30 and two sessions will be held 
on Saturday (13:00 - 16:30 and 19:00 - 22:30). For more 
information visit www.whiskyamsterdam.nl. Photo 
courtesy of Whisky Weekend on Facebook
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DE BIERFABRIEK
Watch out! You’re bound to end up completely ham-
mered, slipping and sliding across the peanut shell-lit-
tered floor, especially if you choose to sit at a table with 
your own beer tap at this large minimalist space inspired 
by American bars. The Beer Factory offers the simplest of 
menus that basically consists of mouth-watering grilled 
chicken and beer, lots of beer, which can be both its stron-
gest and weakest selling point depending on your point 
of view. In a nutshell, peanut lovers, beer aficionados and 
those who enjoy the simple things in life will definitely 
have a good time here.QA‑2/3, Rokin 75, tel. (+31) 205 
28 99 10, www.bierfabriek.nl. Open 15:00 ‑ 01:00, Fri 
15:00 ‑ 02:00, Sat 13:00 ‑ 02:00, Sun 13:00 ‑ 24:00. (€14 ‑ 
19). PJAK

PROEFLOKAAL DE PRAEL
Hidden in a narrow alley between two of the city centre’s 
busiest pedestrian streets you’ll find the tasting room of 
the De Prael microbrewery. Sample all of the company’s 
beers in an atmosphere that’s too hip and positively over-
whelming to describe. Three levels of old mismatched 
furniture, white tiles, faux Persian rugs, wooden tables and 
beer memorabilia await you in a space that’s industrial, 
old-fashioned and modern all at once, not to mention the 
actual brewery itself visible behind a glass wall. Good pub 
grub is also on the menu and rock tunes dominate the 
soundtrack.QB‑1, Oudezijds Armsteeg 26, tel. (+31) 204 
08 44 70, www.deprael.nl. Open 13:00 ‑ 23:00, Thu, Fri, 
Sat 13:00 ‑ 01:00. Closed Mon. A

BROWN BARS
CAFÉ BERKHOUT
The floors are worn, yet sturdy, which is more than you 
can say for the shabby tables and chairs or the ceiling that 
is stained with the ghosts of parties past. So why bother 
writing about a brown bar that appears to have seen better 
days? If you’ve ever been to the Heineken Experience you’ll 
realise that this is the closest pub to one of Amsterdam’s 
best attractions and therefore has no trouble enticing 
patrons who want to whet their thirst before a tour or to 
continue the experience with more Heineken beer, which 
is the house brew here. Dutch snacks and soups are also 
available as well as some seats outside.QG‑8, Stadhoud‑
erskade 77, tel. (+31) 204 20 96 18, www.cafeberkhout.
nl. Open 10:00 ‑ 01:00, Fri, Sat 10:00 ‑ 03:00. AB

CAFÉ EIK EN LINDE
Although the original ‘Oak and Lime’ café opened in 1865 
in what is now the Artis Zoo, its current incarnation a 
couple of blocks away has been around since 1967. This 
classic brown bar is more spacious than similar establish-
ments and you even have to go outside to smoke! Some 
excellent brews are available in bottles and on draught for 
decent prices and you can order soups, omelettes, steaks 
and other traditional Dutch food. Relax on an intricately 
carved wooden bench, pet the bar’s cat that often sleeps 
by the window or try to figure out how locals can play pool 
on a table without pockets.QI‑5, Plantage Middenlaan 
22, tel. (+31) 206 22 57 16, www.eikenlinde.nl. Open 
11:00 ‑ 01:00, Fri 11:00 ‑ 02:00, Sat 14:00 ‑ 02:00. Closed 
Sun. ABW

CAFÉ SLIJTERIJ OOSTERLING
This wonderful bar has been serving thirsty Amsterdam-
mers since 1877. A mix of young and elderly patrons play 
cards, sip jenever or knock back strong Belgian and Dutch 
double bocks here under the shadow of a huge antique ad 
for Oosterling liquors at the far end. Huge barrels of spirits 
decorate the right-hand wall and hang precariously over 
the heads of the local clientele, but the bar’s most curi-
ous feature is the height of its hip-high bar with match-
ing stools that look like a Tolkien-inspired tavern expect-
ing Hobbits for happy hour.QH‑7, Utrechtsestraat 140, 
tel. (+31) 206 23 41 40. Open 12:00 ‑ 01:00, Sun 13:00 
‑ 20:00.

ONDER DE OOIEVAAR (UNDER THE STORK)
It’s obvious that this popular brown bar is run by a new gen-
eration of beer and spirits purveyors. Its website is adver-
tised prominently on the front window, the interior is made 
of wood, but hardly worn, the clientele look young and 
professional and smoking is strictly forbidden. An excellent 
selection of beer is available from Trappist brews to local 
concoctions from the IJ microbrewery right here in Amster-
dam. Cocktails, snacks, a TV and even a dartboard are also 
available. In short, it’s a cosy, modern 21st-century take on 
a classic concept.QH‑7, Utrechtsestraat 119, tel. (+31) 206 
24 68 36, www.onderdeooievaar.nl. Open 10:00 ‑ 01:00, 
Fri, Sat 10:00 ‑ 03:00, Sun 10:30 ‑ 01:00. AB

‘T LOOSJE
This popular watering hole that has been serving Amster-
dammers for over a century is not a standard brown bar. 
For starters, it isn’t very brown. In fact, it sports a colourful 
old world tile floor and its walls are covered in elaborate 
Dutch tile tableaux of old breweries, Amsterdam scenes 
and alcohol ads. In addition to the tasty beers written 
on the blackboard, the menu lists a whole two cocktails 
so you can have a mojito or a caipirinha, but you should 
probably whisper your order to the staff so the rest of the 
patrons don’t stare. Modern music is not uncommon and 
the snack menu includes dim-sum and ‘Indonesian balls’, 
which we didn’t have the courage to order. ‘t Loosje also 
has an impressive terrace in the summer.QB‑2, Nieuw‑
markt 32, tel. (+31) 206 27 26 35, www.loosje.nl. BExplore Amsterdam’s neighbourhood pubs
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CASINOS & GAMBLING
HOLLAND CASINO
Located on the water between Leidseplein and the Ri-
jksmuseum, this stylish casino has plenty of eating and 
drinking options and a great summer terrace. Inside you’ll 
find well-known games like poker, roulette, black jack and 
loads of slot machines in two separate halls and focused 
gamblers seated in expensive leather chairs doing battle 
with machines with imaginative names like Rich Girls, King 
Kong Cash, Outback Jack and Cash Fever. Convenient mini-
guides offering quick courses in gambling are available for 
beginners who don’t know the rules.QF‑8, Max Euwe‑
plein 62, tel. (+31) 205 21 11 11, www.hollandcasino.nl. 
Open 12:00 ‑ 03:00. POJAUGKX

CLUBS
AKHNATON
It’s pretty, it’s got a small bar with white-teethed barmen 
and it’s got a low stage for all your funky dance moves. 
The basic ingredients for a good night out, right? Akhna-
ton hosts several recurring parties that have a little some-
thing for everyone including glow-in-the-dark parties, 
queer parties, food parties and even fetish parties with 
surprisingly user-friendly prices. Naturally, it’s not all beer 
and skittles here all the time, but you can usually find a 
good party at the weekend. Check its website for upcom-
ing events.QA‑1, Nieuwezijds Kolk 25, tel. (+31) 206 24 
33 96, www.akhnaton.nl. B

CLUB ESCAPE
Don’t let the name fool you. When partying in Amster-
dam, there’s no real escaping this large collection of clubs, 
unsubtly situated at the Rembrandtplein. Since 1986, Es-
cape has been successfully run by twin brothers. The shrill 
house music in Escape Club won’t appeal to everyone, 
but you can move on to four other separate areas: Deluxe, 
Studio, Caffé and Lounge. Feeling fooled anyway because 
you’re caught between high school students and tourists? 
For more class, you can always escape to Jimmy Woo’s.
QB‑3, Rembrandtplein 11, tel. (+31) 206 22 11 11, www.
escape.nl. Open Thu 23:00 ‑ 04:00, Fri, Sat 23:00 ‑ 05:00, 
Sun 23:00 ‑ 04:30. Closed Mon, Tue, Wed. A

MELKWEG
Melkweg isn’t so much a club as it is an institution in the 
Amsterdam nightlife scene. This former milk factory is 
now home to two clubs, one hall called the Oude Zaal 
for smaller shows and the Max which can accommodate 
1,500 people, as well as a gallery, café, theatre, a tearoom 
and a cinema. It’s an obligatory stop for up-and-coming 
bands on European tours and also hosts music and film 
festivals. Although its speciality is live music, it also hosts 
club nights with DJs in its smaller hall. For upcoming 
events visit its website or just drop by its box office for 
information and tickets.QF‑7, Lijnbaansgracht 234a, tel. 
(+31) 205 31 81 81, www.melkweg.nl. Admission: €10 ‑ 
30 for concerts. AE

NACHTTHEATER SUGAR FACTORY
We’re more at home at a punk rock show than a house 
club, but even we could sense that something special 
was afoot at the Sugar Factory. A diverse crowd of teens 
through 40-somethings genuinely appreciate the profes-
sional international DJs from as far away as the States, who 
know how to get a crowd moving here. The style is casual 
so don’t worry about your trainers and leave your D&G 
gear at home. This isn’t exactly the place for the superficial 
glitterati. Sugar Factory is all about the music. Belly up to 
the bronze-covered bar, order a drink and join the action. 
Unlike the crowded faux clubs on Leidseplein blasting Top 
40, this place is the real deal.QF‑7, Lijnbaansgracht 238, 
tel. (+31) 206 27 00 08, www.sugarfactory.nl. Open Thu, 
Sun 21:00 ‑ 04:00, Fri, Sat 21:00 ‑ 05:00. Closed Mon, Tue, 
Wed. Admission: €5 ‑ 12. AE

SUPPERCLUB AMSTERDAM
Part of the international chain of Supperclub venues that 
grace the nightlife scenes of some of the world’s hippest 
cities, the original location in Amsterdam is just as extrava-
gant and provocative. With friendly female waiters clad 
in leather personally serving you as you lie on soft beds, 
the surprises literally keep coming and that includes a 
five-course meal served in dog food bowls. It’s not exactly 
haute cuisine, but the experience of eating horizontally 
combined with the techno/electro music that the live DJs 
play downstairs certainly is unique.QA‑3, Singel 460, tel. 
(+31) 203 44 64 00, www.supperclub.com. Open 20:00 ‑ 
03:00, Fri, Sat 20:00 ‑ 04:00. JAGKW

WINSTON KINGDOM
The sleaziness of touristy Warmoesstraat, Amsterdam’s 
notoriously naughty street, might make one think twice 
about a visit to Winston Kingdom, but that would be a 
mistake. This dark graffiti-sprayed club actually offers de-
cent dance nights and smashing live performances from 
tomorrow’s big indie and electro acts like Justice and The 
Gaslight Anthem who have both played here. Filled with 
a surprising mix of lost tourists and music-loving locals, 
this is an excellent escape from the Warmoes, but there’s 
plenty of sleaze to find here too, if you’re really looking 
for it.QA‑2, Warmoesstraat 131, tel. (+31) 206 23 13 80, 
www.winston.nl. Open 21:00 ‑ 04:00, Fri, Sat 21:00 ‑ 
05:00. Admission: €5 ‑ 10. E

You’ll find nightlife even where you least expect it



26 Amsterdam In Your Pocket amsterdam.inyourpocket.com  

Nightlife

COCKTAILS & LOUNGE BARS
DOOR 74
Talk about a hidden gem! You’ll definitely walk past this 
place a few times before realising there’s a doorbell and a 
mysterious big black door worth noticing. But it’s not just 
a trendy concept or an attempt to be hip. Inside you’ll be 
moved by excellent drinks, including vintage Champagnes 
if you can afford them, attentive bar staff, free olives and 
nuts and a fun speakeasy atmosphere. But don’t forget to 
make a reservation or you’ll have to queue up with all the 
others ringing the doorbell.QB‑3, Reguliersdwarsstraat 
74I, tel. (+31) 634 04 51 22, www.door‑74.com. Open 
20:00 ‑ 02:00. JA

SKYLOUNGE
One of the best views of the historic heart of Amsterdam 
can now be found at SkyLounge. This trendy cocktail bar 
on the 11th floor of the DoubleTree by Hilton is a purveyor 
of delicious and expensive drinks, but the terrific view of 
the city centre is actually priceless. Fortunately, the staff 
are a little slow at this altitude so you can make your elabo-
rate cocktail last quite a while at this breathtaking location.
QG/H‑4, Oosterdoksstraat 4, tel. (+31) 205 30 08 00, 
www.skyloungeamsterdam.com. Open 11:00 ‑ 01:00, 
Fri, Sat 11:00 ‑ 03:00. PJAUEBKXW

SKYY BAR
On clear days you can see the sea from here but on most 
evenings the trendy Skyy Bar (their spelling) is a popular 
haven for stargazers looking for celebrities here on earth. 
The immediate surroundings of this hotel bar are pure 
paradise for anyone who wants to catch a glimpse of the 
fashion world. Whatever your reason for coming here it’s a 
good place to visit even if you just want to have a look at 
the beautiful girls in sexy outfits while sipping a cocktail 
or some champagne. We recommend the surprisingly af-
fordable porn star martini, which is a tasty drink indeed.
QN‑3, Hendrikje Stoffelsstraat 1, tel. (+31) 208 10 08 
00, www.skyybar.nl. Open 18:00 ‑ 01:00, Fri, Sat 18:00 ‑ 
02:00. AULGKW

COMEDY CLUBS
BOOM CHICAGO
This is the only English-language comedy club in Amster-
dam. Every night you can watch an evening of improv and 
skits à la Saturday Night Live performed by the city’s fun-
niest English-speakers in a theatre cleverly hidden by its 
bar/restaurant. The admission is steep, but Amsterdam’s 
American and British expats don’t seem to mind as Friday 
and Saturday nights usually sell out. You can also order 
food and drink in the auditorium or just relax at the bar 
downstairs and save yourself €20. Most performances 
begin at 20:15, but visit its website for exact show times.
QF‑7, Leidseplein 12, tel. (+31) 204 23 01 01, www.
boomchicago.nl. Open 15:00 ‑ 21:00, Tue 13:00 ‑ 21:00, 
Sat 15:00 ‑ 23:00. Closed Mon. Admission: €20. AK

IRISH PUBS
THE TARA
You’ve never seen an Irish pub like this. Divided into several 
different areas, one room has a cosy pub feel with a fireplace 
and a mounted stag’s head, another looks like a church 
complete with pews and a pulpit, yet another is designated 
for smokers and has two pool tables, while other rooms 
include long bars and give off a cocktail lounge vibe. You 
can stick with traditional Irish and domestic beers or take 
advantage of the Tara’s extensive wine and drinks list, not 
to mention upmarket international cuisine. But don’t fret. In 
short, it’s an Irish pub to impress your girlfriend.QA‑2, Rokin 
85 ‑ 89 / Nes 100, tel. (+31) 204 21 26 54, www.thetara.
com. Open 10:00 ‑ 01:00, Fri, Sat 10:00 ‑ 03:00. ABLeidseplein is always buzzing with activity

ADULT INSTITUTIONS

CASA ROSSO
This iconic live sex theatre provides continuous action 
for as long as you like. The programme varies over 
the course of the evening and ranges in theme from 
simple strip numbers and couples fornicating on a ro-
tating bed to lesbian lovers and vibrator acts. In fact, 
it seems that Casa Rosso provides something for all of 
the popular fetishes including a husky woman so as 
not to neglect the chubby chasers among us.QB‑2, 
Oudezijds Achterburgwal 106 ‑ 108, tel. (+31) 206 
27 89 54, www.casarosso.nl. Open 19:00 ‑ 02:00, 
Fri, Sat 19:00 ‑ 03:00. Admission: €35; €50 including 
four drinks. A

THE BANANEN BAR & CLUB
Downstairs for €50 you can drink all you can swill for 
one hour on the lounge bar with a variety of talented 
women who can do all kinds of interesting things with 
ping pong balls, markers and of course bananas. Up-
stairs is the club, which has a, shall we say, more dig-
nified atmosphere where guests pay €10 admission 
to sit by the pole where beautiful women show their 
moves in various states of undress. Ordering drinks 
is mandatory.QB‑1, Oudezijds Achterburgwal 37, 
tel. (+31) 206 27 89 54, www.bananenbar.nl. Open 
20:00 ‑ 02:00, Fri, Sat 20:00 ‑ 03:00. Admission: bar 
€45, club €10.
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JENEVER BARS
DE DRIE FLESCHJES
Ancient black bottles of Bols the size of basketballs collect 
dust behind the bar, a lit candle deposits layers of wax on 
top of a ceramic beer tap and jenever barrels large and 
small line the wall on the opposite side of the room from 
floor to ceiling. Men and women of all ages sip classic spirits 
from tiny glasses or delicious Belgian brews at this tasting 
bar whose sand-covered floor has been trod since the 17th 
century. The liqueur casks aren’t just for decoration either. 
Local companies own them and their employees unlock 
them when they come here to unwind.QA‑2, Gravenstraat 
18, tel. (+31) 206 24 84 43, www.dedriefleschjes.nl. Open 
12:00 ‑ 21:00, Sun 15:00 ‑ 20:00.

IN DE OLOFSPOORT
The historic building that houses this charming bar was 
built in 1618 and replaced the 14th-century St. Olaf’s Gate, 
hence its unusual name. The Olofspoort offers over 200 
different spirits including traditional and exotic local jen-
evers, Dutch liqueurs and bitters as well as homemade 
cherry and liquorice liqueurs. Beer drinkers won’t be disap-
pointed either as the Belgian Affligem Double on draught 
is delicious. Unlike other tasting rooms of it genre, this 
one provides plenty of space for its patrons in two large 
rooms.QB‑1, Nieuwebrugsteeg 13, tel. (+31) 206 24 39 
18, www.olofspoort.com. Open 16:00 ‑ 00:30, Fri, Sat 
15:00 ‑ 01:30, Sun 15:00 ‑ 22:00. Closed Tue. A

PROEFLOKAAL DE OOIEVAAR
On the modern nightlife front this tiny one-room bar in the 
Red Light district can hardly compete with neighbouring 
sports bars and coffeeshops. It offers no TV, no internet con-
nection and no ganja. People here actually have to talk to 
one another to pass the time while sipping one of dozens of 
traditional jenevers that line the walls of this ancient bar and 
this is precisely why we like it. The barman wears a neck-
tie and offers a smile and a chat to anyone who comes in 
not to mention a boiled egg from the bar - a local tradition. 
You can also have a beer here, but enjoy this endangered 
slice of the past before it’s too late.QB‑1, Sint Olofspoort 
1, tel. (+31) 204 20 80 04, www.proeflokaaldeooievaar.nl. 
Open 12:00 ‑ 01:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 ‑ 03:00.

WYNAND FOCKINK
This ancient room that looks more like a neglected mu-
seum than a popular bar and tourist attraction has been 
serving unique Dutch liqueurs and spirits with names like 
Rose Without Thorns, Bridal Tears and My Aunt’s Water 
since 1679. A thick layer of dust covers all of the empty 
antique bottles as well as the full ones that cause the 
wooden shelves to sag precariously above one another. 
Unfortunately, it’s a little hard to find as the Krasnapolsky 
Hotel has enveloped it over the years, but if you do even-
tually get here don’t forget to slurp your liqueur without 
using your hands when you take your first sip - a local tra-
dition.QA‑2, Pijlsteeg 31, tel. (+31) 206 39 26 95, www.
wynand‑fockink.nl. Open 15:00 ‑ 21:00.

LIVE MUSIC
ALTO JAZZ CAFÉ
You’ll definitely have to make some physical contact with 
other music enthusiasts to get to the stage where live jazz, 
funk or salsa acts perform every night in front of a packed 
crowd of hipsters, locals and foreigners in the know. It’s 
dark the way a jazz club should be and has something of 
a clandestine speakeasy feel to it. There’s no cover charge, 
but even simple drinks like a Jack and Coke can set you 
back dearly.QF‑8, Korte Leidsedwarsstraat 115, tel. 
(+31) 206 26 32 49, www.jazz‑cafe‑alto.nl. Open 21:00 ‑ 
03:00, Fri, Sat 21:00 ‑ 04:00. AE

BITTERZOET
Popular with young urbanites, Bitterzoet is a club that 
specialises in live music with an edge from hip-hop to in-
die rock. The dark interior and its stained glass windows 
of devils as DJs and angels fornicating lends the place an 
underground sacrilegious air that no doubt appeals to 
large crowds that congregate here for concerts and party 
nights.QA‑1, Spuistraat 2, tel. (+31) 204 21 23 18, www.
bitterzoet.nl. Admission: €5 ‑ 10. AE

BOURBON STREET
This place actually looks a bit like a barn on the inside with the 
exception of the musical instruments hanging from the rafters 
and the chandeliers hanging above the bar. At the weekend 
it’s hard to manoeuvre through the sea of bodies assembled 
here to listen to blues and rock bands and the bouncers don’t 
seem to have any qualms about letting as many people in as 
is physically possible.QF‑7, Leidsekruisstraat 6 ‑ 8, tel. (+31) 
206 23 34 40, www.bourbonstreet.nl. Open 22:00 ‑ 04:00, 
Fri, Sat 22:00 ‑ 05:00. Admission: €3 ‑ 5. AE

RED LIGHT STREETS
Don’t be one of those tourists 
fresh off the train that asks the 
nearest local where the Red 
Light District is located. It’s 
not hard to find so just walk 
straight down the Damrak, as 
most people do, and make a 
left at the Grasshopper. Then 
just keep walking pretty much 
straight ahead until you hit 
Oudezijds Voorburgwal and, 
one canal farther, Oudezijds Achterburgwal, which is 
the main strip with lots of ladies and most of the sex 
theatres. The area surrounding the Oude Kerk (Old 
Church) is also chock full of working girls and you 
should definitely walk down the tiny alleys of Trompet-
tersteeg, Bethlemsteeg and Goldbergersteeg nearby. 
Although not as popular with tourists, there’s also a 
street full of red lights between the Spuistraat and the 
Singel on Oude Nieuwstraat. 
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You have to try bitterballen, the ultimate Dutch bar snack

PUBS
BATAVIA 1920
Located just opposite the Central Station in a prime example 
of Amsterdam School architecture, Batavia 1920 has a little 
something for everyone. Often times you’ll hear blues music 
in the background, yet on match days you can watch foot-
ball on TV. It serves plenty of international fare like steaks, 
big breakfasts and BLTs, but also traditional Dutch snacks 
like bitterballen with mustard. You’ll have no problem get-
ting a good cocktail either, but its true speciality is Belgian 
and Dutch beer on draught and some surprises in bottles like 
Delirium Tremens and Raging Bitch IPA. Popular with expats, 
Batavia 1920 also offers a large smoking cellar and special 
drinks prices during English Premiership matches.QA‑1, Prins 
Hendrikkade 85, tel. (+31) 206 23 40 86, www.batavia1920.
nl. Open 12:00 ‑ 01:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 ‑ 03:00. A

BUSTER’S CAFÉ
Although Buster would probably recoil at the thought, 
we would have to characterise this tiny little pub as cute. 
You can get Guinness, Grolsch and even Strongbow on 
draught, but beer aficionados can also choose from a 
wide variety of strong brews like IJ and Trappist doubles 
and triples in bottles. You can watch football on an old TV 
above the entrance and a surprisingly good selection of 
liqour and cocktails can also be had.QB‑1, Nieuwebrug‑
steeg 15, tel. (+31) 206 25 15 79. Open 16:00 ‑ 01:00, Fri 
16:00 ‑ 03:00, Sat 13:00 ‑ 03:00, Sun 13:00 ‑ 01:00.

CAFÉ THIJSSEN
Named after the bloke whose statue graces the square 
outside, this friendly neighbourhood pub is frequented 
by people of all ages and stripes and is known for its im-
pressive beer selection and huge, yet casual terrace that 
instantly quadruples the bar’s capacity each summer. 
The interior is pure bruin café with a long bar that is only 
knee-high on one side. No matter, tiny stools were added 
to compensate for the lack of altitude. A huge cupboard 
is stocked with board games from checkers and chess to 
Risk and that old school classic – Boggle. Some snacks, 
sandwiches and breakfasts can also be had and wi-fi is 
available, but bear in mind that Thijssen only accepts 
cash.QE‑4, Brouwersgracht 107, tel. (+31) 206 23 89 
94, www.cafethijssen.nl. Open 08:00 ‑ 01:00, Fri 08:00 ‑ 
03:00, Sat 07:30 ‑ 03:00, Sun 09:00 ‑ 01:00. BW

DE GROENE OLIFANT (THE GREEN ELEPHANT)
A real elephant would never fit in the interior of this tiny 
old-fashioned pub. Still virtually every square centime-
tre of space has been filled with replicas of this clever-
est of animals that never forgets. Like real elephants, 
De Groene Olifant has no enemies, only friends. Even 
though this warm place where everyone seems to know 
each other is filled with locals, it’s easy for an outsider to 
become part of the inside crowd by strategically plac-
ing himself at the bar. And if you were to get bored with 
conversation, there’s certainly plenty to look at.QJ‑6, 
Sarphatistraat 510, tel. (+31) 206 20 49 04, info@
degroeneolifant.demon.nl, www.degroeneolifant.
nl.  LGX

DE KONINGSHUT
There are so many pubs, shops and cafés on the Spuistraat, 
that it’s easy to miss this little gem, but definitely keep your 
eyes open if you like cosy pubs with an excellent selection 
of beer including the powerful Zatte from the Amsterdam 
IJ brewery. The interior is not unlike a brown bar, with per-
haps the exception of the mounted stag’s heads, the TV, 
which is only tuned on for local sporting events, and the 
old leather headrests that line the wall. You can order a 
full menu of classic Dutch cuisine and finger food from the 
Haesje Claes restaurant next door.QA‑3, Spuistraat 269, 
tel. (+31) 206 24 99 98, www.haesjeclaes.nl. Open 16:00 
‑ 01:00, Fri, Sat 16:00 ‑ 03:00. AB

ELSA’S CAFÉ
This boisterous pub and café is steeped in history hav-
ing served as a tavern since the late 19th century and as 
a meeting place for Ajax supporters before the venerated 
stadium just down the road was torn down. The walls are 
plastered with old photos, posters and memorabilia, the 
tables are worn from years of use and the bar at the back 
is always abuzz with the activity of both patrons and staff. 
Considering its excellent selection of Dutch microbrews 
like ‘t IJ, Texels and Jopen, it’s no wonder it’s still a popu-
lar place to watch football matches. A large terrace with 
views of the park across the street is a big bonus and a 
full menu of hearty meals like t-bone steaks, spare ribs and 
Wiener schnitzel will satisfy even the biggest of carnivores. 
In short, if you’re looking for great local atmosphere, this 
is the place to go.QP‑2, Middenweg 73, tel. (+31) 206 
68 50 10, www.elsascafe.nl. Open 11:00 ‑ 01:00, Fri, Sat 
11:00 ‑ 02:00, Sun 13:00 ‑ 01:00. B

OLD SAILOR PUB
Just look for the neon Popeye sign to find this popular 
Red Light district pub. Inside you won’t see sea captains 
with eye patches or other old salts, but rather tourists and 
stag parties drinking heavily or watching sports on TV or 
both. If it weren’t for the crowds one might even admire 
the maritime interior of model sailing vessels, chandeliers 
made from ship’s wheels and nautical lamps. Most people, 
however, come here for the cheap drinks.QB‑1, Oudezi‑
jds Achterburgwal 39A, tel. (+31) 206 24 77 39. Open 
11:00 ‑ 01:00, Fri, Sat 11:00 ‑ 03:00. AB
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SPORTS BARS
PLAYERS
You’ll find this cellar sports bar full of foreign men watch-
ing football on SkySports only a stone’s throw from Dam 
Square. Occasionally you’ll even see a bored spouse or girl-
friend faking enthusiasm for the match of day. The louder-
than-life commentary and the giant photos of the ter-
races almost make you believe that you’re in the stadium. 
In any event, it’s a great place to watch sports, it’s open 
very late and it pours Guinness and Kilkenny brews, not 
to mention pitchers of local Bavaria. Pool tables are also 
available.QA‑2, Warmoesstraat 170, tel. (+31) 204 20 05 
63, www.playersamsterdam.nl. Open 19:00 ‑ 03:00, Fri 
16:00 ‑ 04:00, Sat 12:00 ‑ 04:00, Sun 12:00 ‑ 03:00. A

SATELLITE SPORTS CAFÉ
If you’re hungry for sports and, well, lots of food, then a 
visit to this place with the boring, yet aptly chosen name 
of Satellite Sports Café might just be in order. The place is 
decorated with flat screen TVs and not much else, which 
means it’s clearly meant for gents with a hankering for 
football and an appetite worthy of a Viking feast or Roman 
banquet. Order enormous English breakfasts, pancakes, 
pizzas, burgers and steaks or test your stomach’s mettle 
with its speciality: all-you-can-eat ribs for only €9.95. Shot 
specials and pitchers of Heineken are available on two 
floors on busy Leidseplein.QF‑8, Leidseplein 11, tel. (+31) 
204 27 25 29, www.satellitesportscafe.nl. Open 08:00 ‑ 
03:00, Fri, Sat 08:00 ‑ 04:00. AB

WHISKY BARS
WHISKYCAFÉ L&B
Look up at the nearly unending choices of whisky on offer 
on the blackboard, take a deep breath and find your favou-
rite scotch. The aptly named Whiskycafé has over 1500 dif-
ferent single malts, bourbons and sour mashes from around 
the world including famous highland spirits as well as drinks 
from obscure Japanese distilleries. Squeeze in around the 
central bar and ponder the possibilities, but don’t worry. You 
won’t get dirty looks from the staff if you order one of its 
excellent beers or wines.QF‑8, Korte Leidsedwarsstraat 
82 ‑ 84, tel. (+31) 624 55 41 62, www.whiskyproeverijen.
nl. Open 20:00 ‑ 03:00, Fri, Sat 20:00 ‑ 04:00. A

WINE BARS
BUBBLES & WINES
On one of the oldest streets in Amsterdam, a two-minute 
walk from Dam Square, you’ll find this hidden gem for ev-
eryone who loves bubbles and wine. In 2011 it was chosen 
as the best wine bar in the city, so you can be fairly sure 
that you’ll find a cabarnet or pinot noir that suits you. Its 
wide selection of 400 bottles, of which 58 are served by 
the glass, is one of the main attractions of this modern 
hot spot.QA‑2, Nes 37, tel. (+31) 204 22 33 18, www.
bubblesandwines.com. Open 15:30 ‑ 21:00, Sun 14:00 ‑ 
21:00. JAGW

MULLINER’S WIJNLOKAAL
The first thing we noticed upon entering this wine bar, apart 
from the refined atmosphere, the polished wooden bar and 
the green leather benches that put one in mind of an Eng-
lish gentleman’s club, was the smell of garlic. Escargot was 
being prepared along with a myriad of other delicious tapas, 
but Mulliner’s main focus is of course wine in all its lovely 
incarnations. Order a bottle or a glass from the month’s 
specials on the blackboard and relax in this candlelit room 
to the soothing sounds of classical music.QF‑7, Lijnbaans‑
gracht 266/267, tel. (+31) 206 27 97 82, www.mulliners‑
wijnlokaal.nl. Open 17:00 ‑ 24:00. Closed Mon. A

VYNE
Although wine is still considered a poor relative of beer in 
Dutch bars, this attitude has been slowly changing over 
the past few years. Here, however, at the stylish and trendy 
Vyne, that most ancient of alcoholic beverages takes centre 
stage and the warm interior is reason enough for a visit. One 
wall consists entirely of a lounge sofa, while the other side 
of this long narrow room is a large depository for thousands 
of bottles of wine. Running the length of the wine bar in the 
middle of the room is a table with space enough for you 
and 99 of your friends.QE‑7, Prinsengracht 411, tel. (+31) 
203 44 64 08, www.vyne.nl. Open 18:00 ‑ 24:00, Fri, Sat 
17:00 ‑ 01:00, Sun 16:00 ‑ 22:00. JA

WIJNBAR PAULUS
Located on the southwest corner of the Sarphati Park in 
the trendy De Pijp neighbourhood, this cosy wine bar 
serves a varied selection of mostly European wines by the 
glass or bottle, but a few Chilean and New Zealand options 
are also available. Just take a look at what’s on offer on the 
black wall once you get inside. Sit on a stick of designer fur-
niture and order some tapas while you ponder what you’re 
doing in what appears to be some stranger’s living room. 
A stranger with good taste, that is.QH‑10, Ceintuurbaan 
348, tel. (+31) 610 33 56 82, www.wijnbarpaulus.nl. 
Open 15:00 ‑ 23:00. Closed Tue. AGKW

SALSA FESTIVAL 2016

February doesn’t neces-
sarily have to be one 
of the coldest months 
of the year especially if 
you’re into Latin beats. 
Join the crowds of danc-
ers at the Amsterdam Salsa Festival from February 12 
‑ 14 at the Rhone Events & Congress Centre (Rhoneweg 
12 - 14, www.rhone-events.nl) and watch the winter 
chill melt away among gyrating bodies on the dance 
floor. Top local and international performers and DJs in-
cluding Tropical Gem, Super Mario, Samy el Magico and 
others will get everyone in a salsa frame of mind. For 
more information visit www.amsterdamsalsafestival.nl. 
Photo courtesy of the festival on Facebook
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It’s hard to imagine a more gay and lesbian friendly travel 
destination than Amsterdam. In 2001, the Netherlands be-
came the first country in the world to officially recognise 
same-sex marriages.   With four distinctive gay districts in 
the city centre, rainbow flags on nearly every other street 
and the annual Gay Pride celebration, Amsterdam is the 
place to be for gays worldwide. Several areas form what 
can be dubbed Amsterdam’s Gay Village. All areas are with-
in easy walking distance of one another. The prime area 
is the Reguliersdwarsstraat (Gay Main Street) and prime 
hunting ground for upmarket clubs and trendy restaurants. 
Other areas include the Kerkstraat (near Leidsestraat) with 
two gay hotels (The Golden Bear and Amistad) as well as 
a kinky cruise club, Warmoesstraat in the Red Light district 
(with cruise bars, a leather scene and a cinema) and the 
Zeedijk (home to some cosy local cafés). 

GAY INFORMATION
GAY TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE (GAYTIC)
This place offers lots of information about everything 
you’d like or need to know about the gay scene in Am-
sterdam from night clubs and parties to local shops and 
publications. You can also buy stuff at its Gays&Gadgets 
shop.QA‑1, Spuistraat 44, tel. (+31) 203 30 14 61, www.
gaytic.nl. Open 11:00 ‑ 20:00, Sun 12:00 ‑ 20:00. A

PINK POINT & HOMOMONUMENT (GAY INFO 
CENTRE)
Pink Point provides general information about gay and les-
bian Amsterdam. It’s staffed by volunteers who can provide 
all kinds of information about gay organisations and about 
gay life in general in the Dutch capital and they also sell 
some of the coolest gay souvenirs in the country. The near-
by Monument to Homosexuals or Homomonument was 
designed in 1987 by artist Karin Daan to inspire and support 
lesbians and gays in their struggle against discrimination. It 
is also a memorial to gay men and women who were op-
pressed and persecuted because of their lifestyles and be-
liefs. The pink triangle was the symbol homosexuals were 
forced to wear by the Nazis. Sadly one of the three granite 
triangles is located right next to a public urinal. Talk about 
discrimination!QE‑5, Westermarkt, tel. (+31) 20 428 10 70, 
www.gaylinc.nl. Open 10:30 ‑ 18:00. J6

NIGHTLIFE
Here’s a small selection of our favourite gay hangouts.

CAFE LELLEBEL
Just around the corner from busy Rembrandtplein you’ll 
find an alternative to the square’s legendary nightlife, 
which mostly consists of tourist pubs, techno clubs and 
meat markets. Amsterdam’s only drag show bar is a cosy 
haunt that resembles a brown bar rather than a cutting 
edge design lounge so popular with the gay scene these 
days. Transvestites, transgenders, lesbians and gays have 
enjoyed its unique atmosphere since 1997 and it always 
makes a good showing at the gay canal boat parade each 
year. It’s also the place to go for karaoke every Tuesday 
night.QG‑7, Utrechtsestraat 4, tel. (+31) 202 33 65 33, 
www.lellebel.nl. Open 21:00 ‑ 03:00, Fri, Sat 21:00 ‑ 
05:00, Sun 15:00 ‑ 03:00. E

NYX
Where one falls, another rises from its ashes. The notorious 
Club Exit died an early death and now there’s a new kid 
in town: NYX. The numerous glow-in-the-dark stairs, the 
techno blasts and live music on different levels as well as 
the wood, rusty metal and concrete graffiti-clad walls of 
this gay-friendly venue put one in mind of a Berlin squat, 
which is a refreshing deviation from most of Amster-
dam’s polished hotspots. Visit NYX for an adventure and 
to mingle with the clientele, which is neither exclusively 
gay or straight, but beware of stealthy and not-so-stealthy 
looks.QG‑8, Reguliersdwarsstraat 42, www.clubnyx.nl. 
Open Thu 23:00 ‑ 04:00, Fri, Sat 23:00 ‑ 05:00. A

PRIK
Prik, a relaxed and cosy café near Dam Square, is the ideal 
place to meet your friends, or even your grandmother, 
and have a drink to start the night off. Prosecco on tap, 
sexy cocktails, tasty finger food a live DJ and a good 
vibe will probably make you linger around longer than 
you might have planned. It was voted several times as 
the best gay bar in town and we can certainly see why. 
Prik rocks!QA‑2, Spuistraat 109, tel. (+31) 203 20 00 02, 
www.prikamsterdam.nl. Open 16:00 ‑ 01:00, Fri, Sat 
16:00 ‑ 03:00, Sun 14:00 ‑ 01:00. PJAGB

Cafe Lellebel is Amsterdam’s one and only drag show bar
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BET VAN BEEREN’S CAFÉ
Although Amsterdam is now one of the most gay-
friendly cities in the world, it wasn’t always such a pillar 
of tolerance. But one woman had an incredible influ-
ence on the Dutch capital and its residents. Bet van 
Beeren was born in 1902 and spent her childhood in 
the Jordaan district of Amsterdam, before opening her 
legendary bar ‘t Mandje, or The Basket, on the Zeedijk 
in 1927. 

Although the establishment was hardly adver-
tised as a gay bar, it was a place where anyone - gay, 
straight, bi or otherwise - could have a drink, provided 
they behaved themselves. In those days the police 
could revoke a bar’s license for promoting what we 
today would call a ‘gay lifestyle’, so Bet kept a close 
watch on her patrons making sure there weren’t any 
obvious displays of affection between same-sex cou-
ples with perhaps the exception of Queen’s Day (now 
King’s Day) – a tradition that began after WWII. On this 
magical day pretty much anything was possible and ‘t 
Mandje gained a reputation as the ultimate place to 
celebrate this Dutch holiday. That said, Bet usually took 
an interest in her patrons and if she observed anyone 
misbehaving, she would penalise them by cutting off 
an article of clothing with a butcher’s knife, hence all of 
the ties nailed to the ceiling.

As time passed, Bet became one of the chief attrac-
tions of her bar and that’s hardly surprising given her 
appearance and demeanour. An openly gay woman 
who drank like a fish and smoked like chimney, she was 
also known for her risqué wardrobe, which included a 
leather motorcycle jacket. This naturally raised a few 
eyebrows in her time. In the end, it was the drink that 
eventually claimed her life. It was not uncommon for 
her to knock back dozens of glasses of beer during a 
typical day at the bar, but this was simply part of her 
lifestyle and she enjoyed herself immensely while gain-
ing the respect of her patrons and neighbours who 
often called her the Queen of the Zeedijk. When she 
passed away in 1967, she was laid out on the billiard ta-
ble of the bar where 30,000 people paid their respects 
to her over the course of two days.

The bar finally closed its doors in 1983, but Bet’s 
niece, Diana van Laar, re-opened the bar with the help 
of her husband in 2008. Café ‘t Mandje B‑1, Zeedijk 
63, tel. (+31) 206 22 53 75, www.cafetmandje.nl. 
Open 17:00 ‑ 01:00, Fri 16:00 ‑ 03:00, Sat 15:00 ‑ 
03:00, Sun 15:00 ‑ 01:00. Closed Mon. 

REALITY
Reality is a tropical-style ethnic bar. Customers tend to hail 
from exotic locales such as Suriname, the Carribbean and 
other hot destinations, so it’s a bit alternative compared to 
the other places on Gay Main Street. Great music like salsa, 
merengue and calypso is also available for those who are 
fed up with the regular gay bubblegum. This might also 
be the place to see if the stereotypes about dark-skinned 
men and their toys are just a myth.QB‑3, Reguliersd‑
warsstraat 129, tel. (+31) 206 39 30 12, www.barreality.
freehomepage.com. Open 20:00 ‑ 03:00, Fri, Sat 20:00 
‑ 04:00. PJG

TABOO
This bar boasts two big screens showing cheesy mu-
sic videos, hot bartenders who are actually friendly 
and attentive and a comfy smoking room on the first 
f loor which seems to be a winning combination es-
pecially on a street that needed a breath of fresh air. 
Two happy hours a day (from 18:00 - 19:00 and 24:00 - 
01:00) has also helped to build up a steady and happy 
clientièle. Sundays offer a double happy hour from 
18:00 until 20:00!QB‑3, Reguliersdwarsstraat 45, tel. 
(+31) 207 75 39 63, www.taboobar.nl. Open 18:00 
‑ 03:00, Fri, Sat 16:00 ‑ 04:00, Sun 16:00 ‑ 03:00. 
PJNGBX

VIVELAVIE
An institution in the Amsterdam gay-scene, this lesbian 
bar has been around for more than 30 years and is still 
alive and kicking! It has an unpretentious and cosy at-
mosphere with old Hollywood posters on the wall. La-
dies meet their friends, talk, read, eat, sip their cocktails 
and dance in the late hours in this Art Deco-style space. 
The menu offers tapas, tosties and other finger food 
and the music varies from lounge and gay classics to 
upbeat and everything in between. Even gay men like 
it here!QB‑3, Amstelstraat 7, tel. (+31) 206 24 01 14, 
www.vivelavie.net. Open 16:00 ‑ 03:00, Fri, Sat 16:00 ‑ 
04:00. PJNBX

SAUNAS
THERMOS SAUNA
One of the biggest gay saunas in Europe, Thermos is a 
legendary gay Amsterdam institution. Tourists, chubbies, 
students and the occasional geriatric all mix in the laby-
rinth upstairs and the wet compartments on ground floor 
that include a swimming pool, dry sauna, wet sauna and 
whirlpool. The décor is still very much stuck in the 1970s 
and about as cosy as the interior of a nuclear power plant, 
but most men seem to focus on other things, which ex-
plains the cruisy atmosphere, especially at the weekend. 
An attached hair salon and beauty parlour is also available 
for those in need and free condoms can be found at the 
bar.QE‑7, Raamstraat 33, tel. (+31) 206 23 91 58, office@
thermos.nl, www.thermos.nl. Open 12:00 ‑ 20:00. Ad‑
mission: under 21 years €10, 22 ‑ 25 years €14, and 26 
and over €19. PJFBKXC
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SYMBOL KEY

A Accepts credit cards P Air conditioning 

O Casino   T Child-friendly  

U Facilties for disabled  I Fireplace

V Home delivery  E Live music  

B Outside seating X Smoking section 

S Takeaway W Wifi

COFFEESHOPS
Although the Netherlands was once known as a safe 
haven for people who enjoy the herb, conservative poli‑
tics and a national law have sent many a foreign toker 
looking for less turbulent shores to have a joint. Offi‑
cially the law states that only residents of Holland may 
buy and smoke soft drugs like marijuana and hash at 
coffeeshops in the Netherlands. Although initially en‑
forced in other areas of the country (but not now), the 
wise and commerce driven Amsterdammers have done 
what they usually do when they don’t like a law. The 
city and the local police have turned a blind eye to pot 
smoking fearing a catastrophic loss of tourism euros. 
Basically, what we’re saying is that you can go to any of 
the following places and smoke to your lungs’ content. 

ABRAXAS
Down a side-street off one of the main boulevards in 
Amsterdam Centrum, you’ll find this surprisingly cosy me-
dium-size coffeeshop spread over several narrow floors. 
With extensive mosaics and elaborate décor, it includes 
large comfortable banquettes and pleasantly mellow 
lighting aided by candles on every table. Well organised 
and efficient staff make this an attractive option for a re-
laxed break. QA‑2, Jonge Roelensteeg 12 ‑ 14, abraxas@
abraxas.tv, www.abraxas.tv. Open 10:00 ‑ 01:00. J

BARNEY’S
This coffeeshop review is more about the three establish-
ments which are part of Barney’s coffeeshop empire and all 
located on Haarlemmerstraat within close walking distance 
of each other. One venue is a coffeeshop, the other is a bar/
restaurant and the final one is a souvenir shop/bar and 
smoke-room, meaning that in between these three places, 
you can smoke drink and eat to your heart’s content in an at-
tractive environment with a pleasant décor. Popular partic-
ularly with tourists, it provides its customers with arguably 
one of the best choices in life; get high and eat, get high and 
drink, or get high and have a coffee. And to get high with 
a bong or a vaporizer? So many wonderful choices to be 
made here, but once your desires have been met, it is always 
good to remember that the souvenir shop will provide you 
with numerous ways to annoy your boss/ mother-in-law/ 
lecturer/ law enforcement agency (delete where appropri-
ate).QD‑3, Haarlemmerstraat 105, tel. (+31) 204 27 94 69, 
www.barneys.biz. Open 07:30 ‑ 01:00. P

BLUEBIRD
Bluebird might seem at first like a small coffeeshop, but the 
upstairs is substantially larger than the ground floor and 
the window-walls over the street are very effective in giv-
ing the place a light and airy feel, which also provides great 
people watching opportunities. These windows also pro-
vide the best lighting to the extensively intricate artwork 
covering the inside walls from top to bottom, forcing the 
eye (stoned or not) to wander endlessly. Games are also on 
offer like a pinball machine and the crowd is of a local vari-
ety with a mix of some tourists as well. The staff is friendly 
and outdoor roadside seating is available in good weather. 
The availability of vaporizers make this an ideal location for 
a trippy experienceQB‑2, Sint Antoniesbreestraat 71, tel. 
(+31) 206 22 52 32, www.coffeeshopbluebird.nl. Open 
09:30 ‑ 01:00. GBX

Coffeeshops

youtube.com/inyourpocket
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GREENHOUSE CENTRUM
Part of one of the best coffeeshop chains, this establish-
ment in a busy part of the city centre is quite busy itself 
and with good reason! The outside seating area next to 
the canal away from the main drag is an ideal spot for 
smoking on a sunny day. When the weather does go bad, 
however, its colourful interior is a pleasure for stoned eyes. 
The product sold here is some of the best in the Neth-
erlands, not to mention the most varied, and well worth 
analysis under a microscope, which is conveniently found 
at the same counter. The lively atmosphere and large ta-
bles may not make it the best place for a relax and a read, 
but is probably more appropriate for meeting new people 
and perhaps planning a night out.QB‑2, Oudezijds Voor‑
burgwal 191, tel. (+31) 206 27 17 39, www.greenhouse.
org. Open 09:00 ‑ 01:00. JB

LA TERTULIA
Open since 1983, one of the oldest coffeeshops in Amster-
dam is also one of the most appealing and original for smok-
ers and non-smokers alike. Apart from the relatively ordinary 
weed menu, the environment which the friendly mother 
and daughter create here, includes extensive detailed art-
work on the outside as well as the inside, providing trippy 
experiences at every corner. The selection of drinks and in-
expensive sandwiches and toasties is more extensive than 
in most coffeeshops in Amsterdam and the many plants, as 
well as the multiple levels and patio furniture make one feel 
as if they were picnicking in a garden. Outside seating next 
to the canal is another bonus.QE‑6, Prinsengracht 312, tel. 
(+31) 206 23 85 03, www.coffeeshopamsterdam.com. 
Open 11:00 ‑ 19:00. Closed Mon, Sun. B

SMART & HEAD SHOPS
AMSTERDAM SEED CENTER
Why buy untested and unproven weed when you can just 
buy seeds that have already been awarded the prestigious 
Cannabis Cup? If you live in Holland or another European 
country where it’s legal to import cannabis seeds you can 
ask the knowledgeable staff here everything there is to 
know about cultivating this amazing plant. Unfortunately, 
US residents aren’t allowed to bring any seeds home. The 
shop also sells books about growing cannabis and t-shirts 
made from hemp. Seeds can be ordered online and sent to 
your home country, but due to legal issues most countries 
outside the EU, including the USA, are excluded from this ser-
vice.QA‑2, Gravenstraat 12, tel. (+31) 207 37 00 60, www.
amsterdamseedcenter.com. Open 10:00 ‑ 20:00, Mon, Tue, 
Wed 10:00 ‑ 19:00. Bag of 3 seeds €20 ‑ 30. JA

BULLDOG NO. 90
Arguably the first ever coffeeshop in Amsterdam, this es-
tablishment combines cannabis history and getting high 
with an excellent central location. With seating overlook-
ing the canal on the inside and seating on the edge of the 
canal outside, this coffeeshop is an ideal place any time of 
year. The décor of memorabilia like old photos, newspa-
per articles and the orange (you’ll understand once you 
get here) tells the story of this venerated establishment, 
which gives off a pub-like atmosphere. Computers with 
internet access are available (for a fee) . Finally, the herb 
purchasing area is seperate from the drinks area. QB‑2, 
Oudezijds Voorburgwal 90, tel. (+31) 206 25 98 64, 
www.thebulldog.com. Open 08:00 ‑ 01:00. JB

BULLDOG PALACE
Fancy going down the police station for a spliff? Well in 
Amsterdam, you can, although the police station has been 
transformed into a multi-storey smoking, drinking and 
dancing venue. It’s a large, spacious place with a pleasant 
conservatory style smoking area at the front and features 
two separate downstairs areas: one for weed and one for 
souvenirs. Upstairs is what can only be described as a dark 
nightclub with plenty of coloured lights jumping around, 
but that could have just been the effects of the haze. Alco-
hol including cocktails is available making it an ideal spot 
for hanging out and shooting some pool in the evening 
until the proper clubbing kicks off. Internet stations are also 
available for downloading that evening’s soundtrack.QF‑7, 
Leidseplein 17, tel. (+31) 206 27 19 08, www.thebulldog.
com. Open 08:00 ‑ 01:00. PEGBXW

COFFEESHOP 36
Its canal view at the back sold us on this place and it’s close 
to the station which is ideal if you’re in Amsterdam only 
briefly. This coffeeshop is housed on several different lev-
els, which isn’t exactly an advantage if you’re travelling with 
wheel-bound suitcases. (We like to get down to business 
as soon as we arrive). The low lighting, ‘strategically’ placed 
wrought-iron gates and the metal rock interior will suit 
some more than others, but the friendly staff and separation 
of weed and drink sales (rare so close to the station) make 
it a worthwhile addition to our list.QB‑1, Warmoestraat 36, 
tel. (+31) 206 24 24 93. Open 10:00 ‑ 01:00.

DOLPHINS
You won’t find a place like this anywhere in Amsterdam 
or any other place on the planet for that matter. With an 
overwhelming marine theme and the friendly dolphin as 
your guide you can make a selection from the affordable 
and obviously placed menu, sit down at one of the many 
high quality vaporizers and just do your thing. The con-
stant bubbling and of course your choice of herb will make 
you feel as if submerged in another world. If inhaling at a 
stool isn’t your thing, there are large sofas to sink into and 
the friendly staff can ensure all your needs are met down 
here underwater, although you may have to swim to the 
surface (or the bar) to get served.QF‑7, Kerkstraat 39, tel. 
(+31) 207 74 33 36. Open 10:30 ‑ 01:00. GBXW
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ESSENTIAL AMSTERDAM
RIJKSMUSEUM
This colossal building occupies nearly an entire city block 
and is finally open to the public again after years of reno-
vations. View ancient weapons, gold and silver artefacts 
and of course an incredible collection of the nation’s best 
old masters including Rembrandt, Vermeer, Bol and Steen. 
Some of the museum’s most famous paintings are also 
described in detail in laminated information cards, so you 
can take your time and discover interesting facts about 
each of these canvases. Queues can be long at peek times, 
mostly due to security checks, so plan accordingly.QF‑9, 
Museumplein/Jan Luijkenstraat 1, tel. (+31) 206 74 70 
47, www.rijksmuseum.com. Open 09:00‑17:00. Admis‑
sion: adults €17.50, under 18 free.

THE OLD CHURCH (DE OUDE KERK)
Although no one knows for certain, it’s believed that Am-
sterdam’s oldest stone building, the Oude Kerk, was erect-
ed at the end of the 13th or possibly the beginning of the 
14th century. The important edifice wasn’t only used for 
religious purposes and often served as a safe for precious 
documents, a treasury and also a homeless shelter as the 
city’s indigent were allowed to spend the night here until 
the Calvinists came to power in the 16th century. It was 
also the place where couples had to register their inten-
tions to marry as Rembrandt and his bride Saskia did in 
1638. She’s buried on the far end of the building opposite 
the entrance. The church was added onto over the cen-
turies but eventually ran out of space to grow and then 
it suffered a huge blow when protestant demonstrators 
looted churches across the Netherlands in 1566 damag-
ing priceless art works in the process. The historic monu-
ment and its wooden ceiling were on the verge of collapse 
in the 20th century and it was finally closed in 1951 for 
lengthy restoration. In 1979 it was again opened to the 
public and is now one of the city’s most visited attractions.
QB‑1, Oudekerksplein 23, tel. (+31) 206 25 82 84, www.
oudekerk.nl. Open 10:00 ‑ 18:00, Sun 13:00 ‑ 17:30. Ad‑
mission: adults €7.50, children 12 and under free.

THE REMBRANDT HOUSE MUSEUM
This historic house was bought by one of the Netherlands’ 
most illustrious native sons in 1639 for the impressive sum 
of 13,000 guilders at a time when a day labourer was con-
tent to make 300 guilders in a year. Unfortunately, scan-
dal and disgrace made him unpopular and work became 
scarce. He was unable to cover the loan and went bankrupt 
in 1656. An audio guide will take you through the house, 
which is reconstructed to look exactly as it did when Rem-
brandt was at the peak of his career. View the foyer where 
he exhibited his work, his living quarters, the attic where 
his apprentices worked, his curiosity room and of course 
his studio.QG/H‑5, Jodenbreestraat 4, tel. (+31) 205 20 
04 00, www.rembrandthuis.nl. Open 10:00‑18:00. Ad‑
mission: adults €12.50, children 6 ‑ 17 years €4, children 
5 and under free. A

VAN GOGH MUSEUM
Very few tourists leave Amsterdam without visiting this 
incredible museum. Its vast collection includes roughly 
200 paintings, 500 drawings and 750 letters that comprise 
most of the works produced by the troubled artist in his 
short 10-year career. After dabbling in religious vocations 
and art selling, he finally embarked on his true calling in 
1880, which is where the museum’s permanent exhibit be-
gins. Those familiar with only his later works will no doubt 
be surprised to see the dark greys, browns and blues used 
in Van Gogh’s earliest still lifes of cabbages and clogs, not 
to mention some of the subject matter such as a smoking 
skeleton. The vibrant paintings for which he is now so re-
nowned only appeared later during his time in Paris when 
he ‘discovered colour’. Although the museum is indeed a 
shrine to all things Van Gogh, it also displays a varied col-
lection of works by world-famous artists from early men-
tors like Anton Mauve to such icons of Impressionism as 
Monet, Gauguin, Renoir, Cézanne and Toulouse-Lautrec 
from which he drew inspiration. QF‑10, Paulus Potter‑
straat 7, tel. (+31) 205 70 52 00, www.vangoghmuseum.
com. Open 09:00‑18:00, Fri 09:00‑22:00. Admission: 
adults €17, children 17 and under free. AUKW

Sightseeing
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BREWERIES & DISTILLERIES
BROUWERIJ DE PRAEL
You can take a tour of the small premises in the Red Light 
district and learn about the brewing process followed by a 
beer in its trendy tasting room which has a view of all the 
brewing action. The owners also contribute to society by 
employing people who have a tough time finding work 
elsewhere and you can see them hard at work in the cellar. 
The brewery makes about eight different beers and you 
can buy all kinds of De Prael merchandise in its shop.QB‑1, 
Oudezijds Voorburgwal 30, tel. (+31) 204 08 44 70, 
www.deprael.nl. Open 09:00 ‑ 17:00. Closed Sat, Sun.

BROUWERIJ ‘T IJ
If you’re feeling a little parched on a Friday, Saturday or 
Sunday afternoon, then take a tram to the Plantage for 
a microbrewery tour, a few beers and some snacks in the 
shadow of one of the city’s few remaining windmills.As the 
afternoon wears on, the voices of Dutch speakers gradually 
get drowned out by the din of tourists and foreign beer 
enthusiasts who have come to this iconic building next to 
the historic De Gooyer windmill to take advantage of the 
brew tour that’s held here in English every Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday at 15:30 (16:00 in Dutch). What could be more 
Amsterdam than sipping a locally produced beer with a 
sausage and cheese plate next to a giant windmill only a 
short tram ride from touristy Leidseplein? Take tram No.10 
toward Azartplein from Leidseplein, get off at the Hoogte 
Kadijk stop and turn right.QK‑5, Funenkade 7, tel. (+31) 
206 22 83 25, www.brouwerijhetij.nl. Open 14:00 ‑ 20:00.

HEINEKEN EXPERIENCE
Although this tasty brew, which is distributed in over 170 
countries around the globe isn’t produced on the prem-
ises, you can take a tour and learn about the company’s 
evolution from its founding in 1864 in Amsterdam to its 
current status as a multinational brand. You’ll reach the 
climax of the tour where you can enjoy two cold beers 
with dozens of other Heineken fans. Exit the experience 
via the Heineken shop where you can get pretty much 
anything with the Heineken logo on it. QG‑9, Stadhoud‑
erskade 78, tel. (+31) 205 23 92 22, www.heineken.com/
experience. Open 11:00 ‑ 19:30 (last tour at 17:30). Ad‑
mission: €16 ‑ 18, children €12.50, under 12 free. AU

HOUSE OF BOLS EXPERIENCE
Founded in Amsterdam in 1575, the House of Bols is one 
the world’s oldest spirits makers, not to mention one of 
the oldest firms on record. Its renowned jenever recipe 
dates back to as early as 1664 and was introduced to the 
British roughly 25 years later where it was modified to Eng-
lish tastes and produced locally as gin. The award-winning 
Genever Experience showcases the roughly 40 liqueurs it 
sells in 110 countries around the world as well as the wide 
varieties of jenevers it produces.QF‑10, Paulus Potter‑
straat 14, tel. (+31) 205 70 85 75, www.houseofbols.nl. 
Open 12:00 ‑ 17:30, Fri 12:00 ‑ 21:00, Sat 12:00 ‑ 19:00. 
Admission: €14.50. A

BUILDINGS
BEURS VAN BERLAGE
Built over a period of years from 1898 - 1903, this massive 
brick structure was the brainchild of visionary architect 
H.P. Berlage. It is considered to be one of the first grand 
examples of Dutch modern architecture and both the 
local press and high society who preferred the ornate 
styles of the 19th century ridiculed its unorthodox design. 
Although the building was constructed to house the Am-
sterdam Stock Exchange, Berlage had a different concept 
in mind. He created a place that functioned as a centre of 
commerce and capitalism, but his true intention was to 
erect a building that would symbolise the tenets of social-
ism, hence the tile tableaux of labourers and the use of 
brick – each one representing a member of society. Alone 
a brick is nothing special, but together with thousands of 
other bricks it can become something beautiful, harmoni-
ous and strong. The monumental building would serve as 
inspiration for a whole new generation of architects whose 
style became known as the Amsterdam School. The Stock 
Exchange eventually moved and Berlage got his wish as 
the Beurs van Berlage is now home to events, conferences, 
lectures, concerts and a good café.QA‑2, Damrak 277, tel. 
(+31) 206 20 47 01, www.beursvanberlage.nl.

FO GUANG SHAN HE HUA TEMPLE
Amsterdam’s Chinatown is one of the most vibrant you’ll 
find on the continent and it’s also home to the largest Bud-
dhist temple in Europe, which is impossible to miss. While 
trying to pick a good Chinese restaurant on the Zeedijk, 
why not take a quick peek at this interesting monument, 
but make sure to enter via one of the smaller side gates as 
the main gate is reserved for nuns and monks. Inside you’ll 
find a lavish interior with a statue of Avalokitesvara Bod-
hisattva and a shrine dedicated to the Buddha. Although 
the style of the building is completely Chinese, anyone is 
allowed to worship here and various events and celebra-
tions are held throughout the year.QB‑1, Zeedijk 106 ‑ 
118, tel. (+31) 204 20 23 57, www.ibps.nl. Open 12:00 
‑ 17:00, Sun 10:00 ‑ 17:00. Tour admission (Sat 14:00, 
15:00, 16:00): €5.

NATIONAL TULIP DAY
It’s no secret that the 
Dutch love their flow-
ers and the tulip is still a 
cornerstone of the Dutch 
economy, but when was 
the last time a local gave 
you something for free in 
Holland? On Saturday, January 16, otherwise known as 
National Tulip Day, flower growers from around the na-
tion will set up a special ‘picking garden’ on Dam Square 
and passers-by will be invited to choose any tulip they 
like to take home with them absolutely free of charge!

Stunning interior at Royal 
Palace Amsterdam
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One of the city’s original city gates is now restaurant In De Wag 

THE MINT TOWER (MUNTTOREN)
The Mint Tower is one of the city’s most visible landmarks 
and anyone who has visited the Flower Market or done 
some shopping on the Kalverstraat has definitely noticed 
this unique bell tower with a clock on each of its four sides. 
Originally a gate called the Regulierspoort that was part 
of Amsterdam’s fortified city wall, it was destroyed dur-
ing a fire in 1618, but rebuilt two years later in Amsterdam 
Renaissance style by the eminent Dutch Golden Age ar-
chitect Hendrick de Keyser, who also built the Westerkerk 
and Zuiderkerk among other famous edifices scattered 
about the city. It gained its name in the 17th century when 
the French occupied parts of the Netherlands forcing the 
Dutch to move their coin minting operations to this loca-
tion. The adjoining building, which now houses a Delft ce-
ramics shop, was erected in the 19th century and replaced 
the original guardhouse.QB‑3, Muntplein.

THE WEIGH STATION (DE WAAG)
This is the most magnificent of the city’s remaining me-
dieval gates. Built in 1488, St. Anthony’s Gate (Sint Antho-
nispoort) eventually became an official weigh station for 
merchants, its original purpose as a defensive structure 
having become obsolete. A number of local guilds also 
moved into the building and each one had its own en-
trance. One of the halls was occupied by the Surgeons’ 
Guild that occasionally dissected a freshly executed crimi-
nal, a popular event that was open to the public. Weigh 
stations and guilds also fell out of fashion over time and 
the building was used for several different purposes over 
the years, but since 1996 it has housed a swanky Dutch 
restaurant.QB‑2, Nieuwmarkt 4, www.indewaag.nl. 
Open 09:00 ‑ 23:00.

WEEPERS TOWER (SCHREIERSTOREN)
The so-called Weepers Tower is one of the few remain-
ing defensive towers left from Amsterdam’s medieval city 
walls. It was built in the early 15th century and is purported 
to be the place from which explorer Henry Hudson set sail 
for the New World in 1609 leading to the founding of 
the small settlement of New Amsterdam on the island of 
Manhattan. Today, it houses a Dutch café and bar that has 
an authentic antique interior and a great summer terrace 
overlooking the canal.QB‑1, Prins Hendrikkade 94/95, 
www.schreierstoren.nl.

CANAL TOURS
BLUE BOAT COMPANY
Exploring the UNESCO protected canals is often the high-
light of any trip to Amsterdam so why not take in the city’s 
best sights in a 75-minute canal boat tour for only €15? 
You can also take a 90-minute evening cruise (€17.50) 
and enjoy the view with a drink in your hand or spoil your 
significant other with a luxurious 2.5-hour dinner cruise 
(€67.50). Visit its website for exact departure times and lo-
cations.QF‑9, Stadhouderskade 30, tel. (+31) 206 79 13 
70, www.blueboat.nl. (€7 ‑ 15). A

GRAY LINE
Make sure you’re at the right landing as the multinational 
Gray Line has three different departure points.QA‑1, 
Damrak Pier 5, tel. (+31) 205 35 33 08, www.grayline.
com. Open 10:00 ‑ 20:00. Tickets: €13 ‑ 22. TJA

KEYTOURS EXCURSIONS
This company organises more tours than there are tour-
ists in Amsterdam. Some sound a bit tacky like the Pizza 
Cruise or Candlelight Cruise, but this is one of the better 
options in town if you don’t have a lot of time and you’d 
like to save some cash. Keytours is located at the same ad-
dress as the Diamond Museum Amsterdam.QE‑8, Paulus 
Potterstraat 8, tel. (+31) 203 05 53 33, www.keytours.nl. 
Open 08:30 ‑ 17:00. JA

ICE SKATING

If you’ve ever had the 
privilege of seeing a 
wintry Amsterdam scene 
painted by one of Hol-
land’s Golden Age mas-
ters then you might just 
assume that Amsterdam’s 
canals freeze over every 
winter, but of course 
you’d be wrong. In fact, 
this a rather rare occur-
rence in Amsterdam but 
it has happened recently, 
so you never know. If, however, arctic temperatures 
never reach the shores of the Netherlands this winter 
you can always take advantage of a few local skating 
rinks including the seasonal open-air venues on F-9, 
Leidseplein (open daily until January 10, 2016; www.
kermisplaza.nl) and F-10, Museumplein (open until 
February 28 from10:00 - 21:00, Fri, Sat 10:00 - 22:00; 
www.iceamsterdam.nl). You can also take a tram to the 
Jaap Eden ice rink (P-3, Radioweg 64) in Amsterdam 
East, which offers a huge 400m-long outdoor speed 
skating rink as well as an indoor rink (for exact opening 
hours visit www.jaapeden.nl as each day is different). 
Photo courtesy of Ice* Amsterdam on Facebook
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The Westerkerk’s unmistakable bell tower

CENTRUM ATTRACTIONS
EROTIC MUSEUM AMSTERDAM
If you’re already exploring Europe’s number one Red Light 
district then you might as well visit this interesting museum 
that’s not nearly as tacky as it seems. Inside you can view 
ancient Chinese artefacts depicting sex acts, lusty gods 
and goddesses getting busy on Greek pottery and horny 
lovers on old Japanese silk paintings. You’ll no doubt also 
be as shocked as we were to encounter Le Pulsoconn - a 
mechanical vibrator from the 1880s that no one in their 
right mind would want to use anywhere near their genitals. 
Erotic cartoons of Snow White getting to know her dwarfs 
intimately and old pornography are also on offer.QB‑1, Ou‑
dezijds Achterburgwal 54, www.erotisch‑museum.nl. 
Open 11:00 ‑ 01:00, Fri, Sat 11:00 ‑ 02:00. Admission: €7.

MADAME TUSSAUDS AMSTERDAM
In 1836 at the tender age of 74, Marie Tussaud opened 
her first location in London proving that people have al-
ways been fascinated with celebrities and that the pres-
ent obsession with Hollywood stars and pop musicians 
isn’t just a fad. Queues at the Amsterdam Tussauds can 
be a bit long at lunchtime, but that’s because everyone is 
photographed before taking the lift upstairs where you’ll 
be entertained by a light and sound show dedicated to 
the Golden Age of the city in the 17th century. This is fol-
lowed by a maze of rooms featuring life size wax figures of 
your favourite heads of state, actors, rock gods, artists and 
footballers. Have your photo taken with the Dalai Lama, 
Gandhi, Madonna, Pablo Picasso or Winston Churchill. 
You’ll no doubt also be blown away by what a tiny pip-
squeak Lenin was or that Ronaldinho’s teeth really are 
that big!QA‑2, Dam 20, tel. (+31) 205 22 10 10, www.
madametussauds.com. Open 10:00 ‑ 18:30. Admission: 
adults €19 ‑ 22, children 5 ‑ 15 years €14 ‑ 18, children 4 
and under free. Last admission at 17:30. AU

RED LIGHT SECRETS
Red Light Secrets is the latest attraction in Amsterdam’s 
Red Light district and it has correspondingly long open-
ing hours for late night window shoppers. In short, it’s es-
sentially a museum dedicated to that oldest of professions 
- prostitution - and is supposedly the only one of it’s kind 
on the planet. A visit begins with a six-minute movie, with 
a simple, yet intriguing theme, namely 24 hours in the Red 
Light district. The next hour or so can be spent checking 
out typical rooms where the trade was plied as well as 
special S&M tools and lots of other interesting items and 
information. The undisputed highlight of the exhibition is 
the moment when you’re allowed to sit behind one of the 
red-lit windows to see how outsiders look at you. Unfor-
tunately, no souvenir shop is available.QB‑2, Oudezijds 
Achterburgwal 60H, www.redlightsecrets.com. Open 
12:00 ‑ 24:00. Admission: €7.50. J

CHURCHES
THE PARROT: CHURCH OF STS. PETER AND 
PAUL (DE PAPEGAAI)
In stark contrast to the non-stop racket heard from shop-
pers outside on the tireless Kalverstraat, this well-hidden 
church is a small oasis of peace and quiet. Its clandestine 
appearance is intentional as it was one of several under-
ground Catholic churches that had to conceal their exis-
tence from Protestant persecution, hence its code name 
– the Parrot. It is typically narrow, like most Amsterdam 
buildings, which is the reason for the extensive seating 
galleries overlooking the main hall from above. Although 
its interior isn’t as grand as other Catholic churches in the 
area, it’s a quiet escape from the hordes of people stuff-
ing their faces at McDonald’s across the street. Just look 
for the tile mosaic to find the entrance.QA‑3, Kalverstraat 
58, tel. (+31) 206 23 18 89, www.nicolaas‑parochie.nl. 
Open 10:00 ‑ 16:00, Sun 09:45 ‑ 13:30.

WESTERKERK
One of the symbols of Amsterdam, the Westerkerk was 
consecrated in 1631 as a Dutch Reformed church and it 
still tends to its Protestant flock to this day. Its Dutch Re-
naissance style is unmistakable and its massive tower em-
bellished with the crown of Austrian Emperor Maximilian 
soars to a height of 85m above the city. The impoverished 
painter Rembrandt was buried here in 1669, but no one 
is quite sure exactly where, yet a plaque marks the ap-
proximate spot not far from his son Titus’ grave. Anyone 
familiar with the story of Anne Frank also knows that she 
often heard the bells from the church in her hidden annex 
only a short distance away. The tower bell is the largest in 
the Netherlands and weighs in at an impressive 7,500kg. 
Although the church is also used as a concert hall, it’s 
closed to visitors during the winter months. The Wester-
markt square outside is a popular meeting place where 
you can relax on benches that look like lounge chairs, eat 
some raw herring from one of the food stalls or take a look 
at its monuments - a statue of Anne Frank and three tri-
angular pink granite slabs dedicated to persecuted gays 
near and far.QE‑5, Prinsengracht 281, www.westerkerk.
nl. Closed during the winter.

youtube.com/inyourpocket
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JEWISH
JEWISH HISTORICAL MUSEUM (JOODS HISTO-
RISCH MUSEUM)
This extensive museum dedicated to Amsterdam Jewish 
life opened in 1987 and is spread out over what used to be 
four different synagogues. Begin your journey in the oldest 
building erected in 1671, which was abandoned for nearly 
30 years after WWII until it was finally restored to its former 
glory. On the second floor, which was originally used by the 
female congregation, you can view paintings by famous 
Jewish artists such as Josef Israels. The attempted destruc-
tion of Jewish life during the Holocaust.QH‑6, Nieuwe 
Amstelstraat 1, tel. (+31) 205 31 03 10, www.jhm.nl. Open 
11:00‑17:00. Admission: adults €12, children 13 ‑ 17 €6, 
children 6 ‑ 12 €3, under 6 free. HAUKW

PORTUGUESE SYNAGOGUE
Most European capitals were hardly an ideal place for 
Jews to call home in medieval times, but no city was more 
tolerant of this ethnic group than Amsterdam in the 17th-
century. As the city prospered, its population grew by 
leaps and bounds and among its many new arrivals were 
Jews from around the continent looking for a better life. 
They completed work on this synagogue in 1675 and since 
then it has served as a centre for Jewish life in Amsterdam 
housing also offices, archives, ritual baths and a rabbin-
ate. The synagogue was completely restored in 2011 and 
now its treasure rooms which house unique ceremonial 
objects are open to the public as well as Ets Haim, the old-
est functioning Jewish library in the world dating to 1616.
QH‑5, Mr. Visserplein 3, tel. (+31) 205 31 03 10, www.
portugesesynagoge.nl. Open 10:00‑17:00, Fri 10:00‑
16:00. Closed Sat. Admission: adults €12, children 13 ‑ 
17 €6, children 6 ‑ 12 €3, under 6 free. HAU

MUSEUMS
ALLARD PIERSON MUSEUM
The archaeological museum of the University of Amster-
dam has an excellent collection of rare artefacts from the 
ancient world of the Near East and the Mediterranean re-
gion from 4000 BC to 500 AD. Objects from Egypt include 
wooden sarcophagi, Coptic art, funerary statues and pot-
tery, not to mention a room dedicated to mummies and the 
embalming process. Upstairs you’ll find exhibits dedicated 
to ancient Greece, Persia and Mesopotamia as well as the 
Romans and Etruscans. Among the highlights of the per-
manent exhibits are the so-called Dionysus sarcophagus, 
which looks like an enormous decorative marble bathtub, 
beautiful examples of early Roman glass and the huge 
statue of Fortuna that once belonged to Cardinal Richelieu. 
QA‑3, Oude Turfmarkt 127, tel. (+31) 205 25 25 56, www.
allardpiersonmuseum.nl. Open 10:00 ‑ 17:00, Sat, Sun 
13:00 ‑ 17:00. Closed Mon. Admission: adults €6.50, chil‑
dren 4 ‑ 16 €3.25, children 3 and under free. A

AMSTERDAM MUSEUM
Although there are many cities in Europe and the Nether-
lands with histories stretching much farther into the past, 
Amsterdam’s story is unique and unusual and worth dis-
covering at this fascinating and eclectic museum. Follow 
the development of this powerful port through medieval 
artefacts and art from ancient shoes dating back to the 14th 
century and the oldest known map of the city by renowned 
cartographer Cornelis Antonisz, who brought the town and 
its 12,000-strong population to life in 1538, to period furni-
ture and paintings collected by wealthy Amsterdammers of 
the Golden Age. You can also learn about the Ajax football 
club and see a model of Holland’s first gay and lesbian bar, 
‘t Mandje, to interesting facts about prostitution and the 
first coffeeshop, the Bulldog.QA‑3, Kalverstraat 92 / Nieu‑
wezijds Voorburgwal 357, tel. (+31) 205 23 18 22, www.
amsterdammuseum.nl. Open 10:00 ‑ 17:00, Sat, Sun 
11:00 ‑ 17:00. Admission: adults €10, children 6 ‑ 18 years 
€5, children 5 and under free. BKEven children appreciate the Amsterdam Museum
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AMSTERDAM TULIP MUSEUM
Learn about the fascinating history of the tulip from its 
humble origins along the Silk Road of Central Asia to its 
current status as a somewhat common, mass-produced 
flower that is still a cornerstone of the Dutch economy 
and a symbol of national identity for the people of the 
Netherlands. Discover how the word tulip was derived 
from a simple misunderstanding and how the plant was 
smuggled to Europe from the Turkish sultan’s royal court 
in 1555. Learn how tulips made their journey to the Neth-
erlands in 1598 where they were cultivated and eventu-
ally fetched prices on par with Amsterdam canal houses 
before the bubble burst ruining many a flower merchant. 
The evolution of modern tulip farming is also on display.
QE‑5, Prinsengracht 116, tel. (+31) 204 21 00 95, www.
amsterdamtulipmuseum.com. Open 10:00 ‑ 18:00. Ad‑
mission: adults €4, children free.

ANNE FRANK HOUSE (ANNE FRANK HUIS)
There are very few people who aren’t acquainted with the 
tragic story of Anne Frank – a brave girl who dreamed of 
becoming an author while in hiding from Nazi persecu-
tion. The diary of her time spent in the secret annex was 
published in 1947 and later translated in over 65 languages. 
The popularity of her work is reflected in the huge queues 
outside this museum that has been teaching Amsterdam’s 
visitor’s about the Holocaust, the story of the Frank family 
and their desperate struggle to survive and the evils of anti-
Semitism and racism since 1960. Inside you’ll walk through 
the warehouse where workers attended to their business 
every day completely unaware that several people were 
hiding upstairs.QE‑5, Prinsengracht 263 ‑ 267, tel. (+31) 
205 56 71 05, www.annefrank.org. Open 09:00 ‑ 21:00, 
Sat 09:00 ‑ 22:00. Admission: adults €9, children 10 ‑ 17 
years €4.50, children nine and under free. AKW

COSTER DIAMONDS
Coster Diamonds is one of the oldest diamond factories in 
the world and its professional craftsmen have been cut-
ting and polishing expensive jewels since Moses Coster 
opened his first shop on Waterlooplein in 1840. Today 
you can take a free tour of the factory, which moved to its 
current location in three mansions in the Museum district 
in 1970. You can learn nearly everything about diamonds 
here in a variety of languages and discover helpful tips 
about how the four Cs (carat, colour, clarity and cut) in-
fluence the price of each gem. You can also watch men 
practicing their trade, learn how to spot fake diamonds 
and view replicas of famous gems such as the Koh-I-Noor 
which was re-cut by Coster at the request of Queen Vic-
toria. After a brief tour you’ll be led upstairs to a diamond 
showroom where the owners hope you’ll be tempted to 
buy a diamond of your own. At the end of a labyrinth of 
more shops you’ll reach the Amsterdam Diamond Muse-
um which charges admission, but you can also just exit the 
building if you’ve had enough sparkling carbon for one 
day.QF‑10, Paulus Potterstraat 2 ‑ 6, tel. (+31) 203 05 
55 55, www.costerdiamonds.com. Open 09:00 ‑ 17:00. 
Admission: free.

DIAMANT MUSEUM AMSTERDAM
Start your tour of the museum with a film that illustrates 
how diamonds are formed and the science behind the 
process, how the first diamonds were discovered on the 
banks of Indian rivers thousands of years ago and how 
Europeans began to covet them and create some of the 
largest mining operations in the world. Move on to the 
exhibits that describe the polishing and cutting process, 
displays of replicas of famous jewels and explanations of 
the illegal trade in blood diamonds. You can also take a 
digital photo of yourself wearing a diamond encrusted 
crown which you can e-mail to friends and finish with the 
museum’s most prized possession - the Coster Skull, which 
is an odd and truly bizarre gorilla skull covered in 17,000 
small diamonds. A museum shop and café are also avail-
able.QF‑10, Paulus Potterstraat 8, tel. (+31) 203 05 53 
00, www.diamantmuseumamsterdam.nl. Open 09:00 ‑ 
17:00. Admission: adults €7.50, children 13 ‑ 18 years €5, 
children 12 and under free. A

FOAM: PHOTOGRAPHY MUSEUM AMSTERDAM 
(FOTOGRAPHIEMUSEUM AMSTERDAM)
This classic Amsterdam canal house on the Keizersgracht 
is home to the FOAM museum, which is actually more of 
photography exhibition hall for both famous names and 
newcomers. Exhibitions change quite frequently so check 
its website for the latest information.QG‑7, Keizersgracht 
609, tel. (+31) 205 51 65 00, www.foam.org. Open 10:00 
‑ 18:00, Thu, Fri 10:00 ‑ 21:00. Admission: adults €8.75, 
students €6, children under 12 free. W
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HERMITAGE AMSTERDAM
Russia’s most illustrious museum has a subsidiary in 
Amsterdam, which is housed in a beautiful 17th classi-
cal-style building called the Amstelhof that was once a 
home for poverty-stricken elderly women. Since 2009, 
the building has hosted periodic themed exhibitions 
that display some of the Hermitage’s most prized posses-
sions from stunningly preserved artefacts of the ancient 
world to masterpieces of European art. Permanent ex-
hibits dedicated to the Amstelhof and the origins of the 
Hermitage Museum and the Russian royal family are also 
available. The Hermitage is currently hosting an exhibi-
tion entitled Spanish Masters from the Hermitage. The 
World of El Greco, Ribera, Zurbarán, Velázquez, Murillo 
& Goya that will be on display until May 26, 2016.QH‑6, 
Amstel 51, tel. (+31) 205 30 74 88, www.hermitage.nl. 
Open 10:00 ‑ 17:00. Admission: adults €15, children 17 
and under free. AU

HOUSEBOAT MUSEUM (HET WOONBOOT-
MUSEUM)
The owner of this converted freighter that dates back to 
1914 knows a thing or two about houseboats as he lived 
onboard for 22 years before moving ashore with the 
rest of the landlubbers in Amsterdam. He now runs this 
museum which receives over 38,000 visitors each year 
who are curious to see how people can use a boat as a 
permanent residence. Start with an amusing slide show 
of houseboats on the canals during all seasons and the 
perils and maintenance involved in this unique way of 
life. View pictures and scale models and discover inter-
esting facts about the waterways of the city such as the 
average depth on an Amsterdam canal (it’s 2.8m). A chil-
dren’s corner is available where the little tykes can draw 
boats and you can also enjoy a cappuccino or a cup of tea 
in the living room.QE‑6, Prinsengracht 296K, tel. (+31) 
204 27 07 50, www.houseboatmuseum.nl. Open No‑
vember ‑ February Fri ‑ Sun 11:00 ‑ 17:00. Admission: 
adults €3.75, children €3.

NATIONAL MARITIME MUSEUM AMSTERDAM 
(NEDERLANDS SCHEEPVAARTMUSEUM AM-
STERDAM)
In the 17th century the Netherlands was one of the 
wealthiest and most important nations in the world 
and this was in large part due to its maritime prowess. 
No other country in the world had as many ships sailing 
the seas of the globe as Holland. After thorough renova-
tions, the Maritime Museum once again demonstrates 
how the sea has defined Dutch culture. Stimulating, in-
teractive exhibits bring 500 years of maritime history to 
life. The significance of this industry in the modern age 
is also explained in a clear and concise manner. Chil-
dren will also love the museum, especially the replica of 
the famous VOC (Dutch East India Company) ship.QI‑4, 
Kattenburgerplein 1, tel. (+31) 205 23 22 22, fax (+31) 
205 23 22 13, info@hetscheepvaartmuseum.nl, www.
hetscheepvaartmuseum.nl. Open 09:00‑17:00. Admis‑
sion: €15, children 5 and over €7.50. TJAL

ROYAL PALACE AMSTERDAM (KONINKLIJK 
PALEIS AMSTERDAM)
It’s hard to miss the Royal Palace on Dam Square. When the 
building was first opened to the public as the Town Hall in 
1655, its lavish interior decorated with paintings by Ferdi-
nand Bol and Rembrandt was considered to be the eighth 
wonder of the world. Louis Napoleon made it his personal 
residence in 1808 when he briefly served as the King of 
Holland, but it later became the possession of the House 
of Orange. After meandering through a few dull corridors 
you’ll finally walk upstairs to the main hall where your jaw 
is guaranteed to drop. Seldom have we seen so much pol-
ished marble in one place, not to mention six giant crystal 
chandeliers hanging from the timber ceiling covered in fres-
cos high above the inlaid maps and nautical and astronomi-
cal charts in the floor. The audio guide, which is included in 
the price, is essential as none of the rooms have explana-
tions in any language. A short movie with English subtitles is 
available before you take the tour.QA‑2, Dam, tel. (+31) 206 
20 40 60, www.paleisamsterdam.nl. Open 10:00 ‑ 17:00. 
Admission: adults €10, children under 18 free.

SCIENCE CENTER NEMO
Look for the big green building jutting out into the water 
to find this fun science centre that will make you wish you 
were a kid again. The sounds of children’s laughter and 
unreserved awe will accompany you on a variety of levels 
where visitors can learn about science without the boring 
textbooks and teachers. Make giant soap bubbles, gener-
ate electricity or lots of other hands on activities. You can 
also see how fuel engines work or discover why teenagers 
look, feel and act the way they do; see how our daily lives 
will change in the future with new and advanced tech-
nologies; and lots of other interesting stuff. An exhibition 
entitled World of Shapes allows you to create new shapes 
from triangles and squares and children can tower above 
their parents in the Ames room. You can also bring your 
own lunch and eat it in the cafeteria or purchase food at 
the museum. A good museum shop is also available where 
you can buy science experiments and other great souve-
nirs for kids.QH‑4, Oosterdok 2, tel. (+31) 205 31 32 33, 
info@e‑NEMO.nl, www.e‑NEMO.nl. Open 10:00 ‑ 17:30. 
Closed Mon. Admission: €15, children under four free. 
Closed December 25 and January 1. AK

Physics is fun at Science Center NEMO                             DigiDaan
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STEDELIJK MUSEUM
The Netherlands’ most important museum for modern 
and contemporary art was in a coma for an unexpected 
eight years, but is now open to the public. The entrance 
has moved from the street to the park side, which means 
that the cultural living room of Amsterdam now has its 
own chill-out and meeting area outside. The interior of the 
old and new buildings have been completely integrated, 
so you’ll hardly notice where the 100-year-old edifice ends 
and the modern one  begins.QF‑10, Museumplein 10, 
tel. (+31) 205 73 29 11, www.stedelijk.nl. Open 10:00‑
18:00, Thu 10:00‑22:00. Admission: adults €15 ‑ 20, 17 
and under free. AK

THE HASH, MARIHUANA & HEMP MUSEUM
Apart from the pleasant effects that it can have on your 
mood and state of mind, cannabis has a thousand uses 
you probably never heard of. During Holland’s Golden 
Age, Dutch East India Company ships made their ropes 
and sails from hemp, while today hemp fibre is still one 
of the most durable and easy to use materials available 
for making clothing. The Hash, Marihuana & Hemp Mu-
seum displays the history of industrial hemp in its gallery, 
while its main collection consists of items related to the 
history of cannabis, the culture that surrounds it and its 
medicinal benefits. A small shop selling gifts and canna-
bis seeds is also attached to the museum.QB‑2, Oudezi‑
jds Achterburgwal 148, tel. (+31) 206 24 89 26, www.
hashmuseum.com. Open 10:00 ‑ 22:00. Admission: 
adults €9, children under 13 free.

VAN LOON MUSEUM (MUSEUM VAN LOON)
This magnificent building owned by the Van Loon family 
trust has a rich and storied history and is one of the few re-
maining examples of authentic Dutch golden age homes 
in Amsterdam. It was rented by renowned Rembrandt ap-
prentice Ferdinand Bol soon after its construction in 1671 
but passed on to different owners over the centuries until 
it was purchased in 1884 by the Van Loon family whose 
most illustrious ancestor Willem van Loon co-founded the 
Dutch East India Company. Although the family was one of 
the city’s wealthiest, they cultivated a tradition of opening 
up their home to show off its splendour and this tradition 
has survived to this day. View 17th-century portraits, pe-
riod furniture, 18th-century Dutch porcelain, spectacular 
wall murals, a centuries-old working kitchen and a spa-
cious manicured garden all in the centre of Amsterdam. As 
you walk around its sumptuous rooms you might even run 
into one of the Van Loons who still live upstairs. They’ll tell 
you to have a seat on one of the priceless sofas to truly en-
joy the experience - something for which you’d no doubt 
be arrested at other local museums.QG‑7, Keizersgracht 
672, tel. (+31) 206 24 52 55, www.museumvanloon.nl. 
Open 10:00 ‑ 17:00. Admission: adults €9, children €5, 
children under 6 free. TJABKXW

youtube.com/inyourpocket
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Don’t miss the aquarium at the Artis Royal Zoo

PARKS & GARDENS
HORTUS BOTANICAL GARDENS
Located in the quiet neighbourhood of the Plantage, the 
Hortus Botanical Garden has been fascinating naturalists, 
botanists and fans of beauty for over 300 years making 
it one of the oldest such gardens in the world. Although 
only a little over one hectare in size, Hortus boasts over 
4,000 species of plants from around the globe through-
out its gardens and greenhouses, nearly all of which are 
open to the public. It specialises in cycads, or palm trees, 
the oldest of which was brought to the Netherlands on 
a V.O.C. ship centuries ago and has had a home at Hor-
tus since 1856. You can wander around the grounds and 
view beautiful flowers, carnivorous florae, a rare Australian 
pine thought extinct until 1994 and even a redwood tree, 
which, if allowed to grow on its own, might just change 
the city’s skyline in a few generations. You can also walk 
through the tropical and desert greenhouses, but don’t 
miss the butterfly house.QH‑5, Plantage Middenlaan 2a, 
tel. (+31) 206 25 90 21, www.dehortus.nl. Open 10:00 
‑ 17:00. Admission: adults €8.50, children 5 ‑ 14 years 
€4.50, children 4 and under free. HEK

PLACES OF INTEREST
ARTIS ROYAL ZOO
Founded in 1838, the Artis Royal Zoo is the oldest zoo in 
the Netherlands and home to roughly 700 species of fauna 
and 200 species of flora. The sprawling park not only offers 
a huge collection of exotic animals from near and far, but 
also an impressive aquarium as well as a zoology museum. 
Many of the strange beasts that inhabit the zoo live out-
doors so you can see camels lounging in the sand or Japa-
nese macaques jumping about. Walk past lions, elephants, 
buffalo and giraffes in their enclosures or head over to the 
top-notch reptile house to see pythons, giant tortoises 
and crocodiles or all manner of creepy-crawlies in the In-
sect House. You can also view nocturnal creatures in the 
Jungle by Night exhibit, chimpanzees in the monkey house 
and strange forms of life from the planet’s oceans in the 
aquarium. Two cafés and a large children’s playground are 
also available.QI‑5, Plantage Kerklaan 38 ‑ 40, tel. (+31) 90 
02 78 47 96, www.artis.nl. Open 09:00 ‑ 18:00. Admission: 
adults €18.95, children 3 ‑ 9 years €15.50. AK

BREWERS’ CANAL (BROUWERSGRACHT)
Although Amsterdam has no shortage of picturesque ca-
nals, this beautiful waterway is one of the city’s prettiest 
and in our opinion outshines other scenic stretches such 
as the Golden Bend. The Brewers’ Canal began its exis-
tence in the 17th century but earned its name hundreds 
of years later when many beer brewers chose to set up 
shop on the canal. Unlike the busy canals in the centre, the 
atmosphere here is laid back and relaxed. Most of the tiny 
little houses along the way have brightly painted shutters 
and the canal is covered in small bridges.QF‑8, Between 
the Singel and Lijnbaansgracht.

EYE FILM INSTITUTE
EYE is the only institute in the Netherlands that collects 
and displays film-related ephemera like photographs, 
posters, soundtracks, equipment and directors’ archives. 
It’s collection spans the entire length of film history from 
silent films to the newest digital productions. Every year 
the collection expands as more films, Dutch and foreign, 
new and old, are added. Called the ‘heart of film’, the huge 
white spaces covering over 1200m2 provide numerous in-
teractive and educational film projects, while four theatres 
- each different in size and theme - bring you the latest 
art-house films and old classics. Many people take the free 
ferry here for the gorgeous view from its café and outdoor 
terraces.QN‑2, IJpromenade 1, tel. (+31) 205 89 14 00, 
www.eyefilm.nl. Open 09:00 ‑ 22:00, Sat, Sun 10:00 ‑ 
22:15. TJAULGBKXW

FLOWER MARKET (BLOEMENMARKT)
The Flower Market is a tourist attraction and a functioning 
market in one. Although it’s often called the world’s only 
floating flower market, most of the browsing takes place on 
dry land as the stalls are located on barges moored on the 
Singel. You can buy bulbs and seeds for all kinds of plants 
and flowers and we have to admit that we’ve also picked 
up a Venus flytrap kit here, which was a huge hit with kids 
at home. The sellers will also send bulbs to your home ad-
dress abroad and they know which countries don’t allow 
the importation of plant materials, so you don’t have to 
worry about having your purchase confiscated at customs. 
Locals also buy flowers here so the prices are actually quite 
reasonable.QA/B‑3, Singel (Between Koningsplein and 
Muntplein). Open 09:00 ‑ 17:30, Sun 11:00 ‑ 17:30. A

The Flower Market is a good place to pick up a souvenir
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GOLDEN BEND (GOUDEN BOCHT)
This stretch of the Herengracht is famous for its grand 
manor houses that came into existence when Amster-
dam’s über-wealthy built their dream homes here during 
the Dutch Golden Age in the 17th century. Although it fig-
ures prominently in city guides of all stripes, the buildings 
are actually on the boring side and lack the narrow dimen-
sions and cosiness that most people associate with the 
capital’s architecture. You’ll probably walk by on your way 
to lots of local museums anyway, but otherwise you can 
give it a pass unless you need to hire one of the prominent 
law firms that have their offices here.QB‑3, Herengracht 
between Leidsestraat and Vijzelstraat.

WATERLOOPLEIN
Located in the heart of what used to be Amsterdam’s thriv-
ing Jewish Quarter, this square is now better known for its 
flea market where you can search for vintage and second-
hand clothes, a wide variety of antiques, old vinyl records 
and lots of other hip and retro curiosities in the shadow 
of the imposing Moses and Aaron Church next door. The 
city’s best Jewish attractions like the Portuguese Syna-
gogue and the Jewish Historical Museum are also only a 
stone’s throw away, not to mention the underground Tun 
Fun children’s play park.QH‑6/7, Waterlooplein.

SIGHTSEEING TOURS
MIKE’S BIKE TOURS
Two daily tours show you the hidden gems of the inner 
city (16:00) or the enchanting surroundings of the Dutch 
countryside (11:00). Don’t expect boring guides who try 
to pass the time by spouting dry facts. The entertaining 
staff attempt to make the experience as fun as possible.
QF‑7, Kerkstraat 134, tel. (+31) 206 22 79 70, www.
mikesbiketoursamsterdam.com. (€15 ‑ 22). JA

YELLOW BIKE
Yellow Bike has been renting bicycles and offering compre-
hensive bike tours of Amsterdam since 1990. You can rent 
a bike for as little as €12/day, but if you’d prefer a tour, pro-
fessional staff will guide you through the city centre or take 
you across the IJ to explore the dikes, country cottages and 
wetlands of Noord. Its office is located a short walk from the 
Central Station.QA‑1, Nieuwezijds Kolk 29, tel. (+31) 206 
20 69 40, www.yellowbike.nl. Open 09:30 ‑ 17:00.

STATUES & MONUMENTS
NATIONAL MONUMENT (NATIONAAL MONU-
MENT)
It’s hard to miss the central monument on Dam Square 
that’s often occupied by people of all ages and nation-
alities sunning themselves, reading books or just relax-
ing. The brainchild of renowned Dutch architect J.J.P. 
Oud (1890 - 1963), the National Monument made of white 
travertine was unveiled in 1956 as both a memorial to all 
Dutch men and women who suffered under the Nazi oc-
cupation of the Netherlands and to the nation’s liberation. 
A number of statues and reliefs symbolise the resistance 
expressed by all members of society from labourers to 
the intelligentsia and the lions on either side represent 
the Dutch nation. The giant pillar rises to a height of 22m.
QA‑2, Dam.

REMBRANDT STATUE
Rembrandt van Rijn (1606 - 1669) is considered to be one 
of the greatest painters in Dutch history and King William 
III had the honour of unveiling Amsterdam’s oldest statue 
in 1852. But that’s not the end of the story. Over the next 
decade at least 10 more statues will be erected along the 
route that the illustrious painter used to walk from his 
house in Amsterdam to to the outskirts of the city where 
he searched for inspiration. Each statue will represent a 
certain period of his life. A young Rembrandt, opposite the 
Amstel Hotel, is the first of these new statues. Statues of 
Rembrandt can also be found at molen at Amstel at the 
end of Amstelpark and Professor Tulpplein.QB‑3, Rem‑
brandtplein.Lions guard the National Monument on Dam Square

DISCOVER AJAX

WORLD OF AJAX TOURS
This is the next best thing to seeing an actual Ajax 
match. Even if you’re not a fan, it’s still a brilliant feel-
ing to set foot in the ArenA, even when it’s empty. At 
full capacity, 53,052 supporters sing, scream and yell 
from their brightly coloured seats. About an hour later 
you’re back where you started, and the tour predict-
ably ends at the club shop where you can express your 
newly acquired love for Ajax by purchasing lots of red 
and white souvenirs.QU‑1, ArenA Boulevard 1, tel. 
(+31) 203 11 13 36. Open 11:00 ‑ 16:30 (except on 
event days). Admission: adults €14.50, children 5 ‑ 
12 years €9.50. Take metro line 54 from the Central 
Station to the Amsterdam Bijlmer Arena stop and 
then follow signs to Main Entrance E.



Eindhoven is, along with Amsterdam, the most international city in the Netherlands. And what we've know for years now 
has finally become apparent to the rest of the world. Eindhoven is no longer a Dutch backwater, but rather one of the 
most inventive cities in Europe.  All the factory complexes that were abandoned by electronics giant Philips were seen as 
eyesores until they were finally repurposed by this once sleepy town of roughly 220,000 residents. Most of these buildings 
have recently been transformed into vibrant cultural and entrepreneurial centres not to mention pop-up restaurants and 
offices for graduates of Eindhoven's Design Academy. These creative spaces are scattered across the city, so you're never 
far away from an example of the city's new-found dynamism.

THIS IS EINDHOVEN
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In Eindhoven’s city centre you will find enough options for 
a complete day full of diversity and creativity. For the lively 
atmosphere, (dining) cafés, art, book and antique shops, 
go to the area De Bergen. To have a convenient shopping 
day visit the shopping streets. There are sufficient shops 
for everyone. From concept stores and vintage markets to 
the most famous department stores and major retail chains. 
Also for industrial dining, drinks in the pub and concerts of 
world stars you want to be in Eindhoven. 

This centrally located information centre is a good place 
to get brochures, guides or personal advice from a staff 
member. They can recommend excursions, help you pur-
chase concert tickets and offer lots of other practical ser-
vices. Staff can also help with Eindhoven’s public trans-
portation system and some souvenirs are also available. 
Pick up here a free copy of this guide. Stationsplein 17, 
www.thisiseindhoven.nl.

Although the cynical among us could view this museum 
located in the original Philips factory from 1891 as pure 
company propaganda, we actually believe that this mod-
ern museum gives an interesting overview of this multina-
tional giant that, until recently, played such a crucial role in 
Eindhoven's history. Follow the evolution of the company 
from making its first light bulb to the invention of famous 
household appliances that we couldn't live without. It's also 
worth taking a look at the latest models of new inventions in 
the Health & Wellbeing section, which you can, of course, 
buy at the museum shop. Take an iPad tour that gives in-
sights into the harsh working conditions faced by factory 
employees in former days and then take a selfie upstairs 
with the vintage boom box playing hits from the 1970s. It's 
also interesting to see how Philips has designed medical 
technology to prolong our lives.

THIS IS EINDHOVEN

Trendy meals are now served in these former army bar-
racks where soldiers once slept. The Kazerne offers a 
menu with a balanced mix of Mediterranean and veg-
etarian options, but most people seem happy to order the 
three-course meal that changes every week. Its industrial 
interior is dotted with art and fashionable pieces of design 
and despite its large, functional space, a warm, comfortable 
venue has somehow been created for diners who like their 
food with a pinch of style. If you're not into the long tables, 
you can also book more private, some might say romantic, 
seating.

Photo: Ruud Balk
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SYMBOL KEY

A Accepts credit cards P Air conditioning 

O Casino   T Child-friendly  

U Facilties for disabled  I Fireplace

V Home delivery  E Live music  

B Outside seating X Smoking section 

S Takeaway W Wifi

Amsterdam has it all as far as shopping is concerned from 
the big brands to hip little boutiques. For standard interna-
tional fashion like H&M and Footlocker take a stroll down 
the pedestrian Kalverstraat. If you can afford such names 
as Vuitton, Bulgari and Chanel then drive your Ferrari over 
to P.C. Hooftsraat in the Museum Quarter. Antique lovers 
will find a whole street lined with shops selling old maps, 
books, Delft tiles, furniture and art at Nieuwe Spiegelstraat 
leading up to the Rijksmuseum and shoppers who prefer 
small, yet trendy boutiques and a street devoid of chains 
should walk the length of the Haarlemmerstraat. You can 
also find all kinds of interesting exotic sauces, spices and 
kitchenware in Chinatown near the Nieuwmarkt and funky 
interior design elements on Overtoom in West.

ALCOHOL & WINE SHOPS
DE BIERKONING
With roughly 1100 beers from Europe and the States avail-
able on the premises, this brew shop is probably the best 
stocked of its genre in Amsterdam. It also sells some cider 
and loads of souvenir beer glasses.QA‑2, Paleisstraat 125, 
tel. (+31) 206 25 23 36, www.bierkoning.nl. Open 11:00 
‑ 19:00, Mon 13:00 ‑ 19:00, Sat 11:00 ‑ 18:00, Sun 13:00 
‑ 18:00. A

LE CELLIER
This place offers an incredible selection of liqour, whiskey, 
wine and other alcoholic beverages.QA‑2, Spuistraat 114, 
tel. (+31) 206 38 65 73, www.lecellier.nl. Open 09:30 ‑ 
18:00, Mon 11:00 ‑ 18:00, Sat 09:30 ‑ 17:30. Closed Sun. A

ANTIQUES & ART
ANTIQUARIAAT LONT
Owner Marieke Lont specialises in antique books, posters 
and postcards.QE‑4, Herenstraat 39, tel. (+31) 206 26 39 
82, www.antiquariaat‑lont.nl. Open 11:00 ‑ 18:00, Sat 
11:00 ‑ 17:00. Closed Sun. A
SILKWOOD ANTIQUES
Delft tiles, fabric, paintings, jewellery, prints and furniture.
QF‑8, Spiegelgracht 30, tel. (+31) 653 86 22 70, www.
silkwood.nl. Open 12:00 ‑ 17:30. Closed Mon, Sun.

BOOKS
THE AMERICAN BOOK CENTER
Skip the coffee table books and magazines on the ground 
floor and climb up to the next two floors for novels, travel, 
history, sci-fi, fantasy, political science and even manga.
QA‑3, Spui 12, tel. (+31) 206 25 55 37, www.abc.nl. 
Open 10:00 ‑ 20:00, Mon 11:00 ‑ 20:00, Thu 10:00 ‑ 
21:00, Sat 11:00 ‑ 18:30. Closed Sun. A
THE BOOK EXCHANGE
Secondhand English-language books from fitcion and his-
tory to current events for good prices. Book exchanges also 
possible as the name suggests.QB‑2, Kloveniersburg‑
wal 58, tel. (+31) 206 26 62 66, www.bookexchange.nl. 
Open 10:00 ‑ 18:00, Sun 11:30 ‑ 16:00.
WATERSTONE’S
An outstanding selection of English language literature 
including books on travel, history and politics not to men-
tion contemporary fiction on four floors.QA‑3, Kalver‑
straat 152, tel. (+31) 206 38 38 21, www.waterstones.
com. Open 09:30 ‑ 18:30, Mon 10:00 ‑ 18:00, Thu 09:30 
‑ 21:00, Sat 10:00 ‑ 19:00, Sun 11:00 ‑ 18:00. A

Shopping
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CHEESE
AMSTERDAMS KAASHUIS
Although it looks like a tourist trap, where else can you 
watch cheese being made in the centre of Amsterdam? 
Cheese, chocolates and other souvenirs are sold here.
QA‑1, Haringpakkerssteeg 10, tel. (+31) 206 24 10 06. 
Open 10:00 ‑ 18:00, Thu 10:00 ‑ 21:00. A
KAASLAND SINGEL
Kaasland offers a good assortment of cheeses from near 
and far as well as pastries and sweets.QA‑1, Haarlem‑
merstraat 2, tel. (+31) 204 22 17 15, www.kaasland.com. 
Open 08:00 ‑ 20:00, Sat 08:00 ‑ 19:00, Sun 10:00 ‑ 19:00. 

DELFTWARE
JORRIT HEINEN DELFT SHOP
An official dealer of Royal Delft porcelain from cutesy sou-
venirs and tiles to upmarket vases and flatware. It also has 
an outlet in the historic Munttoren (Mint Tower).QE‑6, Prin‑
sengracht 440, tel. (+31) 206 27 82 99, www.jorritheinen.
com. Open 09:30 ‑ 18:00, Sun 11:00 ‑ 18:00. A
RINASCIMENTO DELFTWARE
Across the canal from the Westerkerk, this official Delft-
ware factory dealer sells everything from plates, tiles 
and vases to beautiful Christmas ornaments.QE‑5, Prin‑
sengracht 170, tel. (+31) 206 22 75 09, www.delft‑art‑
gallery.com. Open 09:00 ‑ 18:00, Sun 10:00 ‑ 17:00. A

DELICATESSENS
EICHHOLTZ
In operation since 1888, it now specialises in food products 
from the US and UK for homesick Americans and Brits.QF‑7, 
Leidsestraat 48, tel. (+31) 206 22 03 05. Open 10:00 ‑ 
18:30, Thu 09:00 ‑ 21:00, Sun 12:00 ‑ 18:00.

EROTIC GEAR

DEMASK AMSTERDAM
If you’re into kinky clothing 
made of rubber, leather or 
other sexy fabrics then then 
the people at Demask Amsterdam can help. Find 
the ultimate fetish fantasy outfit or have them cus-
tom design something for you. Masks and toys also 
available.QB‑1, Zeedijk 64, tel. (+31) 204 23 30 90, 
demask.nl. A

FEMALE & PARTNERS
Discover an excellent assortment of sexy women’s lingerie 
from traditional silk and lace to leather and latex, not to 
mention classy sex toys, bondage accessories and lubri-
cants. In short, it’s a sex shop for the refined female shop-
per.QA‑2, Spuistraat 100, tel. (+31) 206 20 91 52, www.
femaleandpartners.nl. Open 11:00 ‑ 18:30, Mon 13:00 
‑ 18:30, Thu 11:00 ‑ 21:00, Sat 11:00 ‑ 18:00, Sun 13:00 
‑ 18:00. A

FASHION
COLOURFUL REBEL
If you’re looking for comfortable, yet fashionable clothing 
from hoodies and t-shirts to sweats and accessories like 
caps and scarfs, then this trendy brand for ‘the young & 
restless’ is the place the for you.QI‑9, Van Woustraat 52, 
tel. (+31) 203 63 57 12, www.colourfulrebel.com. Open 
11:00 ‑ 19:00, Mon 12:00 ‑ 19:00, Sat 10:00 ‑ 17:00, Sun 
12:00 ‑ 17:00. JA

HAASTJE REPJE
Haastje Repje has been sell-
ing quality women’s fashion 
as well as swimwear, lingerie, 
shoes, purses and other acces-
sories since 1973. Visit its shop 
in Amsterdam’s trendy De Pijp 
district for great clothing by 
names like Stop Staring. Personalised service is part 
of the shopping experience.QH‑10, Ferdinand Bol‑
straat 96, tel. (+31) 206 79 14 03, www.haastjerepje.
nl. Open 10:00 ‑ 18:00, Mon 12:00 ‑ 18:00, Sat 10:00 
‑ 17:00. Closed Sun. A

RAIN COUTURE
The so-called ‘rainmakers’ at Rain Couture have created 
modern, fashionable and feminine coats and rain gear, 
which are an absolute necesity for the average Amsterdam 
woman on the go. Check out their latest collections at this 
flagship store or online at www.piogg.com and www.rain-
fest.nl.QI‑9, Van Woustraat 72H, tel. (+31) 637 34 46 02, 
www.rain‑couture.nl. Open 10:00 ‑ 18:30, Mon 13:00 ‑ 
18:00, Sat 10:00 ‑ 18:00, Sun 12:00 ‑ 17:00. A

Hot Amsterdam fashion at Colourful Rebel     

You’ll find trendy coats and fashionable rain gear at Rain Couture    
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Fresh seafood at the Albert Cuyp Market

INTERIOR DESIGN
FRIDAY NEXT
It’s both an interior design shop and a café all in one so 
you can drink a peppermint tea while perusing hand bags, 
couches, coffee mugs and lamps.QT‑4, Overtoom 31, tel. 
(+31) 206 12 32 92, www.fridaynext.com. Open 09:00 
‑ 18:00, Mon 12:00 ‑ 18:00, Sat 10:00 ‑ 17:00, Sun 12:00 ‑ 
17:00. AKW
KITSCH KITCHEN
Although this shop sells plenty of items for your kitchen, it 
also specialises in all kinds of interesting products for your 
home including baskets, textiles, carpets, blankets, bags, 
stationery and tableware.QE‑7, Rozengracht 8‑12, tel. 
(+31) 204 62 00 50, www.kitschkitchen.nl. Open 10:00 ‑ 
18:00, Sun 12:00 ‑ 17:00. A

JEWELLERY & WATCHES
GOLDINI
Goldini has been selling quality jewellery and watches by 
the world’s best brands since 1985. Drop by its shop for 
the latest trends or something more traditional by Blush, 
Ti Sentoni, Calvin Klein, Mondaine, Hugo Boss and Guess. 
Also does repairs.QH‑10, Ferdinand Bolstraat 51, tel. 
(+31) 206 62 26 25, www.goldini.nl. Open 10:00 ‑ 18:00, 
Mon 12:00 ‑ 18:00, Sat 10:00 ‑ 17:30. Closed Sun. A

LINGERIE
BETTY’S BOOPS
Feel uncomfortable buying lingerie? The attentive staff 
at Betty’s Boop’s will immediately put you at ease and 
help you find the best bras and panties to suit your body.
QH‑10, Ferdinand Bolstraat 110, tel. (+31) 202 35 14 20, 
www.BettysBoops.nl. Open 10:00 ‑ 18:00, Thu 10:00 ‑ 
20:00, Sat 10:00 ‑ 17:00. Closed Mon, Sun. A

MARKETS
ALBERT CUYP MARKET (ALBERT CUYPMARKT)
This vibrant daily market located in the bohemian De Pijp 
district is chock full of stands selling clothing, jewellery, 
fresh seafood like crab and lobster, flowers, lingerie, souve-
nirs, fresh fruit, hand bags, shoes, cheese and many more 
things you can’t do without as wells as plenty of food stalls.
QH‑9, Albert Cuypstraat, www.albertcuypmarkt.com. 
Open 09:00 ‑ 18:00. Closed Sun.
FLOWER MARKET (BLOEMENMARKT)
The Flower Market is a tourist attraction and a function-
ing market in one. You can buy bulbs and seeds for all 
kinds of plants and flowers and the sellers will also send 
bulbs to your home address abroad and they know which 
countries don’t allow the importation of plant materials, 
so you don’t have to worry about having your purchase 
confiscated at customs. Locals also buy flowers here so 
the prices are actually quite reasonable.QA/B‑3, Singel 
(Between Koningsplein and Muntplein). Open 09:00 ‑ 
17:30, Sun 11:00 ‑ 17:30.

MUSIC SHOPS
AMSTEL ANTIQUES & RECORDS
We just love places like this. Peruse over 25,000 vinyl re-
cords of every genre imaginable from punk rock to country 
in this cosy shop on the Amstel. CDs are also available and 
the owners also buy record collections.QB‑3, Amstel 110, 
tel. (+31) 622 46 86 85, www.amstelantiquesrecords.
com. Open 12:00 ‑ 17:30. Closed Wed.
RECORD FRIEND
Record Friend has a large collection of vinyl records and 
record players.QB‑2, Sint Antoniesbreestraat 64, tel. 
(+31) 206 20 00 84, www.recordfriend.com. Open 12:00 
‑ 18:00.

YEAR OF THE MONKEY

Although most people are 
familiar with Amsterdam’s 
reputation as a city of ca-
nals and storybook medi-
eval buildings, not everyone 
knows that the Dutch capi-
tal is also home to one of 
the largest Chinese neigh-
bourhoods in Europe that 
even includes its very own 
dragon covered temple. The 
Zeedijk and the area surrounding the Nieuwmarkt are 
crammed with Chinese restaurants and shops and a 
stroll around these bustling streets will afford the un-
suspecting visitor with such non-European sights as 
signs in Chinese characters and lots of grilled ducks 
hanging in storefronts. Amsterdam’s Chinatown is also 
the place to celebrate the Chinese Lunar New Year in 
February so head down to the Nieuwmarkt to see how 
the Chinese celebrate the beginning of the Year of the 
Monkey. As we went to press the exact date of the fes-
tivities in Chinatown was not yet known, but it’s usually 
celebrated on the closest Saturday to the actual date, 
which is February 8, 2016. Festivities often begin at 
the Fo Guang Shan Temple (B-1, Zeedijk 106 - 118). For 
more information visit www.iamsterdam.com.

Amstel Antiques & Records has an incredible selection of music
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SECONDHAND & VINTAGE
DROOMFABRIEK
This is the place to go for vintage handbags as well as 
antique broaches, necklaces, earrings and other costume 
jewellery.QP‑2, Transvaalkade 2, tel. (+31) 206 65 74 
37, www.droomfabriekantiek.nl. Open 11:00 ‑ 17:30. 
Closed Mon, Sun.
ILOVEVINTAGE
This boutique sells vintage clothing, footwear, purses 
and other fashion accessories conveniently displayed by 
decade from the 1920s to the 1980s. If you’re too lazy to 
go to the Prinsengracht you can also shop on its website.
QE‑5, Prinsengracht 201, tel. (+31) 203 30 19 50, www.
ilovevintage.nl. Open 09:30 ‑ 18:00. Closed Sun.

SPECIALITY SHOPS
A SPACE ODDITY
This is the place for film and TV action figures and collect-
ibles from the Twilight saga and Harry Potter to original 
1980s Star Wars toys.QE‑6, Prinsengracht 204, tel. (+31) 
204 27 40 36, www.spaceoddity.nl. Open 11:00 ‑ 17:30, 
Sat 10:15 ‑ 17:00. Closed Mon, Sun. A
BRITISH GENERAL STORES
If you have a hankering for a Crunchie, Curly Wurly or some 
good old PG Tips tea, then pay a visit to British General 
Stores. Owner Lin stocks a massive range of genuine Brit-
ish goodies including HP sauce, Heinz baked beans, Jelly 
Babies and great English sausages. British General Stores 
is also a meeting place for expats.QE‑9, Eerste Constan‑
tijn Huygensstraat 94, tel. (+31) 206 83 61 91, www.
britishstore.nl. Open 10:30 ‑ 18:00, Mon 13:00 ‑ 18:00. 
Closed Sun. JA
DE WINKEL VAN NIJNTJE (MIFFY SHOP)
In the Netherlands she’s known as Nijntje, but the rest of 
the world knows this little rabbit simply as Miffy. The char-
acter from Dick Bruna’s best selling children’s books is es-
pecially popular with Asians who visit this shop in droves 
to buy books and cards, plates and toys and whatever else 
they can get their hands on with the famous bunny. Follow 
H-9, Ferdinand Bolstraat south until it it turns into Schel-
destraat.QScheldestraat 61, tel. (+31) 206 64 80 54, www.
dewinkelvannijntje.nl. Open 10:00 ‑ 18:00, Mon 13:00 ‑ 
18:00, Sat 10:00 ‑ 17:00. Closed Sun. TALV
DUIKELMAN
This may well be Amsterdam’s largest supplier of kitch-
enware. If you love to cook and relish using new gadgets 
then drop by Duikelman’s for both expensive and afford-
able items from pots and pans to oyster knives and meat 
grinders.QH‑10, Ferdinand Bolstraat 66‑68, tel. (+31) 
206 71 22 30, info@duikelman.nl, www.duikelman.nl. 
Open 09:30 ‑ 18:00, Sat 09:30 ‑ 17:00. Closed Sun. A
GAMES WORKSHOP
Adventure board games, books and hobby and modelling 
supplies can all be found here not to mention Lord of the 
Rings accessories.QA‑2, Rokin 36, tel. (+31) 206 22 38 63, 
www.games‑workshop.com. Open 10:00 ‑ 18:00, Mon 
12:00 ‑ 18:00, Thu 10:00 ‑ 21:00, Sun 12:00 ‑ 17:00. A

HENK COMICS & MANGASTORE
Just like the window says, Henk specialises in comics, man-
ga and collectible action figures.QB‑2, Geldersekade 96, 
tel. (+31) 204 21 36 88, www.comics.nl. Open 11:00 ‑ 
19:00, Sun 12:00 ‑ 18:00. A
JACOB HOOY & CO
Although this shop now specialises in vitamins, supple-
ments and health food, Jacob Hooy & Co began its exis-
tence at this address as a pharmacy in 1743 and its beau-
tiful antique interior looks much as it did back then. It’s 
worth a visit for this reason alone!QB‑2, Kloveniersburg‑
wal 12, tel. (+31) 206 24 30 41, www.jacob‑hooy.com. 
Open 10:00 ‑ 18:00, Mon 13:00 ‑ 18:00, Sun 10:00 ‑ 17:00.
SNOEK STRIPS EN GAMES
Buy boardgames, books, collectibles, action figures and 
dolls, comics and even the dream toy that we never got 
as children - a Star Wars X-wing fighter.QP‑2, Linnae‑
usstraat 205, tel. (+31) 204 68 81 09. Open 10:00 ‑ 18:00, 
Sat 10:00 ‑ 17:00. Closed Sun.

SPORTS & OUTDOORS
FJÄLLRÄVEN BRAND CENTER
This popular Swedish brand, which means arctic fox, 
specialises in all kinds of outdoor gear from its signature 
backpacks and camping essentials like tents to clothing, 
hiking boots and all the apparel you’ll need to spend time 
in nature. Its large brand centre in Amsterdam is conve-
niently located on the Rozengracht.QD‑7, Rozengracht 
219 ‑ 225, tel. (+31) 204 28 17 60, www.fjallravencenter.
nl. Open 10:00 ‑ 19:00, Mon 12:00 ‑ 19:00, Thu 10:00 ‑ 
20:00, Sat 10:00 ‑ 18:00, Sun 12:00 ‑ 18:00. JA

SUPERMARKETS
ALBERT HEIJN
The largest supermarket chain in the Netherlands has doz-
ens of locations all over Amsterdam.QA‑2, Nieuwezijds 
Voorburgwal 226, tel. (+31) 204 21 83 44, www.ah.nl. 
Open 08:00 ‑ 22:00.
MARQT
This posh supermarket offers an excellent selection of 
fresh produce, but remember to bring your plastic as 
Marqt doesn’t accept cash.QH‑6, Utrechtsestraat 17, 
tel. (+31) 208 10 00 80, www.marqt.com. Open 09:00 ‑ 
21:00, Sun 11:00 ‑ 20:00. A

Amsterdam’s shops have something for everyone
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AJAX FOOTBALL MATCHES
Whether due to the magic of its illustrious past, the 
excitement of the famous arena or just as part of a 
football pilgrimage, Ajax still draws tens of thousands 
of tourists every year. There are a high number of sea-
son ticket holders, so only a few thousand seats are for 
sale for each game, which can be bought via the official 
Ajax site (www.ajax.nl) for roughy €42 - 54. Matches are 
seldom boring in large part due to Section 410. This 
part of the stadium is populated by mostly young fans 
that are the team’s most die-hard supporters. This is in 
stark contrast to the official so-called core support of 
the F-side, which you can find behind the goal. Photo 
courtesy of Ajax Football Club

Amsterdam Arena Arena boulevard 1, tel. (+31) 203 11 
13 33, www.ajax.nl, www.amsterdamarena.nl.

Upcoming matches at Amsterdam Arena:

23.01 19:45 Ajax vs. Vitesse  AA 
26.01 20:45 Ajax vs. Heracles Almelo AA 
07.02 12:30 Ajax vs. Feyenoord  AA  
21.02 14:30 Ajax vs. Excelsior  AA 
28.02 16:45 Ajax vs. AZ  AA

Need to wash some clothes, fins a doctor or get a massage 
at a day spa? You’ll find the answers here.

BICYCLE REPAIR
HET ZWARTE FIETSENPLAN
Looking for replacement parts for your bike? Crashed into 
a car and need repairs? These guys will sort you out.QF‑8, 
Lijnbaansgracht 282 ‑ 283, tel. (+31) 206 70 85 31. Open 
08:00 ‑ 20:00, Sat 09:00 ‑ 19:00, Sun 09:00 ‑ 17:00. A

BOWLING
KNIJN BOWLING
A lane will cost you €21 - 28/hour depending on the day 
and time or you could come for disco bowling at the 
weekend from 23:00 for €11.50.QD‑6, Scheldplein 3, tel. 
(+31) 206 64 22 11, www.knijnbowling.nl. AK
LOVERS POWERZONE
Take advantage of six modern bowling lanes or challenge 
your friends to a game of laser tag.QG‑4, De Ruyterkade 
153, tel. (+31) 207 60 76 00, www.loverspowerzone.nl. 
Open 16:00 ‑ 22:00, Wed 12:00 ‑ 22:00, Fri 15:00 ‑ 01:00, 
Sat 11:00 ‑ 01:00, Sun 11:00 ‑ 22:00. Bowling: €22.50 ‑ 
27.50/hour, Laser tag: €9 ‑ 16. TJG

DENTISTS
TANDARTSEN AAN DE HERENGRACHT
QF‑6, Herengracht 318, tel. (+31) 207 51 27 17, info@
tadh.nl, www.tadh.nl. Open Mon, Thu, Fri 09:00 ‑ 20:00, 
Tue, Wed 09:00 ‑ 17:00. Closed Sat, Sun.

HAIRDRESSERS & BARBERS
KINKI KAPPERS
You’ll feel like a fashion model at this trendy hair salon.QD‑3, 
Haarlemmerdijk 17, tel. (+31) 206 25 60 00, www.kinki.nl. 
Open 09:30 ‑ 18:00, Thu 09:30 ‑ 21:00. Closed Sun.
QUEENS HAIRSTYLE
Although we never spotted any blue bloods here, this 
trendy salon is quite expensive!QF‑7, Herengracht 447, 
tel. (+31) 203 20 64 77, www.queenshairstyle.nl. Open 
09:00 ‑ 18:00, Thu 09:00 ‑ 21:00, Sat 09:00 ‑ 15:30. 
Closed Sun. J

LAUNDRIES & DRY CLEANERS
POWDERS
This self-service laundry offers free wi-fi and printing as 
well as drinks and snacks.QF‑7, Kerkstraat 56, tel. (+31) 
626 30 60 57, www.powders.nl. Open 07:00 ‑ 22:00.
WASH & COFFEE
Just like the name says.QG‑9/10, Quellijnstraat 90, tel. 
(+31) 204 70 36 79,  www.wash‑coffee.nl. Open 07:30 ‑ 
18:30. Closed Tue.
WASSALON LAUNDRY
Wash it yourself or drop it off and it’ll be ready in a few 
hours.QG‑9, Frans Halssatraat 83, tel. (+31) 643 58 32 
09. Open 08:30 ‑ 18:00, Sat 09:00 ‑ 18:00. Closed Sun.

LIBRARIES
CENTRALE BIBLIOTHEEK
This modern glass building between the Central Station 
and the NEMO Science Centre not only has an interesting 
location but also books in English, internet access and it’s 
open late.QH‑3, Oosterdokskade 143, tel. (+31) 205 23 
09 00, www.oba.nl. Open 10:00 ‑ 22:00.The DeLaMar Theater certainly leaves an impression         
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MASSAGE
FU JIAN GEZOND MASSAGE
This massage and wellness centre provides all manner of 
massages from gentle relaxation massages and others 
with special oils to vigorous sports rubdowns and more 
exotic massages that stimulate your body’s energy by 
balancing your Ying and Yang.QVan Woustraat 198A, 
tel. (+31) 627 82 72 08, www.fujiangezondmassage.nl. 
Open 11:00 ‑ 21:30. A
XING XING MASSAGE SALON
All kinds of massages from foot to full body.QE‑9, Over‑
toom 95, tel. (+31) 204 89 30 88, www.xingxingmassage.
webs.com. Open 12:00 ‑ 22:30.

MEDICAL & WELLNESS
EXPAT MEDICAL CENTRE
The English-speaking doctors here offer medical atten-
tion, physiotherapy and even psychotherapy and they 
accept EU health cards, too!QD‑6, Bloemgracht 112, tel. 
(+31) 204 27 50 11, expatmc@planet.nl, www.expatmc.
net. Open 09:00 ‑ 18:00. Closed Sat, Sun. On Saturdays 
and Sundays by appointment only.
PRINSENGRACHT CLINIC
QF‑7, Prinsengracht 769, tel. (+31) 205 99 41 00, fax 
(+31) 205 99 43 67, informatie@olvg.nl, www.olvg.nl.

PHARMACIES
DA APOTHEEK LEIDSESTRAAT
The pharmacy can be reached during the day  via the 
entrance of the DA-drugstore at Leidsestraat around 
the corner.QF‑7, Leidsestraat 74 ‑ 76, tel. (+31) 204 
22 02 10, apotheekleidsestraat@ezorg.nl, www.da‑
apotheekleidsestraat.apotheek.org. Open 09:00 ‑ 
21:50. Closed Sat, Sun.

REAL ESTATE
DIRECT WONEN
If you’re looking for an apartment, these guys may be able 
to help.QE‑8, Overtoom 47, tel. (+31) 206 16 16 66, www.
directwonen.nl. Open 10:00 ‑ 18:30. Closed Sat, Sun.

SPAS & BEAUTY
CITY STREET SPA
The Japanese-style City Street Spa is Amsterdam’s lat-
est attraction among the spa set. QG‑8, Prinsengracht 
764, tel. (+31) 202 21 41 02, info@thecitystreetspa.com, 
www.thecitystreetspa.com. Open 10:00 ‑ 20:00.
SPA AMSTERDAM ZUIVER
This exclusive spa located in the Amsterdam Forest pro-
vides a wide variety of pools, hot tubs, saunas, hamams 
and lounge areas both inside the complex and outside as 
well. Naturally, a range of massages, beauty treatments 
and wellness procedures are also on offer.QN‑5, Koenen‑
kade 8 (Amsterdamse Bos), tel. (+31) 203 01 07 10, info@
spazuiver.nl, www.spazuiver.nl. Open 09:00 ‑ 22:00, 
Sat, Sun 09:00 ‑ 20:00. AD

SWIMMING POOLS
HET MARNIX
Despites its small size, Het Marnix boasts two swimming 
pools, a spa, a health club and a restaurant.QD‑5, Mar‑
nixplein 1, tel. (+31) 205 24 60 00, info@hetmarnix.nl, 
www.hetmarnix.nl. ABKC

TATTOOS & PIERCING
TATTOO PALACE
The tattoo artists have been at it here since 1989.QB‑3, 
Reguliersdwarsstraat 91, tel. (+31) 206 38 44 48, calvo@
xs4all.nl, www.tattoopalace.com. Open 12:00 ‑ 19:00, 
Thu, Fri, Sat 12:00 ‑ 22:00, Sun 14:00 ‑ 19:00.

VETS & PETS
DIERENKLINIEK DE JORDAAN
QD‑4, 2e Goudsbloemdwarsstraat 19, tel. (+31) 204 23 
61 04, www.dierenkliniekdejordaan.nl. Open 09:00 ‑ 
18:00. Closed Sat, Sun.Treat yourself to a massage at Fu Jian Gezond Massage                          

JUMPING AMSTERDAM

The 57th annual Jumping 
Amsterdam will take place 
at the RAI Amsterdam (Eu-
ropaplein 22, www.rai.nl) 
from January 28 - 31. The 
world’s best horse riders in-
cluding Olympic medallists 
in the sport will descend 
on the city to participate 
in this must-see event for all equestrian fans. You can 
expect show jumping, dressage and lots of other fun 
entertainment for the whole family including special 
events for children. For tickets and more information 
about Holland’s most exciting equestrian competition 
visit www.jumpingamsterdam.nl.
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Amsterdam has it all from five-star design suites to forlorn 
hovels that have been grudgingly awarded a single star.

CREAM OF THE CROP
AMSTERDAM MARRIOTT HOTEL
This massive hotel located between the Museum district 
and popular Leidseplein offers nearly 400 rooms on 11 
floors. Standard rooms are decorated in yellow and ma-
roon colours and provide king size beds, huge flat screen 
TVs, internet access, phone, safe, mini-bar, writing desks 
and private bathrooms with bathtubs. Executive rooms 
are a bit more spacious and buy you access to the Ex-
ecutive Lounge where you can enjoy a complimentary 
breakfast, a cocktail and great views. Conference rooms 
and a 24-hour health club are also available as well as an 
upmarket steakhouse, an international restaurant and a 
bar.QF‑8, Stadhouderskade 12, tel. (+31) 206 07 55 55, 
www.amsterdammarriott.com. 393 rooms (standard 
doubles from €149, executive rooms from €284, suites 
from €349). Breakfast not included for standard rooms. 
PZHARUFLGKDhhhhh

HILTON AMSTERDAM
Overlooking a canal not far from the Vondelpark and the 
world-class cultural institutions of Amsterdam’s Museum 
Quarter, this large hotel is perhaps best known as the place 
where John Lennon and Yoko Ono staged their so-called 
‘bed-in for peace’ in 1969 to protest the war in Vietnam. 
Naturally, they weren’t exactly roughing it in this five-star 
hotel that is even more luxurious today. All of its deluxe, 
executive rooms and suites include all of the amenities 
you would expect, not to mention excellent views of 
Amsterdam. A fitness club with a sauna, steam room and 
a hot tub is also available as well as a lounge bar and a 
renowned Italian restaurant.QApollolaan 138, tel. (+31) 
207 10 60 00, www.hilton.com. 271 rooms (deluxe from 
€169, executive from €189, junior suites from €324, 
suites from €1269). PHA6UFLGBK
DWhhhhh

UPMARKET
HOTEL DIE PORT VAN CLEVE
This classic Amsterdam hotel is the place to go if you re-
ally want to immerse yourself in Dutch culture and history. 
Each of its 122 rooms includes some reminder of the na-
tion’s Delft Blue porcelain tradition, its brasserie is famous 
for its local cuisine, not to mention its steaks, and the Blau-
we Parade bar looks more like a museum than a popular 
watering hole. The latter boasts a famous 19th-century 
tile fresco and offers jenever and traditional liqueur tast-
ings. Although the general ambience puts one in a more 
antique frame of mind, the accommodation includes all of 
the usual 21st-century amenities like flat screen TVs and 
free wi-fi. Dam Square is only a stone’s throw from the 
hotel and the Central Station is only a short walk or tram 
ride away.QA‑2, Nieuwezijds Voorburgwal 176 ‑ 180, 
tel. (+31) 207 14 20 00, www.dieportvancleve.com. 122 
rooms (doubles/twin from €145, superior from €165, 
executive from €185, suites from €215). TJHA
GKWhhhh

NH SCHILLER HOTEL
Not only does this four-star hotel have an excellent location 
on Rembrandtplein near restaurants, clubs and bars, but it’s 
also a famous building from 1912 steeped in history. The re-
ception area is bursting with old world elegance in the form 
of stained glass windows, wood panelling, famous paint-
ings by Friedrich Schiller and Art Deco elements. All rooms 
are tastefully decorated in the modern NH Hotel style and 
include flat screen TVs, mini-bar, safe and sweets on the pil-
low. Unfortunately, you have to pay for wi-fi, but the view 
from your balcony might just make you put your laptop 
away.QB‑3, Rembrandtplein 26, tel. (+31) 205 54 07 00, 
www.nh‑hotels.com. 92 Total rooms 92 rooms (standard 
from €129, superior from €159, junior suites from €199). 
PHARUGKWhhhh

Hotels

instagram.com/in_your_pocket
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MID-RANGE
LLOYD HOTEL
The hotel has a unique concept as it offers rooms of vary-
ing styles and levels of comfort for guests of all tax brack-
ets. Stay in a five-star suite with loads of space, a huge 
bathtub and a grand piano or choose a Spartan, yet chic 
room with a bed, table, water view and shared bathrooms 
and toilets in the corridor. A restaurant, bar, conference 
rooms, a library and free wireless internet access are also 
at your disposal in the Eastern Docklands of Amsterdam.
QP‑1, Oostelijke Handelskade 34, tel. (+31) 205 61 36 
36, www.lloydhotel.com.  117  rooms (doubles €80  ‑ 
300). THA6LGBKWhhh

BOUTIQUE & DESIGN HOTELS
HOTEL NOTTING HILL AMSTERDAM
This stylish boutique hotel offers 67 comfortable rooms 
equipped with LED TVs, climate control, wireless inter-
net access, Nespresso machines, tea sets, bathrobes and 
slippers, safes and private bathrooms as well as designer 
interiors in neutral beige and black colours. Its Brasserie 
Londen is also a good place for a casual meal, but locals 
often visit for its spectacular Notting Hill high tea. QWest‑
einde 26, tel. (+31) 205 23 10 30, www.hotelnottinghill.
nl. 67 rooms (singles from €129, doubles from €149, 
triples from €199). PAULGBKWhhhh

HOTEL ROEMER
Spread out over two renovated mansions in the Museum 
District, this place is cosy and warm, yet also stylish and 
luxurious. In three of the rooms you’ll have to make do 
with rainforest showers, but all others have their own pri-
vate Jacuzzis and if you’d like a drink, don’t bother look-
ing for a mini-bar. Just pour yourself a cocktail from the 
fully stocked bar, which is included in the price. An iPod 
docking station, Nespresso machine, wi-fi and TV with 
DVD player are also standard amenities here and a cot-
tage is available in the Zen-like garden behind the hotel.
QE‑9, Roemer Visscherstraat 10, tel. (+31) 205 89 08 00, 
www.vondelhotels.com. 23 rooms (doubles from €180, 
executive from €210). PAGWhhhh

BUDGET
EASYHOTEL FERDINAND BOLSTRAAT
The cheap, no frills airline EasyJet has also branched out 
into cruise ships and even hotels, which is desperately 
needed in Amsterdam where room prices are often ri-
diculously and undeservedly expensive. Located in the 
bohemian De Pijp district of Amsterdam South, this hotel 
provides tiny rooms with WC and a glass shower in the 
room, so if you have a roommate he/she better not be shy. 
Not unlike the airline, you have to pay for any extra ameni-
ties such as TV, wireless internet access and housekeeping 
services.QH‑10, Van Ostadestraat 97, danny.vanspall@
amsterdamfb.easyhotel.com, www.easyhotel.com. 80 
rooms (doubles from €59). PZJAULGW

BED & BREAKFAST
B&B ALL IN THE FAMILY
Among arty shops and tiny restaurants in the Jordaan, 
you’ll find this bed and breakfast with only two rooms. 
It’s owned by a cheerful couple that enjoys sharing 
their house and knowledge of the city with their guests. 
Squeeze yourself into the old fashioned Dutch kitchen 
for breakfast or in the small backyard where you can hear 
birds singing. Expect cosy accommodation with comfort-
able double beds, washbasin, fridge, fan, tea kettle and 
a shared bathroom.QG‑6, 2e Eglantierdwarsstraat 10, 
tel. (+31) 207 76 36 36, www.allinthefamily.nl. 2 rooms 
(doubles €95 ‑ €110). JA

HOUSEBOATS
DUTCH CANAL BOAT
As space is scarce in Holland, many of Amsterdam’s resi-
dents live in boats on the water. You can experience this 
unique way of life at Dutch Canal Boat hotel, but bear in 
mind that the scenery around this canal is quite the op-
posite of the grandiose canal belt in the city centre. This 
boathouse is moored in a green and quiet neighbourhood 
precisely between the districts Nieuw-West and Amster-
dam Zuid. The spacious vessel is pleasantly decorated and 
includes an outside seating area, a small kitchen and a lux-
urious bedroom and bathroom.QN‑4, Westlandgracht 
223, tel. (+31) 622 97 88 77, www.dutchcanalboat.com. 
Boathouse €140. LGBW

HOSTELS
STAYOKAY AMSTERDAM VONDELPARK
This chain of clean, modern hostels also has an outlet in 
the Vondelpark. Stay in a variety of different dorms from 
2-, 4- and 6-bedders to large dorms that include metal 
bunk beds, a sink and in-room showers and toilets, not to 
mention the standard orange and grey company colour 
scheme. A computer lounge for surfing the net is also 
available as well as a lively bar.QF‑9, Zandpad 5, tel. (+31) 
205 89 89 96, www.stayokay.com. 536 beds (beds in 10‑
bed dorms from €16, beds in six‑bed dorms from €19, 
beds in four‑bed dorms from €21, doubles from €53, 
quads from €82). HAULGBKW

Photo courtesy of the Amsterdam Light Festival on Facebook
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Quick Picks
Most Amsterdam visitors only stay in the city for a few days, 
so time is usually precious. But not everyone wants to visit 
museums, eat at stylish restaurants or get drunk at a pub 
watching football all day. With this in mind, we’ve put to-
gether a list of Quick Picks for all tastes.

LADS
Eat: At some point you’ll have to put your pint aside to 
refuel. For classic fry-ups you can’t go wrong with Teddy’s 
Corner in the Red Light District or Molly Malone’s tucked 
away at Oudezijds Kolk 9. After midnight FEBO at Oudezijds 
Voorburgwal 33 or Satellite Sports Café on Leidseplein are 
your safest bets.
Drink: For pure selection it’s hard to beat Beer Temple. It 
specialises in a huge number of American craft brews or 
pour your pints from your very own tap at De Bierfabriek on 
the Rokin. For crazy late night drinking try Drink ‘n’ Sink on 
Warmoesstraat, Café Emmelot on Oudezijds Voorburgwal 
or hit the clubs on Rembrandtplein like Escape.
See: Sightseeing will cut into your drinking time, but you 
can always combine the two activities with a visit to the 
Heineken Experience or the House of Bols Cocktail and 
Genever Experience. Both venues are located walking dis-
tance from one another so you can do both in one day.  
Do: You didn’t come to Amsterdam for the weather, so head 
over to the Bulldog on Leidseplein and get your smoke on 
in this former police station. Naturally, the Red Light ladies 
on Oudezijds Achterburgwal are also at your disposal. 
Shop: Buy some seeds for a little home growing at Sensi 
Seeds at Oude Doelenstraat 20 or the Amsterdam Seed 
Center at Gravenstraat 12. If you need to bring something 
back for the Mrs. then you might as well get her something 
sexy at Christine le Duc at Oude Doelenstraat 10.

LOVERS
Eat: Romance is never far away in this city of canals but if 
you’re looking for ambience and fantastic food, then visit 
Restaurant De Kas. A more central option is Het Karbeel on 
Warmoesstraat where you can share a fondue or candlelit 
Pasta e Basta on Nieuwe Spiegelstraat where the profes-
sional staff also sing popular arias and love songs at your 
table.
Drink: Start with a glass of wine. For elegant Old World at-
mosphere stop by Mulliner’s Wijnlokaal on Lijnbaansgracht. 
For cocktails and incredible views it’s hard to beat the ex-
pensive SkyLounge on the 11th floor of the DoubleTree by 
Hilton not far from the Central Station.
See: After an obligatory boat tour of Amsterdam’s canals 
(weather permitting), stop off at the Rijksmuseum to ad-
mire a huge collection of paintings by Holland’s best 17th-
century masters like Rembrandt, Vermeer and Bol.
Do: A leisurely stroll along the Brouwersgracht is a roman-
tic journey you won’t soon forget, but if you’re looking for 
something a little more titillating you can always take in a 
live sex show at Casa Rosso on Oudezijds Achterburgwal.
Shop: For sexy gear approved by women, check out Fe-
male & Partners at A-2, Spuistraat 100.

BUDGET
Eat: The Dutch love their fast food, so you can get a cheap 
deep-fried meal on nearly every corner. Skip human con-
tact by buying your food from a FEBO coin operated wall of 
snacks or grab some of the best frites in town at Manneken 
Pis on the Damrak. Vegetarians can try MAOZ at Muntplein.
Drink: The farther you get away from the city centre, the 
cheaper the drinks will get. We recommend Brouwerij ‘t IJ 
at Funenkade 7 where the price of an excellent craft brew 
rarely costs more than €3.
See: Amsterdam’s canals and stunning architecture are at 
your fingertips free of charge, but for great views of the city 
take the stairs behind Science Center NEMO to the top and 
enjoy the city for the price of a little sweat and shoe leather.
Do: Take in the carnival atmosphere at some of the city’s 
best markets like the Albert Cuyp Market in Zuid that’s 
open every day except Sunday.
Shop: The best souvenirs are often edible so head over to 
any supermarket and buy yourself some aged cheese and 
stroopwafels. See how cheese is made at Amsterdams 
Kaashuis on Haringpakkerssteeg and taste free samples.

SPLURGE
Eat: If money is no object then reserve a table at &Samhoud 
Places on Oosterdokskade for molecular gastronomy at its 
finest or D’Vijff Vlieghen at Spuistraat 294 for refined Dutch 
cuisine with a modern twist surrounded by an authentic 
Golden Era interior that includes an original Rembrandt 
etching. For something a little more exotic try Yamazato, a 
Japanese restaurant with a Michelin star, at the Hotel Okura.
Drink: For exclusive single malt scotches it’s hard to beat 
Whiskycafé L&B at Korte Leidsedwarsstraat 82 not far from 
Leidseplein. For exclusive atmosphere and cocktails take a 
cab to the Skyy Bar at the  Westcord Fashion Hotel.
Do: How does a day at the spa sound? Visit Spa Amsterdam 
Zuiver at Koenenkade 8 (Amsterdamse Bos) for a day of 
massages, saunas, swimming pools and beauty treatments.
Shop: Amsterdam’s very own Rodeo Drive is called P.C. 
Hooftstraat and it’s occupied by the biggest brands out 
there including Bulgari, Vuiton and Chanel. Finally, the city’s 
poshest department store, de Bijenkorf, is on Dam Square 
for all the luxury you crave.

Explore Amsterdam’s weekend markets
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Amsterdam for Kids

Discover a World of Shapes at Science Center NEMO

Although we wouldn’t recommend a stroll with the kids 
around the Red Light district, except perhaps as a caution-
ary tale, Amsterdam does have plenty of options for the lit-
tle ones. Here are some of the best.

KIDS’ STUFF
AMSTERDAM MARIONETTE THEATRE (AMSTER-
DAMS MARIONETTEN THEATER)
The Amsterdam Marionette Theatre performs plays in its 
small theatre using traditional wooden marionettes. Per-
formances are usually in Dutch, but due to the visual and 
musical nature of the acts, most kids won’t care about the 
language barrier. You can also take a backstage tour for a 
behind the scenes look at the marionettes and costumes.
QB‑1, Nieuwe Jonkerstraat 8, tel. (+31) 206 20 80 27, 
www.marionettentheater.nl. Admission: adults €16, 
children 7 ‑ 14 years €7.50. Opening times vary. TJ

BALLORIG
This enormous space is filled with long rows of tables like a 
German beer hall and at each table you’ll find a few young 
mothers and here and there a granny or two. Ballorig is 
actually a huge children’s playground at the edge of the 
Gaasterplas in the Zuidoost district.QW‑2, Valburgdreef 
1001, tel. (+31) 204 00 01 01, www.ballorig.nl. Open 
10:00 ‑ 19:00. Admission: adults free, children €7. 
TULBKW

BOUNZ
What used to be a classroom for PE teachers in train-
ing has now been transformed into a large trampoline 
centre. Young and old enjoy jumping, back flipping 
and flopping on 32 connected trampolines. It’s a lot of 
fun, but if you’re over the age of 30, muscle aches are 
guaranteed!QM‑2, Willinklaan 3‑5, tel. (+31) 206 11 44 
81, info@bounzsport.nl, www.bounzsport.nl. Open 
13:00 ‑ 19:00, Sat, Sun 11:00 ‑ 18:00. Closed Mon. Ad‑
mission: €5.50/hour. TL

BOUWSPEELPLAATS ‘T LANDJE
Believe or not, but dads aren’t allowed in this children’s 
paradise. The management decided that their adult male 
presence was just too stern and would prevent kids from 
being, well, kids. ‘t Landje, which is located on a peninsula 
in Rembrandt Park, offers arts and crafts classes and other 
activities for children.QN‑3, Rembrandtpark, tel. (+31) 206 
18 36 04, imuls@impuls.nl, www.impuls.nl. Open 12:00 ‑ 
17:00, Sat 10:00 ‑ 17:30. Closed Mon, Sun. TIBC

DE PIJP PETTING ZOO (KINDERBOERDERIJ DE PIJP)
This petting zoo has been entertaining children in De Pijp 
since 1983 and is home to an amazing 50 different species 
of animals from goldfish and rodents to turtles and ducks. 
The usual ponies, donkeys, pigs, rabbits, goats and sheep 
are also on hand.QH‑10, Lizzy Ansinghstraat 82, tel. 
(+31) 206 64 83 03, kinderboerderijdepijp@wanadoo.
nl, www.kinderboerderijdepijp.nl. Open 11:00 ‑ 17:00, 
Sat, Sun 13:00 ‑ 17:00. T

RACE PLANET AMSTERDAM
This is the largest go-kart centre in the Netherlands with 
two indoor race tracks, a so-called wall-of-death,  bowl-
ing, miniature golf, a game zone and a indoor playground.
QHerwijk 10, tel. (+31) 206 11 11 20, www.raceplanet.
com. Open 13:00 ‑ 23:00, Sat, Sun 12:00 ‑ 23:00. Admis‑
sion: €15.75 for a 12‑minute race. TAL

SCIENCE CENTER NEMO
Look for the big green building jutting out into the water 
to find this fun science centre that will make you wish you 
were a kid again. The sounds of children’s laughter and 
unreserved awe will accompany you on a variety of levels 
where visitors can learn about science without the boring 
textbooks and teachers. Make giant soap bubbles, gener-
ate electricity or lots of other hands on activities. You can 
also see how fuel engines work or discover why teenagers 
look, feel and act the way they do; see how our daily lives 
will change in the future with new and advanced tech-
nologies; and lots of other interesting stuff. An exhibition 
entitled World of Shapes allows you to create new shapes 
from triangles and squares and children can tower above 
their parents in the Ames room. You can also bring your 
own lunch and eat it in the cafeteria or purchase food at 
the museum. A good museum shop is also available where 
you can buy science experiments and other great souve-
nirs for kids.QH‑4, Oosterdok 2, tel. (+31) 205 31 32 33, 
info@e‑NEMO.nl, www.e‑NEMO.nl. Open 10:00 ‑ 17:30. 
Closed Mon. Admission: €15, children under four free. 
Closed December 25 and January 1. AK

TUNFUN SPEELPARK
In what looks like a disused underground metro station near 
the Portuguese Synagogue lies Tun Fun, a children’s para-
dise. If you can’t find it just follow the steady stream of fami-
lies, children’s parties and school excursions into the depth 
of this enormous playground that includes slides, climbing 
labyrinths, painting workshops, trampolines and other 
atrractions. The screams of the children can be a bit over-
whelming at times but internet access and cans of beer at 
the café help keep the cacaphony of pre-pubescant chatter 
at bay. Adults are only admitted with children and only have 
to pay an entrance fee for their kids.QH‑5, Mr. Visserplein 
7, tel. (+31) 206 89 43 00, www.tunfun.nl. Open 10:00 ‑ 
18:00. Admission: kids €7.50, adults free. KW
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  Abraxas 32
Akhnaton 25
Allard Pierson 
Museum                38 
Alto Jazz Café 27
Amsterdam 
Marionette Theatre  
 58
Amsterdam 
Marriott Hotel 52
Amsterdam 
Museum 38
Amsterdam 
Passenger Terminal  
 7
Amsterdam Seed 
Center 33
Amsterdam Tulip 
Museum 39
Anne Frank House  
 39
Artis Royal Zoo 42
Bagels & Beans 11
Ballorig 58
Bar Baarsch 20
Barney’s 32
Batavia 1920 28
Bazar 17
B&B All in the family  
 53
Beer Temple 23
Beter & Leuk 12
Beurs van Berlage  
 21, 35
Biblos 22
Bitterzoet 27
Black and Blue 18
Black Bikes 6
Black Tiger Bar 22
Bluebird 32
Blue Boat Company  
 36
Boom 20
Boom Chicago 26
Boulangerie 1072 20
Bounz 58
Bourbon Street 27
Bouwspeelplaats ‘t 
Landje 58
Brewers’ Canal 42
Broodje Popov 18
Brouwerij De Prael  
 35
Brouwerij ‘t IJ 23
Brouwerij ‘t IJ 35
Bubbles & Wines 29
Bulldog No. 90 33
Bulldog Palace 33
Buster’s Café 28
Café Americain 21
Café Berkhout 24

Café de 
Huyschkaemer 20
Café de Spuyt 23
Café de Zwart 20
Café Eik en Linde 24
Café Emmelot 22
Café Fonteyn 20
Café George 20
Café Kobalt 21
Cafe Lellebel 30
Café Proust 15
Café Scheltema 21
Café Schiller 21
Café Slijterij 
Oosterling 24
Café Thijssen 28
Café Wheels 21
Café Wiener 22
Casa Rosso 26
Club Escape 25
Coffeeshop 36 33
Connexxion 7
Coster Diamonds 39
Daar Baand 15
De 2 Grieken 14
De Bakkerswinkel 16
De Bierfabriek 24
De Bijenkorf 
Kitchen 12
De Drie Fleschjes 27
De Groene Olifant  
 28
De Italiaan 16
De Koningshut 28
De Pijp Petting Zoo  
 58
Desa 14
De Spiegel 17
Dolphins 33
Door 74 26
Drink ‘n’ Sink 23
Dutch Canal Boat 53
EasyHotel 
Amsterdam Ferdin-
and Bolstraat 53
Eetcafé Angelo 15
Elsa’s Café 28
Erotic Museum 
Amsterdam 37
Espressofabriek 12
Europcar 6
EYE Bar-Restaurant  
 15
EYE Film Institute 42
FEBO 17
Fenan Klein Afrika  
 10
Flower Market 42
FOAM: Photography 
Museum 
Amsterdam 39

Fo Guang Shan He 
Hua Temple 35
Fresh2Go 18
Fu Jian Gezond 
Massage 51
Gay Tourist 
Information Centre  
 30
Golden Bend 43
Golden Brown Bar  
 18
Gray Line 36
Greenhouse 
Centrum 33
Grill Steakhouse 
Mama 13
Güllüoglu 19
Guts & Glory 15
Haesje Claes 13
Hard Rock Café 10
Hermitage 
Amsterdam 40
Hertz 6
Het Karbeel 14
Hilton Amsterdam  
 52
Holland Casino 25
Holland Rent a Bike  
 6
Hortus Botanical 
Gardens 42
Hotel Die Port van 
Cleve 52
Hotel Notting Hill 
Amsterdam 53
Hotel Roemer 53
Houseboat 
Museum 40
House of Bols 
Cocktail and 
Genever Experience  
 35
Ibssa 13
In de Olofspoort 27
Jewish Historical 
Museum 38
Kaldi Koffie & Thee  
 12
Kamasutra 14
Keytours Excursions  
 36
La Perla 17
La Tertulia 33
Lloyd Hotel 53
Lloyd Restaurant 14
Los Pilones 17
Louis Bar 23
Madame Tussauds 
Amsterdam 37
Meghna 14
Melkweg 25

Metropolitan Deli 14
Mike’s Bike Rental 
Shop 6
Mike’s Bike Tours 43
Mokum Boat 6
Momo 10
Mövenpick Hotel 
Amsterdam City 
Centre 52
Mulliner’s 
Wijnlokaal 29
Nachttheater Sugar 
Factory 25
National Maritime 
Museum 
Amsterdam 40
National 
Monument 43
New King 12
NH Schiller Hotel 52
Nooch 10
NYX 30
Old Sailor Pub 28
Onder de Ooievaar  
 24
Oriental City 12
Pasta Pasta 16
Pink Point & 
Homomonument  
 30
Plan B 23
Planet Rose 16
Players 29
Portuguese 
Synagogue 38
Prik 30
Proeflokaal De 
Ooievaar 27
Proeflokaal de Prael  
 24
Race Planet 
Amsterdam 58
Raïnaraï 17
Reality 31
Red Light Secrets 37
Rembrandt Statue  
 43
Rent a Bike 6
Restaurant De Kas  
 19
Rijksmuseum 34
Royal Palace 
Amsterdam 40
Satellite Sports Café  
 29
Science Center 
NEMO 40, 58
SkyLounge 26
Skyy Bar 26
Sloep Delen 6
Soup En Zo 18

Stayokay 
Amsterdam 
Vondelpark 53
Stedelijk Museum  
 41
Studio 2 13
Supperclub 
Amsterdam 25
Taboo 31
Taxi met 
kinderstoeltjes 7
Teddy’s Corner 13
The Bananen Bar & 
Club 26
The Butcher 11
The Hash, 
Marihuana & Hemp 
Museum 41
The Mint Tower 36
The Old Church 34
The Oyster Club 18
The Parrot: Church 
of Sts. Peter and 
Paul 37
The Rembrandt 
House Museum 34
Thermos Sauna 31
The Tara 26
The Weigh Station  
 36
Thrill Grill 11
Tibet Restaurant 19
Tjin’s 18
‘t Lieverdje 13
‘t Loosje 24
Tony’s NY City 
Bagels 11
TunFun Speelpark  
 58
Van Gogh Museum  
 34
Van Loon Museum  
 41
Vermeer 19
Vivelavie 31
Vyne 29
Waterlooplein 43
Weepers Tower 36
Westerkerk 37
Whiskycafé L&B 29
Wijnbar Paulus 29
Wilde Zwijnen 19
Wing Kee 12
Winston Kingdom  
 25
Wynand Fockink 27
Yamazato 16
Yellow Bike 43
Zouk 15

Venue Index




